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Nora Aunor pleads guilty Come home now ‘na,’ DFA 


to drug rap, skips jail term tells Filipino illegals in US 


By Janet Susan R. Nepales By Nikko Dizon 
Contributor j 


s 1 i COME HOME. NOW AA. 
LOSANGELES—FILIPINO SUPERSTARNORA $ | The Department of For- 
Aunor pleaded guilty to drug possession, but es- sign Affairs (DFA) has ad- 
caped јан after agreeing to enter a new drug reha- 


ap vised Filipino TNTs or 
biftation program, a court oficial said. " tago ng tagolin hiding) in 

Aunor, 52, was arrested a year ago after secu- BALANCED 5, FEARLESS VIEWS the United States to come 
rity screeners at Los Angeles International Airport j home as the battle over a 
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Cha-cha now in Comelec 


Manila submits signatures as poll 
execs told to verify forms ASAP 


By Tina G. Santos, МАНА I 
Ciria P. Gomez MAHAL KC 
and T] Burgonio "3 


AS THOUGH IN RE- 
sponse to President 
Macapagal-Arroyos en- |?" 
dorsement of a people's 
initiative to amend the 
Constitution, the Manila 
government has asked ^d 
the Commission on Elec- y. 5 
tions to verify 155,123 is ЕЯ 
signatures it said it had COUNTER-SIGNATURE CAMPAIGN at the MRT Station in Quezon 
gathered from the city’s City by militant groups dubbed People's Movement Against Arroyo's 
E 3 six districts Charter Change (People's March) may be too little, too late to stop 
TOP OF THE LINE. Mayor Lito Atienza receives from barangay officials of the 6th Legislative District the A the apparently gov't-fueled, onrushing Cha-cha train on its tracks. 
filled-up signature forms to change the government from presidential to parliamentary. Atienzaisfirstto —— Mayor Lito Atienza turned over У M 
submit the accomplished forms to the Comelec, a total of 155,123 signatures or 16 percent of Manila's the signature forms to the city’s certain the authenticity ofthesig- allowed the Comelec to conduct 
registered voters which exceeds the required I2 percent. Comelec officers during simple natures,” he said. four activities: prepare the forms 
rites at the City Hall yesterday In Bacolod City Commissioner for the people's initiative, provide 


Senators warn: Runaway train х Make taisen adrede oal cem слани dg arius 


of Manila's total registered vot- regional directors of the Comelec and verify the signatures of voters 


f li ff l | b | ers. to begin the verification of signa- who signed the petition. 
"Wegotoverwhelmingsupport tures as soon as possible. ‘The signatures that the Com- 
headed for cliff, legal obstacles езе "Eme amt anys minal 
ed the required 12 percent of the verification would not violate the then be attached to the initiative 
By TJ Burgonio posed to the Malacafiang-blessed ty Leader Aquilino Pimentel Jr. total registered voters and 3 рет. Supreme Court ruling in March to amend the Constitution that 
‘campaign to amend the Constitu- rejected Palace claims thattheso- cent in each legislative district,” 1997 on the case of Sar o vs will be filed with the Comelec, 

ТТ IS A RUNAWAY TRAIN HEAD- tion through a people's initiative called “Cha-cha train" was un- Atienza said. Comelec. In fact, ће said, it wasin Borra said. 

ed for the cliff, and 195 time now warned yesterday. stoppable and would crush those “We request that verification keeping with the activities al- Тһе Comelec will then rule on 
for its passengers to jump off be- ^ Maverick administration Sen. who sought to stop it. by the local Comelec against offi- lowed by the ruling. whether to allow a plebiscite or 
fore it crashes, two senators op- Joker Arroyo and Senate Minori- SENATORS/AB cial records be conducted to as- According to Borra, the ruling CHA-CHA/ A4 


3 Filipinos | RPAMONGTOP5 
among57 Migrant workers sent home $167B last year, says UN 


drowned SINGAPORE—MIGRANTWORK- ln countries including here Thursday. the world were located in Cambodia, Laos, Burma, Nepal, 
ers in high-income countries re- “Bangladesh and the Philippines, If remittances sent through in- Asia—India which received Thailand and the Pacific island of 
A 5 mitted а record of more than annual remittances exceed offi- formal channels are counted, the $21.3 billion, China with $21.7 Samoa benefit to a lesser extent. 
in Ba ГАЇП 567 bition to their families last cial development aid and foreign figures could rise by as much as billion and the Philippines with Те agency urged govem- 
^ yearaUNagencysaidasitcalled direct investments, the UN Eco- 50 percent, the UN's economic $11.6 billion, the report said. ments in recipient countries to 
MANAMA, BAHRAIN—AT LEAST formeasurestoensurethe money nomic and Social Commission for and ‘social arm said. Bangladesh, Pakistan and Sri cut the costs of sending money 
57 people, including three Fil- is used for long-term develop- Asia and the Pacific (Unescap) ‘As of 2004, three ofthe top five Lanka are also among the major home and help the workers’ fami- 
ipimos, drowned after a tourist ment. said in its latest report released  remittance-receiving countries in recipients of remittances, while MIGRANT/ AB 
boat taking passengers on a din- 
ner cruise capsized off Bahrain, 


dias s > ere 
officials said in Manila. FB k f H E | ћ 
Милом | BOOK Of 12 little Peop e weather 
the 19 missing, while soven other 2 hi » 
Filipinos survived, the Depart- f 1 f 
а tnings Means a 7. "storm of life 
Manila : Р А 
ааа Behan за 17 ТОЁ TO heal nation f longer in Batanes 
people were on board the plea- i 
sure boat—mostly foreigners, in- : 
cluding Britons, Americans, Ger. ВУ PI Yap 1 1 
mans, South Africane, Indians AT THE HEIGHT OF THE POLITICAL CRISIS E = LITERALLY LIVING IN THE EYE OF. THE 
Es Es 200 en it sank On Jast year, a nondescript book was quietly pub- > e 1 storm may be good, after all, as the elderly 
NDA DEUS ross а ње отап lished about “12 Lice ‘Things Every Filipino =, residents of the idyllic but storm-lashed is- 
Tourism sources said the small Can Do to Help Our Country" b A y lands of Batanes prove. 
ship, call the AL Denk nd nce" ‘The author's theory was simple: Small acts $ i "The northernmost tip of the Philippines has 
pacity of 100. " like obeying traffic rules, being a good parent n j : the biggest number of people aged 80 and 
The Боаб owner, quoted by Al апа paying one's taxes could go a long way in Д | Е above, in proportion to the islands’ total pop- 
Arabiya television, said the Ara- healing a wounded nation. D PESE ulation, and the lowest number of "younger 
bic dhow may have been over- Ten months later, the book written by a senior citizens” or those aged 60-64, accord- 
crowded and capsized when Alexander Lacson, a lawyer, is proving the oe es ing to the Coalition of Services of the Elderly 
many passengers gathered оп power of litte things. It apparently struck 2 Ве. d p Ine, (COSE). 
one side. К chord in many Filipinos who share its au- : S Of Batanes' 16,467 people (National Statis- 
American and Bahraini offi- thor's belief that the fate of the country de- 2 A tics Office, 2000), 16.7 percent are 80 years 
cials said there was no indication pends not on its politicians but on its peo- old and above, 26.4 percent are 60-64, and 14 
the sinking was the result ofan ple. n T “percent are 75-79— suggesting a kinder envi- 
attack. "Ор to this moment, itap- ^ Now on its fourth printing run, “12 Little 5 ronment for those who have literally weath- 
pears totally unlikely,” Informa- Things” has sold almost 25,000 copies, ac- WER) 4 ered the storms of life. 
tion Minister Mohammed Abdul- cording to Lacson. D “In general, the proportion of older persons 
Ghaffar Abdullah said. ‘At first, the book was available only at Lac- 1 2 is inversely proportional to the age, except in 
The identities of the Filipino son's Makati office and his White Plains у Batanes, where there are more people who 
fatalities—two males and one fe- home. He had no marketing plan then, but |Е are 80 years old and above than those in the. 
male—and the missing were пог when word got out about the little book, or- 75-79 age bracket,” said COSE' Profile of Fil 
revealed by the DFA pending the ders began pouring in, sometimes by the B х ipino Older Persons. ) 
notification of their familles in bulk. Cebu, which has the biggest population 
the Philippines. On the book's first run in June last year, on- 2 ЛД among the provinces, also has the highest 
‘DPA spokesperson Gilberto ly 2,000 copies were printed by Alay Pinoy, 5 number of senior citizens, or 6.7 percent of its 
Asuque told reporters in Manila whose owner is Lacson’s friend, Within two ~ 3.35 million population. . 
the bodies of the Filipinos who months, they were sold out. » itis followed by Negros Occidental, Pangast- 
the odes ог ied by Ramon Soon, the publisher was printing 10,000 WHERE TIME STANDS STILL and life goes onand on. Batanesin the extremenorth nan, Bulacan, Cavite, Laguna, Zamboanga del 
I FILIPINOSIAIO воска ofthe Philippines has the biggest population of people aged 60 and above, PEOPLE! AIO 


By Blanche S. Rivera 


= ETAT 


D 
à 


nau PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER SATURDAY, APRILI 2006 


WEATHER FORECAST E-mail: pr_news@inguirer.com.ph Party Coody аказ. Рату Coody 


FORECAST: Eastern and Southern Luzon and Easter Visayas wil et- ^ Cloudy wns Saba Paty ly 
perience cloudy skies wi rainshowers and thunderstorms becom: PsiCoy Tacloban Party Cloudy 
Ing frequent reins over the Bicol reglon including the provinces of Риу 000  Gon.Santos Parly Cloudy 
Aurora and Quezon wich may riget (азоб and landes. Coady wi fae Zamboanga arly Coy 


Soke pe E едут L Eee Soe а 
и Tere us your feedback inquirer news relay message to 207 (Globe) or 253 Gar uc eee 


Donors pledge more aid for Mindanao 


INTERNATIONAL DONORS HAVE PLEDGED TO ome ageing aid the 
increase assistance to support the Philippine gov- ea to Mindanao. An exra $30 


ernnient's efforts to bring peace to Mindanao, million was азо ai in 2003, 
long troubled by a Muslim insurgency, a World Wiled, once ta eue fal 
Bank official said Friday. deal with the government. 

The World Bank is also putting 

‘The commitment was made during the donors’ meeting. together a $50 million fund to re- 
during a development forum  MsArroyosaidthepeacenego- habiltateand develop Muslim ar- 
Thursday in Tagaytay City at- tiations with the secessionist Mo- eas on Mindanao after conduct- 
tended by President Macapagal- ro Islamic Liberation Front ing a survey to determine the ге. 
‘Arroyo and representatives from (MILF), hosted by Malaysia, were quirements of residents affected 
17 countries and donor agencies. іп their final stages to end nearly by bloody conflicts. 

“Yesterday, the President told 40 years of Muslim rebellion that Eid Kabalu, a spokesman for 
usaboutthe progress being made has Killed more than 120,000 MILE said the rebel group has or- 
оп the Mindanao peace process. people and delayed development ganized its own institution to 
She emphasized the importance іп resource-rich Mindanao. handle development assistance 
of an early peace dividend on “The Mindanao Working from foreign donors, including 
growth and greater inclusion,” Group subsequently considered ‘contributions from individual 
World Bank country director waystosupportthe government's Muslims, especially overseas 
Joachim von Amsberg told re- peace and development initia- workers. 
porters. tives, especially го conflict-prone The Bangsamoro Development 

Ms Arroyo had appealed toin- areas that have thus far been ne- Agency was created in 2002 as 
ternational donors to give more glected,” said Amsberg who re- опе of three components of the 
development assistance to con- cently visited Mindanao to check governments peace initiative in 
flict areas in Mindanao ahead of on development projects. the south. The other two main is- 
an expected peacedeal thisyear. Тһе United States, the Euro- sues were security and ancestral 

“Td like to make а personal ap- pean Union, Australia and some rights. 
peal to all of you, who plan to Islamic states have pledged mil- Philippine officials said sus- 
provide aid to Mindanao as lions of dollars in development taining development was vital to 5 
Peacskeepers, please consider assistance toconflctareasaswell achieving peace in the region | HERLOYALSOLDIERS. Marines gather at the Marine Battalion Landing Team Compound in Puerto 
Providing your sid now even as аз help check the spread of Mus- where the MILF has been waging | Princesa City, Palawan, to receive the personal thanks ofa grateful President Macapagal Arroyo, 

We await the signing of the final lim extremism in Mindanao. 2 separatist rebellion since 1978. | Elite Marine units were allegedly involved in the aborted coup plot last February. > машон 
peace accord,” Ms Arroyo said Nearly 60 percent of about $70 AFB Reuters 


PCGG willing to initiate compromise talks with Marcoses 


By Alcuin Papa gation over the ownership ofanesti-_Abcede, whoispushingforanin- would be freed to fund the Com. Earlier, Abcede also said acom- stored in the central banik vals 
fred 55 to $10 billion that Marcos ternational auction of a cache of prehensive Agrarian Reform Pro- promise deal on the jewelry col- Sison has said that the govern- 
THE PRESIDENTIAL COMMIS- allegedlystleffomthe county Imelda’ extravagant jewelry colec- gram to benefit poor farmers. Їесіопсош bea start ofa “com: ment was pushing for a compro- 
ТНЕ Ead Government is not Tam wiling tosertheballroling tion thathad beenseizedbythegov- — "Iseenoharminthat'Abcede prehensive" settlement | with mise agreement because it has 
averse to making the initial move because this will be all about general emment, said both the goverment said. Imelda, to eventually include all failed to prove that Imelda was 
fn opening talks with ће widow of topics блізу). 1 wil call up the and the Bamboyant former First La- Imelda, through her lawyer Marcos assets all over the world the owner of the disputed assets. 
поре ало nand Marcos lawyer of Ms. Marcos so we canst dyneeded thecompromise deal. Robert Sison, has said she was open Last year, the POGG was set to He also said that a compromise 
fora possible compromise on the down and talk" said Ricardo In the case of Imelda, “she to compromise talks after Aboede auction off the estimated $20 mi settlement would be a pragmatic 
Marcos ill-gotten wealth. Obcede, the POGG commissioner in would want toleave a good name earlier said the POGG wouldbewill- lion jewelry collection, but Imel- approach to end almost two 
T a compromise setiement is chargeofassetsand management. im history as having helped the ing to talk about possibly dropping da went to court ro stop the sale decades of litigation. 
сода его the goverment He added that it did not really people by setling all these Mar- alicivilcasesagainstherinexchange _ Abende said the cours had zb There are S7A civil cases pending 
through the PCG and Imelda Mar- matter who made the first move cos cases," he said. fora large portion of the Marcos Й. ready ruled in favor of the the gov- before the Sandiganbayan antigraft 
e Should end two decades oflii- “as long as both parties are will- Onthe other hand, the govern- gotten wealth, including the jewelry emmenton the issue of the ovner. court with Imelda as either main 
ing tosit and talk.” mentneeds the deal sothe money collection. ship of the jewelry, most of which are defendant or co-accused. 
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All authorized The BMW XTour. The thrill of the drive. 
BMW Dealerships 


April 1 to 30, 2006 


What's behind a great drive? On the fairways, the right equipment, and on the highways, the right vehicle spells the difference. 
* The BMW XTour offers the thrill of the drive with: 
* A 0% Interest plan on the BMW X5 and the BMW X3 for a 50% downpayment, extended 24-month term. 


* Or the option of a BMWXS or a BMW X3 fitted with high performance aerodynamic kits, loaded with a set of 
precision-based Mizuno golf clubs and an all-weather golf bag, at no added cost. 
PorDTHNCR Permit No. 2153, Sařies of 2006. 
* Chance to win a Mizuno golf set and a golf weekend for every BMW X5 or BMW XS test drive. 


The thrill of the drive awaits at all authorized BMW dealerships. 
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World-class quality Condura refrigerators are made for the Filipino by the 

Mv Filipino. That means every Condura is created for the unique way Filipinos live 
and is built to last. With service centers around the country, you can be sure 
Condura will always be here for you. Which is why more and more Filipinos 
have welcomed Condura into their homes. Ganyan ang galing ng Pilipino. 
Ganyan ang galing Condura. 


—— 


Kahit ilan ang pinapaaral, kaya sa Personal Loan ng HSBC. 


+ As low as 1.32% monthly add-on interest rate* 
* Borrow Php30,000 to Php500,000 

+ Payable in 6 to 36 months 

+ No collateral required 


? Tumawag na sa (02) 840-0990, 
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Cha-cha now in Comelec 


Frompage At 
not, he said. 

Butthe poll body has no budget for 
the holding of a plebiscite, according 
to Comelec Chair Benjamin Abalos 
ЕЯ 

"у don't know if we will be given 
[by Congress] but as of now, we don't 
have a budget for the referendum,” 
hesaid. 

Borra said the Comelec would 
need at least P2.6 billion for the exer- 
cise. 

“Ies like during elections when you 
need to prepare and allocate a budget 
for the printing of election parapher- 
T malia as well as the voters’ education 
t campaign," he said. 


4.8 million voters 

To get a people's initiative off the 
ground, the signatures of 12 percent 
or 4.8 million of Filipino voters, with 
not less than 3 percent of any con- 
gressional district nationwide, are re- 
quired. 

Ina visit to Negros Occidental last 
month, Speaker Jose de Venecia said 
he expected the number of signatures 
toreach as much as 8 million. 

Daisy Real of the Negros Occiden- 
tal Provincial Office said the verifica- 
tion process in the province would 
start on Monday. 

‘She said the signatures gathered in 
Escalante, Calatrava, Pulupandan 
and La Carlota City had been submit 
ted for verification. 

та Manila, District 1 managed to 
gather 30,984 signatures out of the 
186,600 registered voters (16.37 per- 
cent); Distriet 2, 20,934 out of 
125,007 (16.31 percent); District 3, 
22,027 out of 136,750 (16.08 per- 
cent); District 4, 21,334 out of 
135,199 (15.41 percent); District 5, 
35,595 out of 191,102 (16.69 per- 
cent); and District 6, 24,249 out of 
137,925 (17.55 percent). 

League of Barangay president Car- 


los Castañeda said they initially had 
difficulty in convincing the residents 
to affix their signatures to the peti- 
tion, 

"Butwe just had to explain to them 
the advantages and disadvantages of 
amending our Constitution,” Cas- 
tafieda said. 

He denied that money was in- 
volved in the signature drive. 


Organized scheme 

The Department of Interior and Lo- 
cal Government has been circulating 
among its tegional directors a memo- 
randum by Justice Secretary Raul 
Gonzalez to legitimize the govern- 
ment’s vigorous push for Charter 
change, Senate Minority Leader 
Aquilino Pimentel Jr. said yesterday. 

Gonzalez issued the memorandum 
on “the legality of government em- 
ployees campaigning for Charter 
change” to Speaker Jose de Venecia 
asearly as Jan. 24. 

"That's one of the papers being cir- 
culated by the DILG to its regional di- 
rectors and officials. The DILG is in ef- 
fect telling its officials, ‘Hey, don't 
worry, we have the opinion of the 
[justice] secretary. What you're doing 
is above the law,” Pimentel said in an 
interview. 

In theory, Pimentel said, govern- 
ment employees could campaign for 
a nonpartisan issue like Charter 
change. But the problem was, he said, 
“they're making it very partisan.” 

‘On Thursday, opposition Sen. Ser- 
gio Osmefia Ш presented to reporters 
copies of official documents obtained 
from the DILG, including Gonzales 
memorandum, indicating the govern- 
ments active involvement in the sig- 
nature drive powering a people's ini- 
tiative for amending the Constitution. 

“Tve never seen a more organized 
scheme," Osmefia said. 

The other documents he presented. 
were one detailing the procedure for 


verifying the signatories against the 
list of registered voters; one on the 
key differences between parliamen- 
tary and presidential systems; a sam- 
ple format of the form for the people's 
initiative; a document on the guide- 
lines for signature solicitors, baran- 
gay and municipal coordinators; and 
а copy of a local registrar's certifica- 
tion. 

Osmeiia also presented a March 10 
memorandum by Interior Undersec- 
retary Wencelito Andanar enjoining 
barangay officials to attend the 
barangay assemblies set on March 25 
and Oct. 21. 


Political neutrality 

Gonzalez said in the memorandum 
that in general, civil servants should 
observe political neutrality because 
public service “would be more truly 
devoted to public welfare” if they 
were not politically active. 

He said this idea was backed bya 
court ruling that civil service offi- 
cers and employees were servants 
of the state and “not agents of a po- 
litical group,” and by Section 2, 
Paragraph 4 of Article IX of the 
Constitution, saying that no civil 
servant shall engage in partisan po- 
litical campaign. 

But Gonzalez noted that under 
Section 45 of the Omnibus Election 
Code, government employees may 
express their views on current politi 
cal issues. 

“In our jurisdiction, a leading au- 
thority in constitutional issues has 
opined that ‘campaigning for or 
against a plebiscite, initiative or refer- 
endum ... does not constitute partisan 
political activity,” he said. 

‘According to Gonzalez, а 
plebiscite, initiative or referendum is 
“not an election,” and involves only 
issues, not candidates for public of- 
fice. 

"Hence, officers and employees in 


Puno annoyed; nothing in ‘Horizon’ 


AT THE DILG, INTERIOR Secretary 
Ronaldo Puno expressed annoyance 
over a GMA 7 news video showing 
Rolando Acosta, director of the 
DILG's Bureau of Local Government 
Supervision, and two men bearing 
‘boxes at the Horizon Hotel in Man- 
daluyong City. 

‘Acosta’s presence at the hotel set 
off speculations that the boxes con- 
tained signature forms, and that he 
was overseeing certain shady "opera- 
tions.” 

“IFI were going to do something il- 
legal in connection with the people's 


initiative, why would 1 do it at that 
hotel? Why would I doit at Sulo Ho- 
tel?" Puno said. 

He was referring to the reputation 
of the two hotels as sites of past clan- 
destine political operations. 

“Rolly Acosta is perhaps one of the 
most apolitical personnel at the DILG. 
If you're going to accuse anybody of 
partisanship at the department, he'd 
be the last,” Puno said. 

Reached for comment, Acosta said 
he was at the Horizon to meet “long- 
time friends.” 

"I don't know anything about those 


boxes," he said. 


Balikbayan from Hawaii 

Puno said one of the rwo men car- 
rying the boxes was identified by 
Mandaluyong Rep. Benhur Abalos 
asa balikbayan from Hawaii 

"The INQUIRER called Abalos for con- 
firmation, and he said one of the men 
was a certain Bernie Albano, who was 
touring the Philippines with a rela- 
tive. 

He was billeted at Room 319 and 
the boxes he had with him contained 
woks (stir-fry pans). 
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March 341 - April 3, 2006 
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By Michael Lim Ubac 


THERES A PLACE FOR VICE PRESIDENT 
Noli de Castro in the planned unicameral 
parliament. 

According to Rep. Constantino Jaraula, 
chair of the House committee on constitu- 
tional amendments, De Castro will, in effect, 
convene the interim parliament that will 
complete “the process of amendments and 
revisions" of the Constitution. 

“The Vice President will preside over the 
national assembly and we will elect the in- 
terim prime minister and speaker,” Jaraula 
said, citing the transitory provisions of the 
proposed Constitution that was passed by 
the committee last month and that would, 

likely be considered as a working 
draft by the national assembly. 

As for President Macapagal-Arroyo, Ja- 
raula said, “she remains President until 
2010 but will share power with the Prime 
Minister” 

House Majority Leader Prospero Nograles 
had said in earlier interviews that Ms Arroyo 
would exercise some “ceremonial powers,” 
belying opposition daims that Charter change 
would only prolong the latter's stay in power. 

But Ms Arroyo's allies in the House want 
her to hold the dual posts of President and 
Prime Minister until her term ends in 2010, 
‘which will even increase her powers. 


Not toJDV's liking 
This scenario will not be to Speaker Jose 
de Venecia's liking. 


Noli bas a role in new 
scheme of things 


De Venecia, who has pushed for Charter 
change since 1992, is proposing a modified 
French model of the parliamentary system, 
in which the country will be run by a Presi- 
dent aided by a Prime Minister, who will act 
as the government's chief operating officer. 

The House minority has a different view. 

“I guarantee you that she will be Prime 
Minister. Let's stop fooling the people,” said 
Deputy Minority Leader Alan Peter 
Cayetano. 

Per Cayetano's reckoning, the plan is to 
make Ms Arroyo Prime Minister and De 
Venecia ceremonial President. 

"That is why De Venecia agreed to make 
the powers of the Prime Minister very power- 
ful, banned turncoatism and [initially] sup- 
ported No-el (the scrapping of the 2007 elec- 
tionc), said Cayetano, a lawyer. 

“De Venecia is intelligent enough to 
know that when it happens, Ms Arroyo will 
take the Prime Minister post for herself. He. 
is in a trap. If he doesn't go along with the 
plan of Malacafiang, the parliament will 
not happen,” Cayetano said. 

What's next after the process of the peo- 
ples initiative is completed? Who will sit in 
the parliament and define the powers and 
prerogatives of the new government? 

According to Jaraula, the Senate and the 
House will have to move to prevent а pow- 
er vacuum and define the parameters of the 
transition period. 

He said legislators could not abdicate 
their constitutional duty to enact laws to 
ensure the stability of the new system. 


the career civil service can actively partici- 
pate in the discussion of plebiscite, initia- 
tive or referendum issues without violating 
Civil Service rules and regulations,” Gonza- 
lezsaid. 


De Castro’s support 

Tn Tagaytay City, Vice President Noli de 
Castro threw his support behind Ms Arroyo's 
call for Charter change through a people's ini- 
tiative. 

‘Addressing the Philippine Development Fo- 
rum with the international donor community, 
De Castro said the Philippines was in need of 
strong institutions guided by accountability 
and transparency. 

"We need to organize ourselves in a man- 
ner that will facilitate the policy process. If 
what we need is a change in the form of 
government, so be it,” De Castro said, 
adding: 

"Let that change proceed in a manner 
that is consistent with the will of our peo- 
ple. What is important is that we do not al- 
low ourselves to be distracted from the true. 
focus of governance, which is develop- 
ment" 


Corrections 


IN YESTERDAY'S issue, the list of bar 
topnotchers on Page A21 misspelled the 
first name of the 1947 first-placer. The 
topnotcher that year was Ameurfina Me- 
lencio—not Aumerfina. 
IN YESTERDAY'S issue, a story on Page 
‘A2—Etta slams NPA or land mine use"— 
misstated the first nare of the spokesper- 
son of the Communist Party ог the Philip- 
pines. The spokesperson i Gregorio 
Roger" Rosal— not Rogelio Rusal 

Readers may send their requests for correc- 
tion of factual errors in writing io the Day 
Desk, Philippine Daily Inquire; PDI Building, 
Chino Roces Avenue corner Mascardo Street, 
Makati City, fax Nos. 897-47-93/94; email 
address: doydek ingureccom ph 

Complaints about lack of fairness or objec- 
tivity may be sent to Lorna Kalaw Tirol, read- 
ems advocate, email address: readersadvo- 
‘cate@inquirercom. ph or fax Nos. 897-47- 
93/94, Attn: Readers Advocate. Her phone 
mumber is 897-8808 Local 342. 


He said development was not an affair of 
the state alone and must instead involve all 
stakeholders, especially the people. 

“But in our stage of political evolution, it is 
also important to realize that a strong state is 
a necessary ingredient in any national devel- 
opment effort," De Castro said. 


No way but success 

“Why did I say that? Because any reform 
within a democratic framework will be 
pulled in various directions by the different 
interest groups that are deeply entrenched 
in our economic and political system. When 
that happens, the state should be able to de- 
cide in favor of the common good and not 
give in to one or a number of vested inter- 
ests,” he said. 

In Malacafang, Press Secretary Ignacio 
Bunye said Charter change could “no longer 
be hindered by those who intend to use the 
current political system to protect their hold 
on power.” 

Drawing on the President's metaphor on 
the “train” of Charter change, Bunye said in a 
statement: “Unfortunately for them, the train 
has left the station and there is no way for the. 
initiative to amend the Constitution but to 
succeed. 

"We say itis high time for our political lead- 
ers, regardless of political persuasion, to ride 
the wave of the future or be left by the way- 
side.” 

In a dzRH interview, Bunye said the Presi- 
dent was backing the signature drive because. 
she was elated by the fact that many people. 
had signed up in support of Charter change in 
а matter of days. 

He issued the reminder that Ms Arroyo had 
always said it was the people who should de- 
cide on the mode of amending the Constitu- 
tion. 

Ata press briefing, Bunye said he found. 
De Venecia’s proposed timeline for Char- 
ter change, including having an interim 
parliament in place by July, "very opti- 
mistic.” 

But he said he did not want to contradict 
De Venecia, “a seasoned politician [with] a 
feel of the situation on the ground.” 

“He has reasons for making that predic- 
tion,” Bunye said. With reports from Doris 
C. Dumlao, Christine O. Avendaño, Nor- 
man Bordadora and Jerome Aning in 
Manila 
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See and meet Sam Milby, Piolo Pascual, Willie Revillame, Maricel Laxa, 
Ruffa Gutierrez and GMA 7 celebrities as they Go MicroNegosyo! 


Nora A leads guilty to d: kips jail 
ora Aunor pleads gui 0 drug rap, SKIPS jal te 
‘From page Al ‘The court emphasizes treatment difference between Drug Court record,” the lawyer added. Court program, she remained in Nora Cabaltera Villamayor, re- 
said they found 8 grams of overincarceration. and the diversion program. According to Jane Robison, full compliance with the pro- tains her Philippine citizenship. 
‘methamphetamine (known in But Aunor left that program. "DrugCourtrequiresnopleato spokesperson forthe Los Angeles gram and passed all drug test- but has spent much of her time 
the Philippines as shabu) in a earlier this month after failing to be made while undergoing the County district attorney, Aunor ing. in recent years at her home in 
ifilm container in her carry-on reach an agreement with another program, while diversion does, found that the old program did Espina added: “Nora under- Linda Vista, north of San 
pas. judge over her request to be al- plus, DrugCourtrequires random not fit her lifestyle as an enter- went in excess of 40 drug tests Diego. 
PE. wednesday, she entered lowed to travel outside ofLos An- drug testing and diversion does tainer Because i prohibited trav- while under Drug Courtandisno „She waz ‘appeared in more than 
Hier plea before Superior Court geles. mot, Espina said. а. longer required to undergo any 170 films and recorded more 
Judge James Brandlin and Her attorneys, Sherwin Edel- "After Nora was granted delist- “When a person wants toclean drug testing from hereon either. than two dozen albums, includ- 
joined a drug-diversion pro- berg and Claire Espina, decid- ment from Drug Court on March wp her life, this is how its han Shewillneed to returnin October ing scores of hit singles. 
gram, according to Superior ed to enroll Aunor in the 16 [at her request], she was en- dled,” Robison said. “But she has 2007 for the closure of the case. ‘On screen, she has starred with 
Бош! spokesperson Susan drug-diversion program which rolled in the Deferred Entry of along way to go.” unless defense makes a motion many of the leading men of her 
Matherly. has a more permissive program Judgment program under the Di- Тһе new program would last for early termination which we time, including Joseph Estrada, 
Matheny. pwasdeayedforl8 toallowhertomeetherfilming version Statute PC 1000 on 18 months, was les restrictive may decide to make prior to Oc- who berane the country’s presi- 
Золе Aunor could then re- and concert schedules for March29,"shesaid. but still required routine drug tober 2007." dent. With reports from AB AFR 
Quest the charge be dropped if 2006. х testing, said Robison. Aunor, whose real name is Reuters 
she would finish all the diversion The entertainer. has upcoming Cleaning up md When Amar completes the A А 
Sodurements, Matherly said concerts in the US cities of San "Тһе matter is stayed pending drugdiversion program, Robison hi 
Thursday. Francisco, Boston, Washington 18 months, at which time ifthere said, she could ask the judge to Come ome, now na ... 
= and in the state of Ohio, accord- аге no other arrests, the [guilty] dismiss the charge. acere ary 
‘Treatment over jail ing to her lawyers. plea is withdrawn—as if [it was] i 
Ў Criminal proceedings were wd hever made. There isnotecord of 40 drug tests controversial US immigration reform bill 
Suspended when she was accept- Drug court vs diversion conviction, the case is dismissed During the four months that heats up. 
4d into Drug Court on Dec. 22. Ашпогз lawyer explained the and the arrest stricken from the Aunor was enrolled in the Drug “Those who are staying in the US in viola- 
tion of US immigration laws should come 
home,” Gilberto Asuque, DFA spokesperson, 
told the Inquirer in a phone interview when 
asked what Filipino illegal immigrants could 
do amid the raging debate over HR 4437. This 
is better known as "The Border Protection, 
У Anti-Terror, and Illegal Immigration Control 
Bill.” (See related story on Page A21.) 
“All we can advise them is to follow US im- 
ag- a se nso а - migration laws, the same way that we Fil- 
и ipinos want foreigners to follow our own 
laws," Asuque said. 

‘According to the DFA spokesperson, there 
‘were 92,000 Filipino "irregulars" or “those 
without proper documents.” 

But that number is much higher according to 
the Commission of Filipinos Overseas. Based on 
2004 figures, there were 2.79 million Filipinos 
in the US and in its territories Guam and North- 
em Marianas. Of this number, 2.31 million are 
residents and immigrants, 119,802 have work- 
ing visas while some 351,750 are undocument- 
ed or illegals, the commission said. 

The militant labor group, Migrante Inter- 
national, however, estimated that there were 
actually some 1 million undocumented Fil- 
ipinos in the US. 

The promise of “economic gains” in the 
land of milk and honey remains the primary 
reason Filipinos dare go and work there de- 
spite the lack of proper immigration docu- 
ments, according to Connie Bragas-Regalado, 
Migrante chairperson. 

“For them, it is still better there compared 
to the lives they have here in the Philippines, 
But they still do cheap labor there,” Bra- 
gas-Regalado told the Inquirer in an inter- 
view earlier this week. 

Monitor developments 

‘Asuque said that the most the Philippine 
government and its embassy and consulates 
in the US could do was monitor the develop- 

f mentsin the US Congress. 
4 1 ae х2 1 “it is still a draft legislation and from what 
n. Ene ENSE we've read in reports, the [US] Senate illis more 
Er " S accommodating to the [illegal] immigrants. We 
ers Gifts and Decors, Inc. are monitoring developments," he added. 

B ER NS The DFA, Asuque said, was “observing how 
ваг the US is drafting the legislation" instead of 
z “making public statements on an internal 

Sali na sa Entrepren E 

He said that it was the Filipino-American 

communities themselves that were lobbying 
Attend na sa against the bill. 
Open letters 
- Some 50 members of the Filipino commu- 
nity who attended the “Pulong Bayan” spon- 
sored by the Philippine Consulate General in. 
New York last March 23 rejected HR 4437. 

‘At the meeting, Ruben Seguritan, a New 
‘York-based Filipino-American lawyer practicing 
immigration law for more than 30 years, dis- 
tributed sample copies of a "Letter to the Judi- 
ciary Committee Member" and an “Open Letter 
toPresident Bush,” according to Consul General 
Cecilia Rebong in her report to the DFA. 

Both letters rejected HR 4437 and instead 
supported a “comprehensive immigration re- 
form bill that is just, humane and realistic.” 

sa Philippine Army Gym, Lawton Avenue corner Bayani Road, Fort Bonifacio sa P328 billion sent home 

March 31 at April 1, 2006 mula 9 am hanggang 6 pm. Migrante said it was dissatisfied with the 

DFA's words and actions. 
Inaanyayshan namin ang mga maybahay о sino man na nais umangat ang kalidad ng kanilang buhay na pumunta sa Go Negosyo MicroNegosyo Bragas Regalado said that Ms Arroyo ought 
Pea yen ang Inyong pagkakavaong makakuha ng sari-saring business ideas at matuto mula sa арои за entrepreneur sa bansa, sa | t make а “categorical statement” against te 
pamamagitan ng mentoring sessions. Malay n'yo, kayo na ang maging susunod na Gov. Lray at ng kanyang asawa na si Lara. Kaya bill, considering that Filipinos in the United 
Makibahagi па sa Go Negosyo MicroNegosyo Fair - ang inyong oportunidad рага umasenso! States represent the largest Filipino community 
outside the Philippines, and comprise the third 
largest migrant community in the United States. 

About more than half of the remittances 
that the Philippines received from overseas 
Filipino workers last year came from 
US-based Filipinos, the group added. 

Remittances from Filipinos in the United 
States, Guam and Northern Marianas 
amounted to $4.9 billion (P251 billion) in 
2004 and $6.4 billion (P328 billion) last year, 
according to the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas. 


April 1, Saturday 
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A FRANCHISE BUSINESS c/o Association of Filipino Franchisers, Inc. + "LAKBAY KAINAN: GOURMET PARA states—against the proposed measure. 
hase ete Daye Le Cordan lel HOW TO START A FOOD CART USNS са Гез са Passed in the US House of Representatives 
MEAS qe Pipes = USAPANG MICRONEGOSYO « HOW TO START A SALON/BARBERSHOP c/o à 
Reyes Haireutters « HOW TO START A HOME SPA BUSINESS (Cathy Brilantes Tur - Founding President, Philippine lac fee he OR vo DOE e ани 
Spa Association of the Philippines) • "BIGATIN KA BA SA NEGOSYO?” (Willie Revillame) Cemer presence” of undocumented immigrants in 
T BUSINESS MENTORING BOOTH - Mentoring from 11 am to 3 pm c/o Anna Periquet (Anna Marie Home tor United States a felony and providing assistance. 
Collection (Philippines), Jc, Alberto f Fenix, Jr. restent, Pulp Tech), tin Deres (Franchise Manager, Entrepreneurship to illegal immigrants a federal offense against 
eon (PUPPY Fart President, One source Port Sevice, пе, Bing Loco (Chairman, Philippine 
len Peru tr gu ese, a Tne), ny Vitter (Chairman, aw anyone wieier they be family member, 
Pré Decors) Maret Bautista (Vice President, Follosco Group of Cos.), Mel Alonzo (Chairman, SBGFC), Victor rch members or civil society groups. 
Tan (President, Bobson), Jose Magsaysay (President, Potato Corner), Honor Dimaptiis (Faculty, DLSU), Bong Para sa inyong mga tanong, tumawag lamang sa Philippine ‘Those opposing the bill argued that it should 
‘Abad (Faculty, DLSU), Jojo Mitra (President, Purong Makapuno), Richie Cuna (President, AFFI/Florgelato), Center for Entrepreneurship sa mga numerong 637-93 give illegal immigrants a path towards legaliz- 
Ond Lee preso and CEO, Binalot Fiesta Fons), Rosemarie Lee (President, Memory Magic) and Rene ran te оу Pu AE te. nara of eros 
Cantas (Consultant, BPO Industry em. IEEE ааа 


Pinoys protest 
Last weekend, the United States saw emo- 
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Lower LPG prices | 
OIL FIRMS PETRON CORP. CHEVRON PHILIP- (4 si i 3 
pines, Pilipinas Shell and Total Philippines cut the || € Kapag may sakit ang isa sa pamilya, 
prices of liquified petroleum gas by P1.68 per i 
eee np PAR Mo per r-kogram indere - mahalagang maipadama mo sa 
fective midnight last night. Officials said the ~ il n "= 
amount takes Into account the value-added tax on kanila ang iyong pagmamahal... TPST 
‘top of the P1.50-a-kilo cut in prices. The compa- oH fece as 
nies said the reduction was meant to reflect lower " e | x S i 
Contract prices from producers of LPG this Ў Kays't pogdáti 
month compared to March. Today's price cuts dem yat pageating сарашон, 
the fist in April and the fifth In four weeks, bring- i \ inii Ri 
ing reductions to a total of as much as P5.04 ог 1 à è pay ва pi кеп pars 
P55.50 рег cylinder. A full 11-kilogram cylinder k sa hypertension ng aking ina. 
now sell for between P454 and P491.50 each, de- E = y BBY RSTO RE: aking он 
pending on the location and brand. But data from. De kalidad:narat wiazean, 
the Department of Energy show that the range is k SCmagasn pa. 
between P448 and P501.50 per cylinder. Ronnel sa bulsa. Napagkakatiwalaan 
W. Domingo tÈ per i 35 Ea 

Е с m 

il gawa n; .93 Мома maa 
пР-јарап talks i j gawa ng Unilab. 22 [j| tee mce 
FOREIGN MINISTERS OF THE PHILIPPINES AND 
dapan are to discuss a range of issues next week + 
in the runup to the 50th anniversary of normaliza- » 
tion of diplomatie tes between the World War I 3 à 2. РРА 


foes, officials announced Friday. Foreign Secre- $ x MA. CONSUELO f ARCA. мр. 
tary Alberto Romulo will visit Tokyo on Monday at е - ‘President; 


the invitation of Japanese Foreign Minister Taro -— 
‘Aso, Foreign Assistant Secretary Erlinda Basilio Ур 7 ps 7 Private School Health Officers Association 
said, Romulo and Aso will tackle "the entirety of 
Philippines bilateral relations with Japan," such 
as trade and investment, Japan's official de 

‘ment assistance, the two countries’ continuing 
political-security dialogue, multilateral coopera- 
tion and the status of Filipino workers in Japan, 
Basilio sai. AP 


Bi vs language schools 

THE BUREAU OF IMMIGRATION HAS SUSPEND- WON 
ad the processing of applications for accredita- 7 eo E с PALMO SH TOOML 2: 
бола language schools inthe county after Ea t с A0 
some schools reportedly accepted foreign stu- i 

dents without a study permit or visa from the Bl. 
‘The suspension was ordered on March 15 by act- 
ing immigration commissioner Artel Caronon- 
gan. Under immigration laws, foreigners are pro- 
hibited from enrolling in any school inthe coun- 
try without a study permit or student visa from. 
the BI. The school should also be accredited by 
the bureau. Most of these language schools cater 
mostly to Koreans and Chinese students. BI was 
also investigating reports that foreign students 
wore being smuggled by human trafficking syndi- 
Tates that would then sneak them out to a third 
country. Leila B. Salaverria 
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Senators warn: 


From page Al 

"The two senators said the peoples ini- 
tiative being pushed by President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo to accomplish her goal of Char- 
ter change so she could stay in power 
‘would likely be derailed by legal obstacles. 

“The Cha-cha train would not run over 
those who oppose it, Instead, it would be 
derailed because itis a runaway train with 
rogue passengers who get paid to ride but 
‘would be hurt when the train gets off the 
loose tracks," Sen. Arroyo said. 

“The Cha-cha train has no congres- 
sional franchise to operate (a valid ini- 
tiative law) nor an engine with a valid 
license to operate it (Comelec),” Arroyo 
said in a statement. 

He was referring to the absence of an 
enabling law that would justify revising 
the Constitution through collection of 
signatures, and the Commission on 
Elections’ lack of authority to approve 
such an initiative. 

Pimentel, in an interview, called on 
“those riding the Cha-cha train (to) get 


( 


—— 


os 
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off as quickly as possible because their 
train is heading for a cliff as a result of 
the flaw in the constitution of the train 
and the lack of proper direction of the 
ones operating the train." 


In Never-Never Land 

“SDV (Speaker Jose de Venecia) is the 
champion dreamer of fascinating goals 
and Gloria is his intended beneficiary, 
but theyre both living in Never-Never 
Land,” Pimentel said. “Whatever Speak- 
er De Venecia says, I take that with a sack 
of salt, not just with a grain of salt." 

De Venecia had said that barring 
hitches, the Philippines could shift to a 
parliamentary system in three months. 

‘Ms Arroyo, in a speech on Thursday, 
compared the Cha-cha initiative to a 
train that had already left its station. 
She said it was time for politicians to 
stand back or get run over. 

Under the Cha-cha, the country 
would replace its decades-old presiden- 
tial style of government with a parlia- 
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Runaway train headed for diff, legal obstacles 


mentary government with Ms Arroyo at 
the helm in the interim. 


Big obstacle 
Arroyo and Pimentel agreed that a 
huge obstacle—a 1987 Supreme Court 
ruling that there was no sufficient law 
for such an initiative—lay in the path of 
* the Malacafiang-backed locomotive. 
"The Comelec is courting a contempt ci- 
tation from the Supreme Court for pro- 
with the initiative,” i 


terday accused the Arroyo administra- 


tion of trying to condition the public. 


mind that a people's initiative could be 
done without an enabling law. 

Speaking before the International As- 
sociation of Business Communicators 
conference in Makati, Drilon said: "We 
shall continue to explain to our people* 
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SENATE MINORITY LEADER AQUILINO 
Pimentel Jr. said yesterday he had re- 
ceived information that Interior Secretary 
Ronaldo Puno met with select barangay 
officials and told them to discuss chang- 
ing the form of government during the 
barangay assemblies held last weekend. 

Puno also told the officials that the as- 
semblies should not discuss the term of 
President Macapagal-Arroyo, Pimentel 
said, quoting information from sources 
he described as "officials" of the Depart- 
ment of Interior and Local Government. 

He did not name the officials. 

Puno has emphatically denied any role in 
the people's initiative and vowed to go after 
any DILG official who might be involved. 

speaking ага forum in Ambassador Ho- 


Pimentel sees Puno’s hand 


tel, Pimentel claimed the DILG “пабе 
minded" the printing of forms used in the 
signature campaign to carry out the peo- 
pies initiative, pointing out that the forms 
‘used throughout the nation were similar 

Thus, public funds had been spent for 
these, he said. 

Pimentel also said he had received in- 
formation that each district was given 
P500,000 for the the campaign to 
change the form of government, and 
that the money was coursed through 
ATM accounts of the coordinators. 

He said some of the coordinators, 
who either held barangay assemblies or 
door to door campaigns, even returned 
some of the money that was not used.By 
Leila B. Salaverria 
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stitution says. Otherwise, we will have anarchy 
in our country” 

Majority Leader Francis Pangilinan urged 
Malacafiang to rethink its position of going all 
out for Cha-cha, saying there was no guarantee 
the people would approve it in a plebi 

Other opponents of Cha-cha did more than 
talk yesterday. 

The Bagong Alyansang Makabayan 
(Bayan) said it had gathered 2,000 signatures 
in just two hours in support of a petition 
against amending the 1987 Constitution. 

"This counter-signature collection, dubbed 
People's Movement Against Arroyo's Charter 
Change (PEOPLE'S MARCH), occurred at the 
SM North MRT station in Quezon City. 

The numbers seemed puny compared to 
the supposed 4 to 5 million signatures Cha- 
cha supporters had collected—purportedly 
after ensnaring people with offers of rice, sar- 
dines or P200 per signature. 

“The big difference is that people sign up 
against Cha-cha without expecting anything in 
retum. For them its not about cash giveaways 
and gifts. They voluntarily sign because they 
don't want GMA to stay in power” Bayan secre- 
tary general Renato Reyes Jr said ina statement. 

‘The equally militant Kilusang Magbubukid ng 
Pilipinas, called on farmers to launch Oplan Bawi 
Pirma, an operation to rescind the pro-Cha-cha 
signatures gathered by barangay officials. 

"Many pretexts were used to fool the masses 
into signing this so-called initiative, from ... an 
assurance (against) eviction to a proof of not 
being a New People's Army member... and oth- 
ers,” KMP secretary general Danilo Ramos said. 


Churchmen also opposed 

Some churchmen are also wary over Cha-cha. 

Evangelist Bro. Eddie Villanueva, leader of 
the 3-million-strong Jesus Is Lord Movement, 
called the move “illegal and immoral.” 

Citing reports from the Bangon Pilipinas 
Movement, a coalition he also heads, Vil- 
lanueva claimed some government employ- 
ees were made to each gather 10 signatures to 
support Cha-cha. 

Bishop Leonardo Medroso of Borongan, Samar 
said the effort could not be called a people's initia- 
tive because “it was initiated by public offi- 
cials. With reports from Blanche $. Rivera, Leila 
ЕВ. Salaverria, Philip C. Tubeza and Christian V 
Esguerra 


Migrant ... 


From page A! 
lies channel the funds into more productive 
endeavors. 

Countries exporting migrant workers should 
also take steps to improve their skills and tight- 
еп policies to ensure they do not fall prey to un- 
scrupulous recruitment agencies, Unescap said. 

"Policy-makers need to recognize that re- 
mittances are private flows of money that 
need to be treated as such. Therefore, these 
flows should not be taxed,” it said. 

‘The money has already been taxed in the 
country of origin and imposing taxes will 
courage workers from sending funds through 
the banking system, it added. 


‘Very high’ fees 

It nored that levies charged by remittance ser- 
vice providers "are very high,” with fees for small 
transfers reaching as high as 10-15 percent. 

“There is no doubt that more can be done 
to increase the volume of home remittances 
and to enable the recipients to use them more 
effectively" Unescap said. 

"Additional measures should be taken to in- 
crease the access of poor migrant workers and 
their families to formal financial institutions.” 

Unescap urged banks in the workers’ home 
countries to establish branches in host nations 
and allow micro-credit institutions and credit 
unions to transfer funds to rural households. 

The agency also said governments should 
give the right information about job opportu- 
nities to prevent situations in which families 
borrow huge sums to send а worker abroad, 
only to discover that the earnings are not 
enough to recover the cost. 


7 Major sources 


In the Asia Pacific region, Australia, Hong 
Kong, China, Japan, New Zealand, South Ko- 
rea and Singapore are major sources of remit- 
tances for developing countries, 

For Laos and Burma, neighboring Thailand 
is a key sources of workers’ remittances, Un- 
escap said, 

Outside the region, Canada, the United 
States, Britain, France, Saudi Arabia and the 
Gulf States are the main source of foreign 
workers’ remittances. 

An increasing number of remittance- 
senders are women, it noted. AFP 
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New SC justice 
vows to speed up 
‘turtle in crutches’ 


By Armand N. Nocum 


na 


Apart from Velasco, others rec- 
‘ommended to the post by the JBC 
to fill up the seat vacated by for- 
mer Chief Justice Hilario Davide 
Jt. were newly appointed Solici- 
tor General Eduardo Nachura, 
newly resigned Solgen Alfredo 
Benipayo, Sandiganbayan Justice. 
Teresita de Castro and Court of 
Appeals Justice Roberto Barrios. 

Velasco also vowed to pursue 
judicial reform initiatives started 
by Davide. As court administra- 
tor, Velasco played a key role in 
implementing Davide's Action 
Program for Judicial Reforms 
(APJR), which includes establish- 
inga court management informa- 
tion system, a case-flow manage- 
ment system to speed up the reso- 
lution of cases and the computeri- 
zation of all the courts through- 
out over country. 

He was instrumental in the 
passage and approval of a law 
that provided special allowances 
to justices and judges to double 
their basic salaries within four 
years. This resulted in the filling 
up of vacancies in the municipal 
and regional trial courts all over 
the country. 

Before joining the high court, 

Velásco also served as an under- 
Secretary of the Department of 
Justice and an associate justice of 
the Court of Appeals where he 
ranked eighth among all justices 
in the disposition of cases. 
, A graduate of the University of 
the Philippines, Velasco placed 
6th in the 1971 bar examinations 
with a score of 89.85 percent. 


NEWLY APPOINTED SUPREME 
Court Associate Justice Pres- 
bitero J. Velasco Jr. yesterday 
vowed to speed up the resolution 
of court cases amid complaints 
from the public that the Philip- 
pine judiciary was working like a 
“turtle in crutches.” 

Velasco, the 10th member of 
the high court to be appointed by 
President Macapagal-Arroyo, al- 
so stressed that the big number of 
Arroyo appointees in the high 
court would not necessarily make 
it subservient to the Palace. 

“all of us are committed to work 
toward the attainment of equitable 
and efficient justice for all" he said 
of the Arroyo appointees, adding 
that the President could not be 
blamed because the vacancies oc- 
curred during her time. 

The 57-year-old justice admits 
that his entry into the 15-man 
court comes at the time when the 
court is being criticized for its fail 
ure to speed up the resolution of 
cases, noting that some critics say it 
moves like a turtle in crutches. 

“I intend to devote my time 
[to] the speedy resolution of cas- 
es,” said Velasco, who missed the 
chance of entering the court five 
times in so many years, having 
been recommended for the post 
by the Judicial and Bar Council 
ОВС) since 2002. 

Describing the President's deci- 
sion to appoint him as "God's will" 
Velasco said his role in the judiciary 
‘was “to uphold ethics in the court.” 
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THE ADMINISTRA- 
боп of President 
Macapagal-Arroyo is 
the "biggest gam- 
bling lord in the 
country,” according 
to antigambling cru- 
sader Archbishop Os- 
car Cruz. 

Cruz, who generat- 
ed several congres- 
sional investigations in 
his high-profile cam- 
paign against 
“jueteng” last year, has 
now turned his atten- 
tion to the small town 
lottery (STL), a num- 
bers game that was in- 
troduced during the 
Aquino administration 
and recently revived 
by the government. 

Cruz said the re- 
vival of STL amount- 
ed to a legalization of 
jueteng, the illegal 
numbers game. 

The revival of the 
STL, a game of chance 
patterned after 
jueteng but closely su- 
pervised by local gov- 
emments, was the 
brainchild of Puerto 
Princesa Mayor Ed- 
ward Hagedom, who 
is the Presidents 
antigambling czar. 

Hagedom sees the 
STL, which is being 
bankrolled and man- 
aged by the Philip- 
pine Charity Sweep- 
Stakes Office, as pro- 
viding an alternative 
livelihood to people 
displaced by the ces- 
sation of jueteng. 

But Cnz, who 
heads the Krusadang 
Bayan laban sa 
Jueteng, said the Presi- 
dent was making the 
county “ethically 
bankrupt” by introduc- 
ing both the rich and 
the poor to gambling. 

In his view the 
Philippine Amusement. 
and Gaming Corp. 
(Pagcor), which super- 
vises casinos, indud- 
ing the new VIP Slots 
Club Project in Baliba- 
go, Angeles City, takes 
care of the rich gam- 
blers while the PCSO 
which manages the 
lotto and the resurrect- 
ed STL attends to the 
poor gamblers, 
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SINCE 1912 


ADVISORY 


8 Waves Waterpark and 
Hotel will be closed to the 
public for a corporate 
function on April 1. 

For further details 
regarding the waterpark's 
availability, please visit 
www.8waveswaterpark. 


SUMMER 2006 ENROLLMENT OPEN 
Classes Starts: April 03, 2006 


= Doctor of Education 

+ Doctor of Public Administration 

+ Master of Law 

- Master of Public Administration 

+ Master of Business Administration 

+ MA in Education Major in: Administration & 
Supervision, Guidance & Counseling 

= MA in Political Science 

+ MA in History 


UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS: 


= Bachelor of Laws 

Bachelor of Science in Accountancy 

+ Bachelor of Science in Business Administration 
Major in: Banking & Finance, Economics 
Management, Marketing 

+ Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering 

* Bachelor of Industrial Engineering 

+ Bachelor of Science in Criminology 
Major in: Criminal Justice System Administration, 
Security and Safety Management, Police 
Administration, Correction and Jail Management 

= Bachelor of Science in Foreign Service 

+ Bachelor of Science in Computer Science 

* Bachelor of Science in Hotel & 
Restaurant Management 

- Bachelor of Arts Major in: Japanology, Political 
Science, History, Economics, 
Public Administration, English 

* Bachelor of Science in Education 
Major in: English, Pilipino, Mathematics, 
Science, History, Guidance & Counseling, 
Computer Science, Library Science 

- Bachelor of Elementary Education 
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ner and dancing is reduced to 


wreckage after it capsized, Search and rescue workers try to break through the 
bottom of the two-story vessel. Dozens of bodles have been recovered, 


A tourist boat carrying more than 
130 people on a dinner cruise 
sank off Bahrain. They were 
mostly Asians on board but it also 
included Europeans and Arabs 
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,| The boat sank 
around 1.5km 


41] off the coast 
Persian’ <| Atleast 49 dead 


Ss rescued 
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BAHRAIN 


People ... 
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Sus lloilo, Davao del Sur and Batangas. 

Remote Batanes has the smallest popula- 
tion among the 77 provinces, but it has the 
biggest percentage of older persons. 


68 on the average 

Filipinos live an average of 68 years, and 
this median age has been unchanged since 
1990, according to COSE, which collated 
NSO data on the elderly last year. 

But the Philippines is losing young family 
‘members who traditionally take care of aging 
parents to better-paying jobs abroad. 

1n 2000, around 15.2 million households in the 
Philippines were headed by a senior citizen, 
meaning 57 percent of the countrys 5.4 million 
‘older people took responsibilty for their families. 

Recognizing the predicament of Filipino 
niors, who are left to fend for themselves and 
even for their grandchildren, COSE trained 
more than 470 home care assistants 
masseurs and community gerontologists for 
its home care program in Metro Manila. 


Asean aid for seniors 

Noting the burgeoning population of older 
persons in the region, the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) yesterday 
pledged $900,000 for its member-states who 
have welfare services for the elderly. 

"The Philippines will receive its funding assis 
tance through COSE, an umbrella group of 45 
‘organizations for senior citizens, for the expan 
sion of its home care program to the provinces 
and training of more volunteers until 2008. 

“The project is a good example of how со! 
laboration between different departments 
can help address an important issue from all 
its dimensions,” Bounpheng Philavong, Asean 
senior health officer for human development 
said in a speech. 

“Activities under the second phase wil 
build on the momentum established durin 
the first phase and move toward integratin 
aging population concerns into national d 
velopment agendas,” he said. 


Funds’ major source: Korea 

Philavong led representatives of the 10 
‘Asean member-countries and Korea, a major 
source of funding for the program, at yeste 
day's closing of the regional workshop for th 
elderly's welfare. 

“The project is implemented at the right 
time because aging is occurring at a very 
rapid rate throughout the countries of the 1 
gion," he said, 

“The Philippines ranks seventh of 10 Asean 
countries in terms of the older persons’ pre 
portion to the total population, according 
the United Nations Development Prograr 
2005 Human Development Report, 

Singapore has the biggest number of seni 
citizens at 6.5 percent of its population. N° 
come Thailand, Vietnam, Indonesia, Burma 
(Myanmar), Malaysia, the Philippines, 1 
PDR, Cambodia and Brunei, in that order. 


POWER TO THE PEOPLE! 


5 Filipinos among 57 drowned in Bahrain 


From page Al 
Nerida, a Philippine Embassy officer in 
Bahrain. 

‘The seven Filipinos who survived were 
identified in the Nerida report as Lilia 
Hermoso, Bayani Hermoso, Lanette Sal- 
gado, Segunda Siena, Hyacinth Dacay 
Perez, Abigail Silva, and Pamela Belardo. 

Perez, Silva and Belardo suffered mi- 
nor injuries and were brought to the Sal- 
mania Medical Complex for treatment. 

The four other Filipino survivors have 
returned to their homes in Manama, 
Bahrain's capital. 

Salgado and the two missing Fil- 
ipinos were among the crew members 
of the boat that capsized at around 9 
pm. (Bahrain time), Asuque said. 

“A company had a party on the 
tourist boat. There were 150 people on 
the guestlist but 15 did not get on the 
boat,” Asuque said. 

He said that it could not yet be ascer- 
tained how many Filipinos were actual- 
ly on board when the accident hap- 
pened. Initial reports indicated there 


were 20 Filipinos on board. 

It is possible that some people tried 
to swim ashore as the Al-Dana capsized 
less than a mile off the coast, and that 
might account for some of the missing, 
Interior Ministry spokesperson Col. 
Tarik al-Hassan said. 

Bahrain, a tiny island nation on the 
western side of the Persian Gulf, is the 
home of the US 5th Fleet. 


Alerted by cell phone 

The ship overturned while on an 
evening cruise that was to last several 
hours. 

“Things were going allright, people were 
dancing, people were having fun, but the 
boat was very crowded,” Khalil Mirza, a 
Bahraini survivor, told The Associated Press. 

The coast guard said there had been 
a dinner party on board Al-Dana before 
it sailed, He said the first word on the 
accident came from a survivor who 
alerted authorities from his mobile tele- 
phone saying the boat suddenly listed. 

Survivors hugged each other. Some 
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had blood streaming down their faces. 
Several wept uncontrollably as friends 
and relatives tried to calm them. 

Hassan said the dead included 17 cit- 
izens of India and 13 from Britain. 

He listed the death toll from other 
nations as: Pakistan five, South Aftica 
fous, Philippines three, Singapore two, 
Germany one and Ireland one. 

The 11 remaining dead had not been 
identified. 

"God willing, there will be other sur- 
vivors,” Hassan said. 

Bahrain TV showed pictures of res- 
cue workers using pick-axes to try to 
break through the bottom ofthe vessel, 

Earlier, Abdullah told Al Arabiya tele- 
vision that initial reports suggested the 
dead may also include 20 Filipinos, 10 
South Africans and 10 Egyptians. 

Hassan said the ship's captain, who is 
non-Bahraini, was being investigated, 

А survivor told Al Jazeera that the 
two-story boat had capsized after ap- 
parently being struck by a wave as it 
was turning, Reuters, AB Nikko Dizon 
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Book of 12 little things means a lot to heal nation 


From page Al 
copies, then 3,000, and 10,000 more copies. 


Book deal 

National Bookstore later approached him 
for a book deal, since customers had kept ask- 
ing why “12 Little Things” was not on its 


{bu profe n + | shelves, Lacson said. The store now offers his 


| || book, he added. 

Paracetamol "The success of the book caught Lacson by 
surprise, but he does not have to strug; 
an explanation. 

"We are really at a crucial stage where 
people are looking for solutions to their 
problems," he told the INQUIRER in an inter- 
view. "There's a hunger for urgent solu 
tions. And the solution I'm offering is so 

from bady pain easy to grasp that anyone can become part 
of the solution.” 

If every Filipino does his share of nation- 
building—not in grk-0.2 

and but practical, doable ways—then the 
country will definitely change for the better, 
Lacson said 


NOTHING GRAND, but the little things 
proposed by lawyer-author Alexander 
Lacson make a big difference in the life ofa 
nation, Eoma ACASHA 


His“12Little Things” are as follow: 

1. Follow traffic laws. Follow the law. 

2. Whenever you buy or pay for anything, 
always ask for an official receipt. 

3. Don't buy smuggled goods. Buy local. 
Buy Filipino. 

4, When you talk to others, especially for- 
eigners, speak positively about us and our 
country. 

5. Respect your traffic officer, policeman 
and soldier. 

6. Do not litter, dispose of your garbage 
properly Segregate. Recycle. Conserve. 

7. Support your church. 

8. During elections, do your solemn duty. 

9. Pay your employees well 

10. Pay your taxes. 

11. Adopta scholar or a poor child. 

12. Be a good parent. Teach your kids to 
follow the law and love our country. 


Foreword by Cory, Eggie 

Former President Corazon Aquino and In- 
слава founder Eugenia Apostol wrote the 
foreword to Lacson's book. 

“Iris good to read about Filipinos like Alex 
Lacson who continue to be very positive 
about our country Very often, we hear people 
complaining about conditions in our country 
and always putting the blame on someone 
else,” Aquino wrote. 

She added: “It is good that Alex believes 
that the answer to our problems lies in each 
and every Filipino.” 

Apostol said: “I had never met Alex-Lac- 
son—nor read him—until he sent the 
manuscript for this book to my house, asking 
me for a foreword. I read the manuscript and 
said, wow, yes, I would be happy to forewarn 
readers about it." 

She proceeded with her own "12 little 
don'ts” about the book, such as "Don't buy 
this book because you will be bothered by it’ 
and “Don’t read it because it will change 
yu 

Fr Ruben Tanseco S.J. of the Center for 
Family Ministries and Manuel Pangllinan, 
chair and chief executive officer of telecom- 
munication giant PLDT, also endorsed the 
book. > 


Secrets of developed world 

Tt took Lacson seven months to come up 
with the dozen “do-it-yourself” list, writing 
on Saturdays and Sundays, away from his pri- 
vate law practice. 

For years, he studied the lives and works of 
leaders like Singapore's Lee Kuan Yew to find 
out the secrets of the developed world, he 
said. 

His study led to a discovery: “I found that 
an important ingredient in development is 
good citizenship." 

"Look at the peopl* of Japan, Singapore, 
US ... They have good citizens who follow the 
law, perform their duties to the government 
and their responsibilities to the people,” he 
said. 

Good citizenship means showing re- 
spect for the neighborhood traffic officer 
or throwing litter into the garbage can, he. 
said. 

Lacson said his book should not be 
treated merely as a reaction to political 
crises. 

“I believe that (the book) transcends gov- 
ernments ... When I wrote it, I just wanted to 
help the country" he said. 

He said the crisis of legitimacy surrounding 
President Macapagal-Arroyo could have been 
prevented had all Filipinos abided by his ad- 
vice No. 8: “During elections, do your solemn 
uy" 


Hope in the people 

‘The advice is for everyone—from the elec- 
tion officials to voters, he said. 

Lacson studied at the University of the 
Philippines College of Law and did postgradu- 
ate studies at Harvard Law School in Cam- 
bridge, Massachusetts. 

He is married to Pia, also a lawyer. They 
have four children, two boys and оно girls. 
Their youngest is an adopted child, he said. 

Five years ago, he and Pia seriously 
considered migrating to the United 
States or Canada when it seemed that the. 
country was hopelessly mired in crisis af- 
ter crisis. 

"The couple had a long discussion, and they 
realized that, yes, there was still hope, and it 
resided in the people. 
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Slim pickings 


Н: DO YOU SOLVE A PROBLEM LIKE JOBLESS- 


ness among Filipinos of working age? Well, you 

don't. For the simple reason that there is no such 
problem. And that is according to Trade Secretary Peter 
Favila. 

If Filipino workers and professionals would just accept 

the jobs that are there waiting to be filled, nobody would 

be complaining about unemployment, 

EDITORIAL Favila said. “We have plenty of jobs 

available in the country today, but the 

problem is, some Filipinos are just pihikan or choosy,” he 

explained. “Some Filipinos aspire to be the vice president 

immediately upon hiring or they want to be able to pick 

the time and place of work. Those who can't get what 

they want choose to just wait till their ideal job falls on 
their lap.” 

Now, who will dare dispute such an incisive and in- 
sightful analysis of the Philippine labor situation? Con- 
sider the more than 3,000 Filipino doctors who have 
found employment abroad in the last five years. They 
were so choosy that they rolled up their diplomas, went 
back to school and applied for employment as nurses. 
Nursing apparently is the apex of the medical profession 
in Favila’s own estimation. 

‘What about the teachers and other college graduates 
working in such places as Hong Kong, Singapore and 
Italy? They must have been so picky they settled for noth- 
ing less than their present jobs which require them to leave 
their homes and their own children to take care of the chil- 
dren of others, sometimes working 24/7 without relief. 

‘And the workers who sneaked into Iraq and other war 
zones to find employment? They are so choosy they would 
rather work in places where they must risk life and limb 
and dodge bombs and bullets than in this country where 
they can sleep soundly and be close to their families. 

So choosy, in fact, are millions of Filipino workers that 
rather than work at jobs they don't like, they would go 
hungry and see their loved ones go hungry. That's the rea- 
son 17 percent or about one out of every six Filipinos expe- 
rienced hunger this year, according to the latest surveys. 
‘And if that number has grown from 12 percent last year, 
Favila would probably say that’s because misery loves 
company. 

How many Filipinos are choosing blissful joblessness 
over distasteful work? According to the latest survey done 
by the National Statistics Office, there were 55,248,000 
Filipinos of working age as of January this year. Of this 
number, 35,224,000 were either employed or looking for 
jobs, among whom 2.8 million couldn't find any. That's an 
‘unemployment rate of 8.1 percent, much higher than the 
7.4 percent rate of joblessness just three months earlier, in 
October 2005. And that number would have swelled some 
more had not some 980,000 choosy workers hocked their 
farms and sold their carabaos so they could work for for- 
eign employers during the whole of last year 

‘Among the 32.4 million Filipinos who were employed, 
21.2 percent or 6.9 million were underemployed. That 
means that they either wanted to work full-time, get sec- 
ond jobs or move to other jobs that would pay better. 
Which in turn means they were merely hanging on to their 
jobs for lack of better ones. Not much choice for them obvi- 
‘ously, contrary to what Favila says. 

‘The grim reality is that the number of workers has been 
increasing faster than jobs are being created. While more 
than a million new workers joined the labor force last year, 
only 750,000 new jobs were created from January 2005 
and January 2006. Out of this number, more than half or 
389,000 were in the form of unpaid work for the family, 
mostly in agriculture, according to Inquirer columnist 
Cielito Habito. The self-employed, numbering 263,000, 
made up the next biggest number of newly employed 
workers, All together, 87 percent of those who did find em- 
ployment last year decided to work for themselves or for 
their families. And only 98,000 found jobs that came with 
regular wages or salaries, a mere 13 percent of new job 
openings filled last year. Very slim pickings, indeed, for 
Favila’s picky jobless. 

But if Favila were just half-serious about his job, he 
would be losing sleep over that last statistic. As Habito has 
pointed out, about half of existing jobs are occupied by 
salaried employees and wage earners. If 13 percent is the 
best that the economy can now generate, we will soon 
have a much bigger army of workers who work for their 
meals and little else or who don’t have any work at all. And 
it will not be of their own free choice. 
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An unconstitutional initiative 


LAST YEAR, THE CONSULTATIVE COMMIS- 
sion supposedly conducted consultations with 
the people on the proposed changes to be 
made on the present Constitution. it had an 
initial fund of P10 million that it immediately 
protested as insufficient and was probably in- 
creased to accommodate the luxurious board 
and lodging of its itinerant members, not to 
mention their generous per diems and other al- 
lowances. 

Tn fact, it was not a consultative body but 
was charged, albeit privately, to promote the 
parliamentary system publicly advocated by 
President Macapagal-Arroyo and Speaker Jose 
de Venecia who are both suspected of schem- 
ing to remain in power as President and Prime 
Minister respectively of the new government. 
Chair Jose Abueva is himself an active support- 
er of the proposed change, which undeniable 
fact alone refutes the pretense that the com- 
mission was an impartial body out to “consult” 
the people on their real sentiments about the 
contemplated changes. 

After going all over the country on their ex- 
pensive mission, the body rendered a report 
which, to nobody's surprise, overwhelmingly 
supported the views of Ms Arroyo, who had 
created it. Nobody paid attention to its recom- 
mendations except Melacafiang and the 
House of Representatives, which especially 
salivated over the proposal to extend the term 
of its members until 2010. The rest of the na- 
tion simply dismissed it as another extrava- 
gant waste of public funds; many civic-mind- 
ed citizens merely relied on the accounts of 
the media on the supposed accomplishments 
of the body. 1 am one of those who did not 
choose to waste their time reading its obedi- 
enttripe. 

Atit again last week were the proponents of 
what is frivolously called the Cha-cha, which 
term alone suggests the triviality of the move- 
ment supposed to improve the supreme law of 
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the land. They started what they called a signa- 
ture campaign designed to directly involve the 
masses in an initiative 10 revise the Constitu- 
tion under its Article XVII, Sec. 2 that they have 
apparently not read carefully or are intending 
deliberately to misinterpret. 

‘The Department of Interior and Local Gov- 
ernment is leading the movement to persuade 
the people to support the changes suggested 
by the team of Arroyo & De Venecia to replace 
the system they have been misgoverning under 
the Constitution they would blame for their 
own shortcomings. Leyte Gov. Jericho Petilla 
has reportedly ordered the release of P3,000 to 
each of the more than 1,400 barangays in the 
province, for a total of not less than P4.2 mil- 
lion, to insure the success of the Cha-cha in 
their turf. And that's only one province 

‘Other local officials are likely to follow suit, 
if only to ingratiate themselves with Ms Gloria 
and again cause a tsunami of public funds by 
the hundreds of millions of pesos better used 
for more urgent purposes. These are to be 
wasted on the futile and foolish plan to revise 
the Constitution not by direct act of Congress 
or by a constitutional convention but by an un- 
constitutional initiative 

‘The Constitution may be changed under its 
Article XVII either by an amendment or a revi- 
sion. The Commonwealth Charter simply 
spoke of amendments in a generic sense to in- 
clude both piece-meal change and overall 
rewriting, but both the 1973 and 1987 Consti- 
tutions would make a distinction between 


amendment and revision. Amendment as un- 
derstood under such charters would refer to 
simple modifications, like changing the term of 
the President or the retirement age of judges. 
Buta revision would be a revamp of the entire 
system of government like a replacement of 
the presidential with the parliamentary. It's 


" like the difference between just changing the 


spark plugs of a car and overhauling its en- 
gine. 

For the record, 1 dismissed the unconstitu- 
tional initiative not only in my book on Philip- 
pine Political Law but also in my several arti- 
cles in this column, the last of which was on 
Jan. 21, 2006, where I wrote: 

“The other allegedly available method is 
easily dismissible. The advocates of charter 
change are threatening to use as an irresistible 
alternative the right of the people to directly 
amend the Constitution through the initiative 
allowed under Art. XVII, Sec. 2 of the Constitu? 
tion. The vote needed is only 12 percent of the 
total number of registered voters, of which ev- 
ery legislative district must be represented by 
at least 3 percent of its registered voters. They 
say they can easily observe these require- 
ments. 

"The premise is correct but its interpretation 
is erroneous. The Constitution may be revised 
or amended by Congress or a constitutional 
convention under Art. VII, Sec. 1, but only 
amendments, or piece-meal changes, may be 
effected by initiative under Sec. 2. The con- 
templated change of the government from 
presidential to parliamentary will involve a re- 
vision, not a mere amendment. It like over- 
hauling the entire engine compared to just re- 
pairing the alternator.” 

Even freshmen law students know the dif- 
ference between an amendment and a revision. 
and that a revision cannot be effected through 
an initiative. The dancers of the Cha-cha 
should be educated on this simple fact. 


Brazen lies and karma 


NO ONE CAN SAY THAT GLORIA MACAPA- 
gal-Arroyo’s statement—this train has al- 
ready left the station"— referring to Charter 
change, is an untruth. And Freudian slip or 
not, the metaphor reveals the strategy she and 
her cohorts in government have adopted to ac- 
complish the change: railroading. 

But there are brazen lies, alas, in her version 
of who is behind the move, and who are 
against the move. She said: “The true power of 
the people is being felt withthe signature cam- 
paign to change our form of government. The 
old-time politicians of the status quo better 
stand back because this train has already left 
the station.” 

Come, Ms President, you know fully well 
that the signature campaign shows the mark of 
goverament forces and traditional politicians 
behind it. The victims of that “train” are the 
people who have so far been against Charter 
change, in general, and a parliamentary sys- 
tem, in particular. $ 

Or to put it another way: That signature 
campaign has nothing to do with the people. It 
has to do with Jose de Venecia who—knowing 
he has not a snowball's chance in hell of being 
elected president—has been moving heaven 
and earth to change the rules of the game so 
his chances of leading the country are marked- 
ly improved. It has to do with the traditional 
politicians in Congress, who enjoy their power. 
and want to increase it and perpetuate them- 
selvesin it. 

And finally, it has to do with GMA herself 
who, if the Charter change is approved, can 
finish her term with her powers intact and 
without fear of impeachment. Why? Because 
the first section of the proposed new Article 
XVIII, titled “Transitory Provisions," effectively 
ensures it: “The incumbent President and Vice 
President shall serve until the expiration of 
their term at noon on the thirtieth day of June 
2010 and shall continue to exercise their full 
powers under the 1987 Constitution unless im- 
peached by a vote of two-thirds of all the mem- 
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bers of the interim parliament.” Nota bene: Un- 
der the present system, only one-third of the 
House of Representatives is sufficient—but it 
stil failed—to impeach her. Another nota bene: 
no elections in 2007 (implied, because the in- 
terim parliament is composed of present legis- 
lators from both Houses, plus Cabinet mem- 
bers); no more term limits (explicit) 

With such goodies for themselves, no won- 
der the trapos are prepared to go to any 
lengths, including riding roughshod over a 
Supreme Court decision and the people's senti- 
ments, and lying through their teeth. To add 
insult to injury, they make use of government 
resources to accomplish their aims. The simi- 
larity with the Marcos regime is palpable, but 
unfortunately diminished in effect because the 
opposition has cried wolf so often that no one 
is listening to it. 

Take the 1997 decision of the Supreme 
Cour in Santiago vs. Commission on Elec- 
tions: “This petition must then be granted, and 
the Comelec should be permanently enjoined 
from entertaining or taking cognizance of any 
petition for initiative on amendments to the 
Constitution until a sufficient law shall have 
been validly enacted to provide for the imple- 
‘mentation of the system.” Crystal clear, right? 
‘And even the justices who thought there was 
already a sufficient law (RA 6735) agreed that, 
in any case, people's initiatives covered only 
amendments (small changes) and not revi- 
sions (major changes). 

Congress has not passed the required law, 
but its leadership is obviously supporting the 
"people's initiative. Changing the form of gov- 


ernment is by any definition а major, structural 
change, but the GMA train is passing it off as 
an “amendment.” And the Abalos Comelec is 
certainly entertaining and taking cognizance 
of the initiative by saying that it can verify the 
signatures. Even without an enabling law? De- 
fiance of the Supreme Court, right? What hap- 
pened to the rule of law? 

Lets look at the so-called “people's initia- 
tive." Most of the signatures were obtained dur- 
ing the semi-annual barangay assemblies on 
March 25. All over the Philippines, in all the as- 
semblies, the petition forms/signature sheets 
were identical, the instruction sheets on how to 
get signatures were the same, and it was the 
barangay chairpersons who were in charge of 
getting signatures. Does that sound like a peo- 
ples initiative, or a government initiative? 

Finally, let's look at what the people think of 
the parliamentary versus the presidential sys- 
tem—the core issue in the “people's initiative.” 
‘The advocates of the parliamentary system 
have made much of the latest Pulse Asia sur- 
vey, which showed 43 percent of the respon- 
dents in favor of Charter change, against 48 
percent not in favor. The difference is not sta- 
tistically significant. See, they crow—people 
do want Charter change. And they stop there. 

But Charter change can mean many 
things—federalism, economic liberalization, 
unicameral legislation, a parliamentary form of 
government. Since this "initiative" has to do 
with really one major change—from presiden- 
tial to parliamentary, it із only right to know 
whether the people want a parliamentary sys- 
tem (not to mention “no elections” in 2007 and 
"no term limits” in perpetuity), The answer, as 
given in the October 2005 (released last Decem- 
ber) and March 2006 surveys (to be released on 
Monday) of Pulse Asia, isa big fat "No." 

‘This, in spite of the fact that JDV, GMA and 
the trapos are selling Charter change as the an- 
swer to all our prayers and the solution to all 
‘our problems. They will get their comeup- 
pance. Karma, 
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THE RESULTS OF THE RECENT BAR EXAMINA- 
tions have four of the Top 10 coming from schools 
other than the two fierce rivals UP and Ateneo. 
These are the University of Perpetual Help-Rizal, 
MLO University, Far Eastern University and the 
Philippine Law School, The least known is the 
University of Perpetual Help, which produced the 
sixth placer. A few years back, the topnotcher 
‘came from a Baguio school, while another came 
from Cebu. It goes to show that landing in the Top 
10 is not an exclusive feat of the top schools. 
‘What counts is the combination of brains, hard 
‘work and good study habits. 


Among those who passed the bar were rela- 
tives of politicians, including topnotcher Joan 
de Venecia, niece of Speaker Jose de Venecia; 
Herxilia Alvarez, daughter of Heherson and 
Cecile Alvarez; and Eduardo Antonio Nachura 
Jr, son of Solicitor General Ed Nachura Sr. 
Herxilia fulfills the dreams of her dad, who 
was a few units away from a law degree at the 
UP College of Law (he went on to get an MBA 
from Harvard University while on exile). A few 
nights ago, I teased the Speaker at his step- 
daughter Carissa Cruz’s wedding about the 
heavy concentration of talent in his family. 
"Trade Undersecretary Carissa belted songs to- 
gether with singer Bimbo Cerrudo that 
Showed the vast range of her powerful voice. 
JDV's son, Christopher, also sang. Now comes 
Joan topping the bar exams. 

The Comelec came under fire from some 
politicians who said that verifying the signatures 
in the people's initiative could get it into legal 
trouble as that's tantamount to "entertaining" a 
petition for Charter change. This stems from the 
Tuling of the Supreme Court in Santiago v. Com- 
elec that RA 6735, the People’s Initiative Act au- 
огей by the late Raul Roco, is insufficient. This 
fact has since been twisted, however, to say that 
the Comelec cannot have anything to do with 
those signatures at all. The misimpression 
heightened after Comelec Commissioner Romeo 
Brawner was quoted as saying it cannot act on 
the initiative even as Chair Benjamin Abalos was 
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already saying it will verify the signatures. 


Comelec director for education and infor- 
mation James Jimenez, in a letter to this col- 
umn, pointed out that the Supreme Court rul- 
ing also states that prior to the filing of the pe- 
tition, the Comelec can do several legal things: 
prescribe the petition's form; issue through its 
Fecords office a certificate on the total number 
of registered voters in each district; assist, 
through its election registrars, the establish- 
ment of signature stations; and verify the sig- 
natures, using the voters’ list. He said the veri- 
fication of signatures is merely part of the pro- 
cess of preparing the petition, and it should 
not be mistaken for the petition itself. In fact, 
the SC has said, üred si 
tures, the petition cannot be validly i 

What's emerging from this clarification and a 
closer examination of the decision penned by Jus- 
tice Hilario Davide is that it's not as hostile to ini- 
tiative as it seems. In the conclusion, the Court 
"permanently enjoined” the Comelec from enter- 
taining any petition for initiative until a “suffi 
cient law” shall have been validly enacted. But it 
also stressed that the initiative to propose consti- 
tutional amendments “should no longer be kept 
in the cold; it should be given flesh and blood, en- 
ergy and strength.” It said Congress “should not 
tarry any longer” in complying with this constitu- 
tional mandate. 

it should also be pointed out that the voting on 
this issue was very close at 8-6, and after a motion 
for reconsideration, the decision became 7-7. 
‘This means recognition of RA 6735 as sufficient 
was just as strong as the view calling for a new en- 


Prostitution and Americ 


IN 2003, THE OFFICE OF THE INSPECTOR GEN- 
eral in the US Department of Defense initiated a 
global assessment of “US military activities that 
promote and facilitate sex trafficking.” The as- 
sessment was conducted in two phases, first in 
South Korea and then in Bosnia-Herzegovina and 
Kosovo. 

In South Korea, which plays host to several 
‘American bases, “Courtesy Patrols” (a eu- 
phemism for military police or MPs) were found 
to be “friendly” with bar owners, employees and 

trous, giving the impression that there was “of- 
Real imprimatur’ on activities in the clubs, in- 
cluding US military personnel paying “bar fines” 
зо they could take out girls for a night. 

"The report on Bosnia-Herzegovina and Kosovo, 
according to an update issued by Equality Now, an 
organization that promotes women’s human 
rights, found that “Because there is no military 
standard that directly addresses patronization of 
prostitutes and other activities associated with hu- 
man trafficking, criminal prosecution of these ac- 
tivities under military law is rendered more diffi- 
cult, We believe that correcting these weaknesses 
is consistent with the ‘abolitionist approach to traf- 
ficking in persons or zero-tolerance policy with re- 
spect to US government employees and contractor 
personnel stationed abroad who engage in traf- 
ficking in persons set forth in the 2003 National 
Security Presidential Directive 22, which further 
states, ‘the United States Government opposes 
prostitution and any related activities.” 

‘The “zero-tolerance” policy was further rein- 
forced in 2004, with a defense department mem- 
orandum stating, among other things, that the 
department “opposes prostitution and any relat- 
fed activities that may contribute to the phe- 
nomenon of trafficking in persons as inherently 
harmful and dehumanizing,” 

‘THAT same year, General LaPorte, the com- 
mander of the US Forces in Korea (USFK) testi- 
fied before Congress and averred his com- 
mand was implementing the zero-tolerance 
policy. Since January 2003, said the general, 
the USFK had ordered disciplinary action on 
five servicemen for soliciting (or patronizing) 
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prostitution, and prosecuted 398 servicemen 
for related offenses such as violating curfew 
and trespassing on off-limit establishments. 
‘Last Oct. 14, US President George W. Bush 
signed Executive Order 13387, amending the 
‘Manual for Courts-Martial” to specifically list 
“patronizing a prostitute” as a violation of the 
Code of Military Justice. US military personnel 
will have committed an offense if they "com- 
pelled, induced, enticed or procured (a) person 
to engage in an act of sexual intercourse in ex- 
change for monetary or other compensation.” 
But Equality Now's campaign for the imple- 
mentation of a zero-tolerance policy continues. 
"The US military has not responded to repeated 
inquiries regarding any disciplinary action tak- 
en against US military personnel involving so- 
licitation of prostitution,” Equality Now re- 
ports. This, even as American soldiers continue 
to use women in prostitution in South Korea. 
Recently, a Filipina bar worker won a judg- 
ment against a South Korean nightclub owner 
“for forcing her to have sex with US soldiers,” 
Stars and Stripes, a US military newspaper, re- 
ported. Equality Now avers that “the failure of 
the US military effectively to enforce the law 
has been corroborated by women's organiza- 
tions in South Korea.” 
MEANWHILE, reports Equality Now, the South 
Korean government has taken “significant mea- 
sures” to combat trafficking and prostitution, but 
only after years of advocacy and lobbying by Ko- 
rean NGOS, such as, the Korea Women's Associa- 
tions United (КАО). 
Laws enacted in 2004—the “Act on the Punish- 
ment of Procuring Prostitution and Associated 


abling law. Why Congress bas failed until now to 
passa ew enabling law is yet ‘another argument 
га shift to a unicameral legislature. Nine years 
after the SC asked it not to tarry, Congress still 
has not acted on this matter. A unicameral parlia- 
ment would undoubtedly act much faster and in 
amore dynamic way. 

‘The media have noted that among the origi- 
nal six jurists who voted against the decision 
on the people's initiative, two are still aroun 
Chief Justice Artemio Panganiban and Associ- 
ate Justice Reynato Puno. They both strongly 
asserted that RA 6735 was sufficient to serve 
as implementing law. This is one reason pro- 

ative advocates are optimistic that the 
Court will reverse itself. 

Panganiban’s dissenting opinion, for in- 
stance, asserted that under the majority's “re- 
strictive” view, the Constitution cannot be 
amended at all through an initiative as it will 
“effectively but unnecessarily curtail, nullify, 
abrogate and render inutile the people's right 
to change the basic law.” He said that at the 
very least, the majority holds the people's 
right “hostage to congressional discretion on. 
whether to pass a new law to implement it, 
when there is already one existing at present 
(RA 6735), imperfect as it is.” Panganiban 
found the majority position “all too sweeping 
and all too extremist,” and likened it “to burn- 
ing the whole house to exterminate the rats, 
and to killing the patient to relieve him of 
pain." He said initiative, like referendum and 
recall, is a “new and treasured feature" of the 
Philippine constitutional system and all three 
are "institutionalized legacies of the world-ad- 
mired Edsa people power.” He stressed that 
like elections and plebiscites, these are "hal- 
lowed expressions of popular sovereignty.” 

‘These points will be taken up and reviewed by 
the Court. But I submit that at the very least, the 
six or seven million signatures for initiative 
should shake the senators out of their selfish in- 
terest and move them to te with the 
House in passing an enabling law that will pave 
the way for the exercise ofthe people's initiative. 
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Acts” and the “Act on the Prevention of Prostitu- 
tion and Protection of its Victims Thereof"— call 
for strict sanctions for trafficking and procuring 
prostitution. The second law also authorizes the 
establishment of assistance facilities and counsel- 
ing centers, with an infrastructure of social, legal 
and medical support, for victims. "Under the new 
legislation,” writes Equality Now, “victims of 
prostitution are defined as persons who are sub- 
ject to various forms of coercion, including 
through drugs and debt, to sell sex. Victims of 
prostitution are not subject to punishment. 
Rather they are eligible for the assistance and 
counseling provided for in the law.” 

1n the year since the laws have been passed, 
says Equality Now, the number of commercial sex 
establishments has decreased by 36.8 percent, 
according to figures provided by the Korean Na- 
tional Police Agency. 

IN AN UPDATE sent to partners around the 
world (thanks to Annie Serrano of the Women 
and Gender Institute of Miriam College for 
passing it on to me), Equality Now calls on ev- 
егуопе concerned about the issue to write to 
President Bush "welcoming EO 13387. 
specifically enumerating 'patronizing a prosti- 
tute’ as a violation,” while urging Bush and 
Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld to strictly 
enforce this provision “noting that patroniz- 
ing prostitution feeds the global demand for 
sex trafficking and noting reports that the law 
is not being effectively enforced." 

Supporters are also urged to write South 
Korean President Roh Moo-hyun and Minister 
of Justice Jung Bae-chun “thanking them for 
the efforts to create a new legal framework 
that recognizes and protects victims of prosti- 
tution while holding those who exploit them 
accountable”; and urging them “to ensure that 
the new laws are strictly enforced.” 

‘And while you're at it, you might want to 
write to President Macapagal-Arroyo and Jus- 
tice Secretary Raul Gonzalez urging them to 
show stronger resolve to uphold the national 
interest—as well as that of the accuser—in the 
Subic rape case. 


Israel’s new realism 


KADIMA VICTORY IN ISRAEUS ELECTIONS IS 
the country’s most important political turning 
point in 30 years, if not longer. The new par- 
fy—barely six months old—has realigned Israeli 
politics by transforming the entire framework of 
Ideological assumptions underpinning the coun- 
try’s security strategy. 

Everyone knew that Kadima would win and 
form a coalition with the moderate left Labor par- 
ty which managed a respectable second-place 
finish. As a result, some Kadima voters stayed 
home, while other potential supporters voted for 
Labor to strengthen its hand in pushing social and 
economic issues in Kadima-led coalition. 

‘On the right, the Likud party which Sharon aban- 
doned to establish Kadima, did very poorly partly be- 
cause many conservative voters also deserted it for 
religious, immigrant, and other parties. In fact, a 
wide variety of small political groups, including three 
Jewish religious parties, Arab parties, and a pension- 
fers party won seats. Since Kadima and Labor will not 
have a majority even as coalition partes, they will 
have to bring in some of these groups. 

But the importance of the distribution of seats 
pales in comparison to that of the longer-term 
Changes in Israeli politics implied by Kadima’s 
victory. Indeed, having attracted leading figures 
from both Labor and Likud, Kadima is now estab- 
lished as the most successful centrist party in Is- 
rael's history. With few political stars left in either 
Labor or Likud, Kadima may become the coun- 
пуз dominant party for many years to come. 

Ehud Olmert, the party’ leader and now elected 
prime minister, has been a maverick of the center 
Since his student days—a fitting symbol for the rap- 
prochement of left and right. But the rapprochement 
Itself is, of course, mainly the work of Ariel Sharon, 
‘whose influence is by no means diminished because 
heis in a coma. Kadima is built on Sharon's charisma 
and program, which reversed the most basic Israeli 
strategic thinking of the last half-century 

For 30 years alter the 1967 war, Israelis agreed on 
the need to keep control of the West Bank and Gaza 


TAA 


WoRLD 
View 


— 


Barry Rubin 


Sip unless or unti there was a comprehensive 
peace agreement with the Palestinians and the Arab 
states. From a security standpoint, the occupied terri- 
tories constituted critical terrain for defending Israel 
against an attack on its borders by Arab states 
armies. Moreover, from a diplomatic standpoint, the 
territories were regarded as bargaining chips (‘land 
for peace”) to be used in achieving a negotiated solu- 
tion. The Oslo agreement in 1993 and the ensuing 
peace process embodied that expectation. 

"The strategy ran aground in 2000, when Prime 
Minister Ehud Barak offered to give up almost all 
the occupied territories and accept a Palestinian 
state in exchange for real peace. The Palestinian 
leader Yasir Arafat turned him down flat and in- 
stead returned to a massive campaign of terrorism 
against Israel. 

"The entire Israeli political spectrum was thrown 
{nto confusion. The left had maintained that Arafat 
‘would make a deal and honor it; the right claimed 
that Arafat would make а deal and violate it, Ev- 
'eryone was wrong: there would be no deal to hon- 
or or violate. With the collapse of the strategy's 
‘most basic premises, what should Israel do? 

‘Sharon formulated the answer in 2004, con- 
cluding that Israel did not need the territories, 
‘They were no good as bargaining chips because 
there was no one with whom to bargain. Neither 
could they be annexed to Israel, owing to the de- 
mographic problem implied by continued control 
over so many Palestinians. Finally, with the USSR 
gone and the United States the world's sole super- 
power, the geostrategic situation had changed en- 


tirely. Arab states, preoccupied with other issues 
in the post-Cold War era, were less interested in 
the conflict, while the security situation in the ter- 
ritories themselves had become a problem. 

Sharon's solution was unilateral withdrawal 
and the idea that Israel would decide on its own 
interim boundaries, with a view to what it would 
claim—if there was ever—a negotiated agree- 
ment. Moreover, Sharon now agreed that a secu- 
rity fence, which historically was favored by the 
Israeli left, would enhance Israel's defenses. The 
country would then focus on domestic issues such 
as economic development, improving its public 
institutions and raising living standards. 

"This approach appealed to the vast majority of Is- 
raelis, regardless of their political loyalties, and the 
victory in January's Palestinian election by Hamas, 
which extols terrorism and demands Israel's extinc- 
tion, only reinforced the new strategic consensus. In 
fact, the new consensus is shared by most of Labor 
and the main opposition within Likud. The dream 
of peace, the nationalist fervor and the purported 
religious redemption that animated Israel's political 
combatants fora half-century are gone, replaced by 
a sense of resigned pragmatism. 

"That may inspire little enthusiasm, but the Is- 
rael that Olmert has now won a firm mandate to 
lead is by no means demoralized. On the con- 
trary, public opinion polls show that citizens re- 
main highly patriotic and optimistic about their 
personal lives. They have merely concluded that 
politics will not bring miracles, and that the most 
they can expect is to keep external threats to a 
minimum. That is Sharon's legacy. And, in Israel, 
fulfilling it will be no small achievement. 

Project Syndicate 


Barry Rubin is director of the Global Research in In- 
ternational Affairs (Gloria) Center of Israel's Inter- 
disciplinary University and editor of the Middle 
East Review of International Affairs (Meria). His 
latest book is “The Long War for Freedom: The Arab 
‘Struggle for Democracy in the Middle East.” 
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1HAVE ADNAYS WANTED TO BE A DOCTOR. I EVEN RE- 
member the exact time when realized this. Iwas 5 years old 
and having a severe asthma attack. Despite my Dad's efforts 
to relieve me of my difficulty in breathing, it was only my pe- 
diatrician who actually succeeded after giving me salbuta- 
mol, of course. The next thing I knew, I was already in medi- 
cal school studying to be a doctor. 

When I enrolled I told myself that as soon as I got my li- 
cense, I would join 
the Department of 
Health’s Doctor to 
the Barrios Program. 
It never entered my 
mind to take the US 
medical licensure ex- 
ams and practice 
medicine there. Up 
to now, in fact, can't 
help but feel disap- 
pointed when I hear 
about doctors taking 
up nursing and using that as their passport to the land of 
milk and honey. 

One of my friends who has been to the States a few 
times told me that feel this way for several reasons. First, 
Thave never been to the States and don't know what Lam 
missing. Secondly, I have never worked in my whole life; 
until now at age 26, I still ask for allowance from my Dad. 
Lastly, she said, I have never worked my ass off for three 
years without being able to buy even just a used car be- 
‘cause I earn just enough to get by. When I have experi- 
enced at least two of these, she predicted confidently, my 
decision will change. 

Of course, my friend is right. I have never held a paying 
job in my entire life. But I have definitely worked, under 
training, for two years in two of the biggest public hospitals 
in this country. I go on a 24- and even 36-hour duty, holiday 
orno holiday, every three days for two years now without be- 
ing paid any salary. Those are two of the three conditions she 
told me about, but my decision hasn't changed. 

There are times when I fear that the time and effort that 
invested in my medical education won't be repaid at all if 
I practice in this country. I begin to have doubts about my 
decision when my Dad tells me that I would be better off 
working abroad. But when I see a patient who doesn't 
even have P15 to buy a tablet that would lower his danger- 
ously high blood pressure or when I look at a patient dying 
of breast cancer because her family doesn’t have any mon- 
ey to pay for surgery, I am reassured that | am making the 
right decision. 1 may not be able to afford the comfortable 
life my colleagues are sure to have in other countries, but 1 
know I am working where I am most needed. In a few 
months time, I will get my license. When that happens, I 
will be off to a barrio which needs my skill badly. With 
some luck, I may be assigned to a barrio by the beach. And 
that wouldn't be bad at all. 


YouNc BLoop 
Che Zablan 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


Che Zablan, 26, is a post-graduate medical intern at the Jose 
Reyes Memorial Medical Center. 


Journey's reward 


Benjie Panabon ub 
EVEN BEFORE OUR COLLEGE GRADUATION, MY TWIN. 
brother and I were giving hints to our family that we wanted; 
to join the Jesuit Volunteers Philippines (JVP). At the зош 
of the last three words, especially the one in the middle, our 
parents jaws would drop. They would hear none of it, know- 
ing that being a JVP does not only mean volunteer work but 
also doing it away from home for 10 months. 

My brother and I would prompt argue passionately why 
‘we believed we should work as volunteers, while our parents 
kept insisting we should work for a fee or pursue higher 
studies. Moreover, they kept asking us what we stood to gain 
from “wasting our time” in such an endeavor. It was of 
course a trick question, because volunteering entails sharing 
and giving rather than gaining. 

In the end, our parents gave in. They knew that we were 
old enough to make our own decisions, and that it was they 
in fact who taught us to be socially involved. 

So two months after graduation, маз on a bus headed for 
Borongan, Eastern Samar, the place that would be my home 
for the next 10 months. With me were my area partners, Kris 
and Jackie, who were assigned to Lawaan to work as high 
school teachers. 

Eight months have passed since that day I left for Boron- 
gan, and during that time I have experienced a life that is 
Very different from the one I was accustomed to. It isa life of 
simplicity, of making do with bare necessities and of constant 
struggle for social justice. My work requires me to be im- 
mersed in different sectors of the community from women 
to farmers, and the experience has given me a bigger view of 
life outside the comforts of home. 

Thave heard Mano Nando, a leader on the island of Mani- 
cani, talk about the destructive effects of mining in their 
community. I have seen women working very hard to uplift 
the living condition of their families. 1 have witnessed an 18- 
year-old boy fight for dear life after he was shot several times 
by an uncle over a land dispute. 

It is depressing to see the poor deprived of social justice, 
especially if the circumstances suggest that they are victims 
of oppression. But it is inspiring to see them remain hopeful 
‘amid the tribulations they face. Every smile they flash is a 
gift, every conversation with them is a prized moment and 
every handshake isa great honor, 

My life as a volunteer in Borongan was not unlike my 28- 
hour bus ride from Manila. It has been a long and bumpy trip. 
filled with a mix of emotions, mostly great enthusiasm and 
deep anxiety. But the memory of the long and tiring journey 
is blurred by the more pleasant images of a picturesque 
countryside, of kind people we meet along the way and the 
experience of seeing and doing new things. 

What do we get for "wasting" one year of our lives in vol- 
unteer work? The answer is clear to those who have gone 
through the experience: The journey itself is the reward. 


Benjie Panahon, 21, is assigned to the Catholic Social Ser- 
vices Center, the social arm of the Diocese of Borongan. 
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AT . .. OPINION ....... ; SATORDAX ANI. в 
Missing out on the best president 


IN HIS MARCH 12 COLUMN TI- FVRspresidencybyarespectedso- sible because FVR settled disputes 

Мей “Ideals and betrayals,” Randy  ciologistandcolumnistlikeDavid. inside a fractious military and 

David made a brief appraisal ofthe _‘InevaluatingFVR's watch, writ- boldly launched peace talks with 

presidency in the last four decades, ers like David and other historians Muslim separatists and commu- Some lessons 

The years under review were pre- would probably remember him as nist rebels. On top of these, he h г 

Tented ‘chronologically 1972, а minority President who man- pushed for people empowerment from the past Menge ue (ot fhe feel ene Jerson: In our 

1986, 1998 and 2001. They corre- agedtocobbletogetheracoalition and brought governance to the foren Hy E ы саво, MR D Te кеніш, 

sponded respectively to therise of that helped push hundreds of eco- people by his weekly out of town NAPOLEON BONAPARTE, IN PET that co oorteesonpro. intolinglishand Pipino, 5 

Ferdinand Marcos, Cory Aquino, nomic reforms that leveled the. Cabinet meetings. spite of his many victories in the am, ra to 5 m I юре a пе xn 

Joseph Estrada and Gloria Maca- playing field and liberalized the Тһе results were impressive. It battlefield, eventually met his Wa- S ue da p nj m zc а inda n a sci eed] 

pagal-Arroyo. telecommunications, banking and restored the faith, belief and pride terloo. After him came Mussolini. 5 [s se ави Mi Arabia, pend fee orcs n 
gal Arroyo. cand invited my transport industries, FVR might of Filipinos in themselves, By mid- and Hitler, Notwithstanding their gpn China. Not only do they teach ainings RICCI SANTIAGO, 

curiosity was the glaring omission not have had enough time to re- 1997, the country was looking up to vast military powers, theyarenow heir own dialects piein ef signorelliGcooleare.com.sa 

of the mi 1992, when Fidel form the entire economy, but he become Asia's next tiger economy. E gone, pei ‘departed” кеса 

Ramos took his oath as president. certainly made it more efficient. ARTUROT VALDEZ, quiteignominiously. i ‹ , 

мода тене beenvery interesting- The envionment for economic ЛОТА Зета роем Imprecise reference to ‘1984 

to read the assessment made on development was made fully pos- Макан City not learn from the mistakes of the 


pat ше bound to repeat THISAPPEAREDINTHEINQUIR, downfall of Hitlers Nazi, Stains 

VE i inciple' , i them—with grimmer conse- rer editorial last March 21: “1984! term of office started in 1924 an 

Roco’s ‘sunshine principle and youth’s promise quences. In 1946, reactionary isa chilling portrayal ofa totalitar- ended in 1953. The purges under 

Membersofthe Philippine Congress ian society. It was meant to be Stalin's rule started even before 

THE SUNSHINE IN TODAY'S asked to speak before the Soropti-. was as normal as anyone in a reg- prevented duly elected representa- prophetic, and it came true in the second great war or a decade 
"speak" is transparency And mists. Until then, no man was al- ular neighborhood. He doted on tives belonging to the Democratic Stalin’s Soviet Union, Hitlers Nazi before the book was written. 

March, the month just passed, the lowed to talk before them. After his dog and cared very much for Alliance from assuming their posts, Germany Mao’s China and Kim Il- ‘The book, therefore, is not 


month dedicated to women, re. listening to him, they made him his family (including his in-laws Тһе incident fanned the Huk rebel- sungs North Korea. It is happen- prophetic insofar as the two cases 
minded us of this as much as of an "Honorary Woman.” In 1993, and the apos). There were the reg- ion, It is one historical lesson that ing in: other countries now.” are concerned. 
Raul 5, Roco, theman whose mem- inthe Senate, during a special day ular family eat-outs, going to the the President and her men should Orwell wrote "1984" in 1948 TONY BASA, 
ory always reminds us ofthe digni- for women, Sen, Leticia Shahani, movies and excursions to Maog- remember well. She who makes (published in 1949), well after the paetenian@yahoo.com 
tyefwemenand thepromise ofthe she presiding officer who adis mang Lugar (lappy Place), an peaceful change impossible makes 
young. At20, he wanted to change leave to deliver а speech some- Antipolo farm, He was not beyond a violent option inevitable. i i i 
the world, a 30 his country, andat where, yielded the chair to Roco going back to Ma Mon Luk to en- nonis remdndke ke the prést A circle without a circumference 
60 himself His one great guiding whom she called the "Honorary јоу a special siopao and а bowl of dent Rizal said through Pilosopo FIRST IT WAS THE DREAM ofa tions and those of her minions are 
principle was that of the truth. Woman." The title stuck forever, steaming hot mami, Tasyo, "Not all are asleep in the strong republic. Then the invita- contradictory to the teachings of 
“This explains Roco’s espousal of His hope in the young was пос Roco was a deeply religious darkest nights of our forefathers.” tion for Filipino expatriates to the God of the Bible, the God of 
the “sunshine principle, a phrase forthe future, Hesaid the “youth mam. He would always be among We can also citea common insight. spend their retirement in the the Koran and the God of the Tal- 
he used in his struggle for truth, is the hope of today," not tomor- Фе thousands of devotees honor- Опе can beat a dog once or twice Philippines, an unnecessary invi- muds. And no one needs a doctor- 
Roco believed thattrach wasessen- row, noting they were in Edsa I ing the Lady of Pefiafrancia at the and it may just whimper in the cor- tation since any Filipino worth his ate in economics or theology to 
tial in a democracy. He said when and П, not somewhere plotting yearly fluvial parade in Naga City. ner But if she beats it again, it will brown skin always longs to return see this. 
the sun shines, microbes die, but in the future. Roco believed that Не started all his meetings with a surely bite her in self defense. home. Then came the feigned, But I think I know which god 
the dark, corruption thrives. education must be made avail- prayer, asking for enlightenment То borrow the question Cicero hypocritical, sorrowful repen- Gloria refers to. She refers to the 
"As а senator, ће dedicated his able to all; and that imparting and guidance from above. asked Catiline in old Rome, until tance for the “lapse in judgment.” god of 15th-century philosopher 
work to putting women on equal knowledge does not diminish ` It's sad to think that this “тер. when shall you test the limits of But after being saved by her Nicolas of Cusa, who defined god 


footing with men. He passed and anyone but profits those who re- lar” guy is no longer with us. But our patience, Madame President? lapdogs in the House of “unRepre- as an imperceptible circle where 
supported laws, such as the Wom- ceive it, What a beautiful way of we can continue to take up his History is the Presidents best sentatives,” Gloria Macapagal-Ar- the center is everywhere and the 
en in Nation Building Act, the encouraging elders to guide the causes by emulating the principles counsel and the best judge of her royo has now become even more circumference is nowhere. 
Nursing Act, the Anti-Sexual Ha- young. ће lived by. The change he tenure. She should resign now and arrogant and belligerent. And Poor Philippines. All things are 
Пи (Таља the Anti Rape Law, ^ Perhaps, the Filipino should dreamed of in his youth is sull it may yet be kinder to her in the now she claims tobe the bestlead- centered on only one miserable 
the Child and Family Courts Law. take this signal from Roco and within our reach. future, Butifshe persists in her pet- er of the land. Then, she claims human being. The other 84 mil- 
People think it was because of speak the truth, show the young a When will the next Raul Roco ty tyranny, she too will departing: that “it's the will of God” that she lion or so Filipinos are expend- 
these laws that he was given the t- way to a better Philippines and ex- come? nominy—sooner or later. is the President of the strong (7) able. Can't we do something about 
tle “Honorary Woman.” Maybe, hort the women to get involved. -IYDIACASTILLO,  —ARCHIMEDESS. MARQUEZ, republic. this anomaly? 

but that monicker came about The private Roco behind the ev- A. Fabella Street, 420Gov.A.PascualSt, Frankly, I don't know which 
when, as congressman, he was er hardworking public servant BF Homes, Parafiaque City Navotas,MetroManila “god” Gloria refers to. All her ac- 


Lei Teaching Filipino and English in media 
LETTE RS ТМЕ READ MICHAEL TAN'S COL- fectively they also immediately 
umn titled “Why. Filipino” (PDI, translate the dialects into English. 

3/13/06), and 1 agree with him. If we look deeper, we can easily un- 
Even though media and tech! derstand why knowledge of both 
nology allow for instant commu- ‘languages are needed especially in 
nication, this doesn't mean that | teaching and learning technical 


—CEGIL PERALTA, 
ceperal@hotmail.com, 
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Bring your family closer, watch TV 
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Cebu mayors remove anti-PI masks 


By Jhunnex Napallacan tiative, so it’s anti-climactic ifwe But Cesante admitted that he фе mayors retreated from their  Cesante called him yesterday and 

PDI Visayas Bureau would issue a manifesto against got a call from the LMP national earlier position when told thathe asked not to pursue the drafting 
a eg said. ki oe because the league's na- gota call from the LMP. of the manifesto. 

E 3 Besides, Cesante said, "thereis tional officials got worried when Cesante has openly declared The lawyer said he would 

CEBU CITY- WHEN THE PRESIDENT SPEAKS, no material time for the mayors they read in the INQUIRER yester- support for the people's initiative abide by n decision of Cesante 

her allies in Cebu listen. to come together and affix their day that the Cebu mayors are not campaign but decided to support because he is the president of ће 
signatures” on the manifesto. going to support the people's ini- the position taken by majority of mayors league. 

Bowing to the desire of Presi- mostimportant: of which was that ‘Cesante also said that a num- tiative to amend the Constitu- Cebu’s mayors who, in a meeting Garcia also clarified that his 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo, the Ce- Ms Arroyo had declared her sup- Бег of barangays in many of Ce- tion. Tuesday, decided to reject the sister, Governor Garcia, did not 
bu Municipal Mayors League port for the peoples initiative Бие 48 towns have already gath- Сезам refused to identify scheme as they believed it wasil- say that she is opposed to the peo- 
(CMML) backed down of a plan campaign. ered signatures for the people's who made the call, even as hein- legaland unconstitutional. ple's initiative, but wanted to dis- 
to sign a manifesto opposing the Сезаліе said the planned man- initiative campaign. Sisted that he was not pressured The manifestowassupposedto tance herself from the campaign. 
use of peoples initiative to ifesto is already “overtaken by Сеѕаме added that since the ro drop the plantoissuetheman- be drafted by Capitol consultant “Her position is that she will 
amend the Constitution. events” because the Presidenthas message that they wanted to con- ifesto. Pablo John Garcia, brother of stay away from the process be- 

Dalaguete Mayor Ronald Alan spoken. vey had been printed already in Cesante also clarified that it Gov. Gwendolyn Garcia, and cause precisely, it would defeat 
Cesante, CMML president, cited “The President... had support- the newspapers, there was по had been his group's intention to provincial board member Victor the purpose of a so-called peo- 
several reasons why they would ed and endorsed the Charter longer any need for them to pass continue. supporting Ms Arroyo. Maambong. ple's initiative if politicians get in- 
по longer issue a manifesto, the change through the peoples ini- a manifesto. He said, however, that most of Lawyer Garcia confirmed that volved,” lawyer Garcia said. 


Port in Quezon town 
dreams of making it 
big in transshipment 


ALISON SYDREAMS OFMASSIVE the future of the grains trade. 
‘cargo ships docking at her auto- “Capesize for grains is not for to- 
mated grain handling facility in day. It's for the future. We expect 
Quezon province after it opens in 20 such ships to be coming on the 
May or June. grains market in 2007,” she said. 

"he grains port, the biggest of 55, chair and chief executive of 
three such terminals in the coun- Nation Granary, recently import- 
ty, has ambitions to become а ей 33,000 tons of Chinese corn, 
transshipment hub in Asia. 55,000 tons of Argentine wheat 

Sy will be the first port opera- and 30,000 tons of Argentine 
tor to test this set-up for grains in soymeal to test the unloader at 
Asia, traders said. Singapore and her port. 

Hong Kong are classified as tran- They were the first grain im- 
shipment hubs for container car- ports for Sy, who also brings in 
go, they said. liquid petroleum gas for the local 

,; Herterminalisaminiscule ver- market. 

Ў sion of Rotterdam, Europe's busi- ^ Traders said Nation Granary's 
est port, which handled 185 mil- new port will be busy handling 

z lion tons of all types of car- imports for local consump- 
go—from animal feed, coal and tion—even ifitdoes not becomea 
стаде oil to soybeans, tapioca апі transhipment hub. 
vegetable oils—in the first half of The country bought 1.8 million 

згд“ tons of rice last year. In a typical 

R "My dream is to bring capesize year, it imports up tò 3 million 

Ë ships into the country" Sy told tons ofboth milling amd feed 

5 Reuters as she leafed through’ wheat, 1.5 “million ‘tons of 

Y¥hipping magazines ather office. soymeal, 400,000 tons of soy- " 

Hier uM as £ 

mi you omer bigger sie to beasain ps drug den tn Dasmariñas, ate remo 

Thats economies of sale,” said wheat or soybeans. " 2 x 

5: Sy, whose family has been їл. Мабоп Granary will have a ca- 

5 volved in local trading of rice and pacity of 225,000 tons. ops arrest 1n rai on avite ru en 

E corn since 1969. Ric Pinca, vice president of the 

Ta en o Mn bul Philippine Association of Feed CAMP VICENTE LIM, LAGUNA ride) worth P450,000, 38 cal. search warrant issued by bile phone interview. 

eme m pe in cu cech rece erae Fre penons, Не бик ndr and several drag pam- Cavite regional trial court Datu Ismael was the site of sev- 

Pd omnit OOO ronsat of animal feed, bread, nodes, WOMEN, were arrested by agents phernalia. Judge Norberto Quisumbing, eral anti-illegal drug raids in the 

"grain created ripples in the mar- chicken and pork. —— > of the Cavite police and the Reyes said they released the he added. past. 

E icken and DOME pmentsshould Philippine Drug Enforcement Abdullahs after they were Residens in the area anda _ Two years ago, a PDEA op- 
onead deni но че une MENO EDEN iaa mid on a Drought de police station nearby village tipped off the erative was stabbed to death 

Sy cd deer tow sf мори gram. As unloading pe. ВИЕ den in, an Блаво for questioning, He did not policemen about suspicious Бу a suspected drug pusher in 

о ао eta Ire. cues bee enh our coors СИЊУ Hi Damaia атое why the three were activities in the two-story a botched buy-bust operation 

задауа іш. eet тање wil be cheaper Pinca said, in caviteyeserday. . freed. concrete house which was in in the same village. Despite 

Pee ee арта миша _ 50р. MAU NEG Пеш The Udo cir ames e the middle of shanties of a the numerous police opera- 

ice. тео ире бее fas police chief ‘identified brought to the FDEA-Calabarzon Muslim community, Reyes tions, several drug peddlers 

Gut syinsisted herconceptwas costoffood." duce the those arrested as Normina, Ja- office at this camp, said PDEA re- said continue to operate in the 

È malya and Norhisa, all sur- gional director Supt. Raul Barga- Не, however, said the suspects area. 

named Abdullah; Hadji Naro- mento. were not included in the drug Reyes said they have sought 


Corn processing plants misa Didagan and Lindi Amba- Reyes said a team raided watch list of the local police sta- the help of local officials to 
Е 


co. the house in Block 42 Lot 9, tion. help them get rid of drug oper- 


— 


Confiscated from them were Barangay Datu Ismael at 8:30 “Maybe the suspects were still ators inthe village. Marlon 


planned in C. Mindanao 150 grams of suspected shabu a.m. new in their illicit business,” Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon 


(methamphetamine hydrochlo- The raid was covered by a Reyes told the Inquirer in а mo- Bureau 


COTABATO cITY— 
The Department of 
Agriculture (DA) isset- 
ting up modem com 
processing centers in 
Central Mindanao. 
Being a major com- 
producing region, the 
DA is putting up mod- 
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mime qm 7 2 5 re x ium complex. 

‘Angelito Lim, Nab- 2 9.29 vigil chapels with luxurious fa 
cor projet manager, я + sifte-of-the art of 

the hasin- para es а 

Siem modem pes 2 16 class service from wéll-trained professional 


harvest processing fa- | 9. Breathtaking Universél Chapel & Buddhist Tem 


бе ar woul ew r e 
sure produerion of pre- À 
mium qualiy com. A One Legacy, One\.ink, One Са 
"We want to estab- * Е z PUR 
lab com processing 3 
center models that ~ : | 
TES : SANCTUADIUM | 
com here in Central " vf А 
2 Mindanao,” he said, { - Where memories live freier. 
Lim stressed the pro- ш ш Pre 
ja will be carried out m З [n K yu % z. 
peer 739 G. Araneta Ave., Е ¢ j E E E 
units, Edwin Fernan- Ы сог Agno Ext., Tatalon 
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NBI, DENR feud over seizure 
of illegal logs from Isabela 


BAYOMBONG, NUEVA VIZCAYA 
—lwo government agencies here 
gave conflicting claims over the. 
confiscation on Thursday of a 
truckload of lumber believed to 
have been illegally cut from the 
forests of Isabela, 

Agents of the National Bureau 
of Investigation intercepted a 10- 
wheel truck carrying 13,000 
board feet of lumber in Barangay 
Baretbet in Bagabag town after 
the shippers failed to show the re- 
quired permits. 

Lawyer Florencio Binalay Sr, 
chief of the NBI District office 
here, said the estimated 
P260,000 worth of tanguile 
(Shorea polysperma) was an ille- 
gal shipment as it lacked cutting 
and shipping documents, 

Officials of the Department of 
Environment and Natural Re- 


GMA opens 
RP's 1st 


sanitary 
landfill 


PUERTO PRINCESA CITY—HER 
main reason for coming here was 
to inaugurate the country's first 
sanitary Jandfill here but when 
she talked to around 500 resi- 
dents who waited for her, Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo dished 
out something for the city’s 
tourism industry. 

“Tourism is where Puerto 
Princesa is special,” she said. 

‘The President said Public 
Works Secretary Hermogenes 
Ebdane has been instructed to 
turn over an initial P50 million for 
the road rehabilitation of Sabang. 

Sabang, a sitio of Barangay 
Cabayugan, is the home of the 
World Heritage Site Puerto 
Princesa Subterranean River Na- 
tional Park, which is famous for 
its hundred-year-old limestone 
cliffs and the underground river. 

Tourism Secretary Joseph Ace 
Durano accompanied the Presi- 
dent during the visit, which was 
also highlighted by the inaugura- 
tion of the more than 150-km 
north road of the province, lead- 
ing from Puerto Princesa City to 
the town of Roxas in the northern 
partof the province. 

Puerto Princesa Mayor Edward 
Hagedorn said the landfill, which 
is on a 26.9-hectare piece of land 
in Barangay Sta, Lourdes some 
15 km from the city proper, is esti 
mated to last for 30 years. 

He added the idea fora landfill 
was conceived in 1992 when he 
first became mayor and the Asian 
Development Bank asked him to 
choose from several development 
projects. 

‘This was before the enactment of 
КА 9003 into law requiring all local 
governments to set up sanitary land- 
fills, Hagedomsaid. — Geraldford 
треће, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


sources, however, said the ship- 
ment was covered by a complete 
set of permits 

Binalay said an informant 
told them that the truck was 
able to pass through the DENR 
checkpoint in Barangay Capir- 
pirwan in Cordon, Isabela, near 
the Nueva Vizcaya-Isabela bor- 
der. 

Не said the shipment was cov- 
ered with an orange canvas and 
appeared like a cargo of palay 
(unhusked rice) from the outside, 
Upon inspection, NBI agents, 
however, discovered that sacks of 
rice husk were placed on top of 
the lumber, apparently to conceal 
the shipment. 

Documents showed that the 
shipment was owned by Jose 
Carreon Sr. It came from Benito 
Soliven town in Isabela and was 


INVESTIGATORS continue to pick up the pieces in the bombing of a bus in this Digos 


supposed to be delivered to a con 
struction firm in Calasiao, Pan- 
gasinan. 

The shipping permit was i 
sued by Celso Aresta, community 
environment officer of Naguilian, 
Isabela. 

Roberto Apigo, provincial envi- 
ronment chief here, said Carreon 
acquired the lumber in an auction 
conducted by the Natural Re- 
sources Development Corp. 
(NRDO). 

The NRDC is the corporate 
arm of the DENR that disposes of 
confiscated forest products 
through public auction, Apigo 
said. 

Despite the DENR claim, Bi- 
nalay said they were filing 
charges against Carreon and oth- 
er people involved in the trans- 
port because the lumber neither 


had a certification of its source 
nor an exemption from the total 
log ban issued by the DENR secre- 
[51 

Carreon said the shipment was 
legal. Я 

"(The use of rice husk over 
the lumber] was to purposely 
mislead some people along the 
route, who pretend to be au- 
thorities and check our ship- 
ment and our papers. It is caus- 
ing us much delay and leads to 
losses in our business,” he 
said, 

Binalay said the DENR 
would have to cooperate in 
the filing of charges to belie 
speculations that its person- 
nel had a hand in the illegal 
transport of the lumber. 
Melvin Gascon, PDI Northern 
Luzon Bureau 
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PNE Digos City gov't offer P100,000 
reward for bombers of bus in terminal 


DIGOS CITY—THE PHILIPPINE 
National Police and the local 
government of this city yester- 
day offered a P100,000 reward 
for any information that would 
lead to the arrest of the bombers 
of a passenger bus here on Wed- 
nesday. 

The police were treating the 
bombing, which wounded at 
least eight persons, as a case of 
extortion. 

Yesterday, the police identified 
the syndicate that has been de- 
manding P2.8 million from the 
owner of the bombed Weena 
‘Transit bus as “Urban Tiger Ac- 
tion Group.” 

The bandit group is al- 
legedly led by a Commander 
Tiger, the police said in a 
statement. 


Also yesterday, the police 
said a bus inspector employed 
by the Weena Transit, Jaime 
Quijano Jr., was shot dead on 
Thursday morning in Matalam 
town. 

Quoting reports from investi- 
gators, police chief Director 
General Arturo Lomibao said an 
improvised explosive device 
made up of ammonium nitrate 
was placed in the rear of the 
bus. 

1t exploded some 10 seconds 
after the bomber disembarked at 
the Digos City terminal, the po- 
lice chief said. 

Abelardo Gamilla, Weena 
Bus operations manager, admit- 
ted that the firm has been re- 
ceiving extortion letters and 
calls from unidentified per- 


sons. 

Gamilla said the bus firm ig- 
nored these demands. 

He said the threats were part of 
the risks in the transport industry 
operations. 

Edgardo Valdeviezo, Weena 
Bus Line owner, also said that pri- 
or to the bombing he received a 
phone call from an unidentified 
man demanding P2.8 million or 
else one of his buses would be set. 
onfite. 

Gamilla said the bus firm 
does not have sophisticated 
equipment that could detect 
the presence of volatile sub- 
stances or explosives in the 
baggage of passengers. Luige 
del Puerto in Manila and Eldie 
Aguirre, PDI Mindanao Bu- 
reau 


Security at PMA graduation tightest ever 


FORT DEL PILAR, BAGUIO CITY 
—The Philippine Military Acade- 
my operated its tightest security 
operation yet when its largest 
batch of cadets graduated last 
week. 

Visitors and guests were not 
allowed to carry large bags or 
backpacks, and all cellular 
phones were electronically- 
jammed as soon as they entered 
the PMA. 

President — Macapagal-Ar- 
royo, the guest of honor and 
speaker, promoted all 324 
members of PMA “Mandala” 
Class of 2006 to second lieu- 
tenants. 

But the strict security 
guidelines were not due to 
continuing coup threats that 
were raised by Armed Forces 
chief of staff, Gen. Generoso 
Senga, earlier when he spoke 
to the Philippine Constitution 
Association, a PMA official 
said. 

Air Force Сар. Dennis 
Solomon, PMA public informa- 
tion officer, said the measure was 
almed at controlling the unusual- 
ly big crowd that would be drawn 
here to witness the graduation 
rites, 

Mandala members managed 
to keep their original number 

А 


Ñ 


CADETS go on a silent drill in preparation for thelr graduation last 
week that saw the PMA's tightest security preparations ever. roimioro 


intact as they finished a four- 
year term of regimented train- 
ing and advanced academie 
courses, according to Brig. Gen. 
Leopoldo Maligalig, РМА st- 
perintendent. 


In fact, some members 


broke other PMA records. Ma- 
ligalig said one of the cadets 
completed a course in thermo- 
dynamics with perfect scores 
inall tests. 

“Umiikot ang aming puwet. 
(we are uneasy) This class is 


twice the number of cadets we 
graduated in our history” 
Solomon said. 

Even officials at the Presi- 
dential Mansion will need to 
deal with this “security night- 
mare.” 

Ms Arroyo, who flies to the city 
today (Friday), has offered to 
tender dinner for all 324 cadets 
and their parents, according to 
coordinating officials from Mala- 
cafiang. 

"We actually dont know 
where to put [that huge] number 
at the Mansion. We are opting for 
heavy cocktails instead, but this 
is stilla very large group, maybe 
the largest group of guests the 
Mansion will host,” said a gov- 
ernment official who is privy to 
the Presidents schedules at the 
Mansion. 

‘All 324 cadets were in forma- 
tion on the parade grounds dur- 
ing graduation, but only 76 of 
their parents and relatives were 
allowed to join them there, 
Solomon said 

‘Security personnel from PMA 
and the Presidential Security 
Group asked every visitor, includ- 
ing government officials to regis- 
teratthePMA gate. — "Vincent 
Cabreza, PDI Northern Luzon 
Bureau 
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By Hazel P. Villa. 
Iloilo City 


FTER ILOILO CITY'S TIFF WITH ITS ELECTRIC 
Ass suppliers last year that had all sectors 

quaking in fear of a ruined economy, it is now 
the turn of the four provinces on Panay Island to face 
the grim prospect of power outages in 2007 and be- 
yond, with no immediate long-term solution in sight. 


If the government spent P620 
million just to transfer the 10- 
year-old Pinamucan Power Plant 
in Batangas to Dingle, Iloilo to 
augment Рапауѕ power supply, 
what is stopping it from making 
the plant fully functional? 

This is the question that lawyer 
Romeo Gerochi and residents of 
far-flung areas on the island want 
answered in the face of 89 
brownouts from July 6, 2005 to 
Feb. 2, 2006 that lasted anywhere 
from one hour to 11 hours. 

The Pinamucan Power Plant 
that now goes by the name of 
Panay Diesel Power Plant 3 
(PDPP 3) has an installed power 
capacity of 110 megawatts. It was 
transferred in 2003 to take over 
the 32MW Power Barge 104, 
which was moved to Davao, and 
the 10-MW Panit-an Modular, 
whose lease was not renewed. 

‘The controversial PDPP 3, how- 
ever; cannot work to its fullest ca- 
pacity because the National Power 
Corp. (Napocor) could only install 
units from the plant with a capaci- 
ty of 80 MW and out of this, it can 
only supply consumers 30 MW 
since only three out of eight units 
are functional 

Of Napocor's four power stations 
and the Negros-Panay Submarine 
‘Transmission Line that all serve the 
island, it is PDPP 3 that has the 
highest installed capacity at 110 
MW and the greatest possibility of 
solving any power crisis on the is- 
land that seats the provinces of lloi- 


lo, Antique, Capiz and Aklan. That 
is if it can make all its units run. 
"Whatever happens to Napocor 
does not affect lloilo City because 
itis being supplied by Panay Pow- 
er Corp-Mirant from whence 
equally controversial Panay Elec- 
tric Co. (Peco) has been getting 
its supply since 1999. The rest of 
Panay is served by Маросог. 


Real or artificial problem? 

Napocor claims that it has the 
situation under control with very 
few brownouts from mid-Febru- 
ary up to mid-March. But it says it 
cannot look beyond 2006. 

“The brownouts are just power 
interruptions because of low volt- 
age from the transmission lines. 
‘The power supply is sufficient. The 
total power supply coming from all 
plants is 129 megawatts and the 
demand from the electric coopera- 
tives is 118 to 120 megawatts,” 
said engineer Nelson Jomena, 
plant manager of Napocor’s Panay 
Diesel Plant based in Dingle. 

Napocor in Panay has current 
power reserves of 11 MW, Jome- 
na added, though he admitted 
that this was lower than the 13.2- 
percent minimum reserves re- 
quired by the Grid Code. 

Power outages also happen, he 
said, because of scheduled main- 
tenance that requires a shutdown 
of some engines and technical 
problems arising from the subma- 
rine network that passes Cebu, 
Negros and Leyte. The line sup- 


plies supplemental power to the 
Napocor sub-grid in Panay. 

With Panay at the end of the net- 
work, it bears the brunt of any 
deficit that may occur in the supply. 

Jomena explained that it was 
not easy to make the PDPP 3 fully 
functional in view of the many 
problems it faced even before it 
was shipped to Iloilo. 

‘The plant was already 10 years 
old when it arrived and was not 
properly maintained by Enron 
that got into a contract with 
Napocor under a Build-Operate- 
‘Transfer scheme, he said. Napoc- 
or is now tasked with maintain- 
ing PDPP 3 that, according to 
him, needs a major overhaul. 

Since the repair will cost P20 
million for each of the eight units 
or a total of P160 million, Napoc- 
or settled for minor maintenance 
for the three functional engines 
at P300,000. 

"We are processing the request 
for the minor maintenance. The 
purpose is make the units func- 
tion like new but the money is dif- 
ficult to come by” said Jomena. 

‘Also, Napocor's four power sta- 
tions and its Negros-Panay Sub- 
marine Transmission Line have à 
combined installed capacity of 
213 MW but can cough up only 
129 MW. Jomena again cites tech- 
nical and maintenance problems. 

‘The Napocor Visayas-Cebu office. 
faxed a press release to the INQURER 
on March 8, stating that by April, 
“two more Маросог generation 
units in the island will be cutting in 
another 4.5 MW of PDPP 1 and 10 
MW of PDPP 3. Furthermore, to- 
ward the month of June, an addi- 
tional unit of PDPP 3 will be run- 
ning to bring to 70 MW the total ca- 
pacity ofthe Pinamucan units." 

“The return of Power Barge 
103 and additional operational 
units of PDPP 1 and 3 will make 
the power supply, as far as the 


DO WE have sufficient power in 2007? The National Power Corp. in 
Dingle has the answers to this serious question bugging residents of 
Panay Island who are starting to get restive over another possible 
power crisis. ната ву 


generation side is concerned, al- 
ready self-sufficient in Panay Is- 
land," it read. 


PDPP 3 work to its fullest capacity. 
Whether it runs or not, it is the 
ipino people who pay for it, he said. 

“The plant was already defec- 
tive in Batangas. Why bring it 
here in Dingle when Napocor 
wouldn't even make it work? 
What a waste of money! This in- 
volves national policy. if Napocor 
can borrow money by the trillions 
of pesos, why couldn't it spend 
several millions to make PDPP 3 
work?" said Gerochi. 

Several private companies 
have checked out the power crisis 
and offered to help by putring up. 
coal-fired power plants that have 
met inten:c opposition rom envi- 
ronmental activists. 

Jomena said that aside from 
the rehabilitation of the PDPP 3 
Power Plant, the construction of 
diesel plants would be the short- 
term but expensive solution. The 
long-term solution would be a 
base plant so Panay would not 
have to get supplemental power 


Unhappy with Napocor 

But not everyone is satisfied 
with Napocor's efforts to “solve” 
the power crisis on the island. 

For Gerochi, who is fresh from 
last year's victory over Peco that 
forced it to reduce its generation 
charge to P2 per kilowatt-hour, 
there is no power shortage in 
Panay and what we may have is 
an "artificial power shortage.” 

"There is a small demand for 
power in Panay. Napocor is negli- 
gent in its obligation. They are tak- 
ing their time because the moment 
the Pinamucan Power Plant (PDPP 
3) works, there would be an excess 
of power. What is happening is they 
are creating a scenario that would 
give an opportunity for Mirant to 
put up business in Panay,” said Ge- 
rochi ina telephone interview. 

He said Napocor had to make the 


Remembering Iloilo’s ‘Candyman’ 


By Alex Pal 
Iloilo City 


the world, he was known by his call sign 
DU6CO with the handle “Teg.” Не got his call 
sign long ago when hams were so few that they could 
afford the luxury of registering their initials. 
1 knew him as “Uncle To” since hind the kids and say “Hey, what is 
1 married his niece Irma. But to this?” and—tadaah!—he would be 
many children and grownups in holding a candy in his hand, leav- 
his neighborhood of South Balu- ing the young ones bewildered. 
arte in Molo District in Пойо City, ^ Uncle To started buying lots of 
Canuto E. Ortega was fondly candies to hand over to other kids, 
known as "The Candyman.” even adults, after he stopped 
No, he wasn't born with that smoking in the early 1980s. 
nickname—he earned it through Irma said that as a kid, sheremem- 
the years with his knack for giv- Бегей Uncle To pulling candies out of 
ing candies to children. their pockets, ears, or armpits. “He 
"He never ran out of candies. snuck measa magician back then.” 
His pockets were so full of them “No, it wasn’t magic," said his 
whenever he left the house,” his son Rafael, an architect. “It was 
daughter Rachel Scott, the simply a matter of having the can- 
youngest of 12, told us. dy buried in his palm beforehand, 
‘The Candyman usually gave out but perhaps the poor kids loved 
‘Tarzan bubble gumtothe kids. the attention which they didn't get 
‘But it was not just giving candy from other people around them.” 
that endeared him to the children _Rafael's eyes started to fill with 
the most. It was the way he gave tears as he recounted those morn- 
them, He would usually reach be- ings when the children would wait 


^ ^ B 


Ts AMATEUR RADIO OPERATORS AROUND 


‘THE YOUNG Canuto Ortega, 
who was fond of giving away 
candies, must have been how he 
was remembered by many 
children in his neighborhood in 
Molo District in Iloilo City. 


for his father by their gate, bend 
over, and dare The Candyman to 
pull out the candies, a challenge 
Which Uncle To willingly obliged. 


Unsuspecting ‘victims’ 

He didn’t stop there. He would 

pull candies from out of the pock- 

ets of surprised policemen, nurs- 
i 


71 doing what would never fail to 
bring a smile on his face. And on 
those he gave candies to. 

“Two years ago, Unde To had a bad 
fall, forcing him to limit his move- 
ments. That was when the children 
started to miss him. У 

“Waay na gali kita candy (So 
we won't be having 
candies anymore), 
Rafael recounted the 
neighborhood 
youngsters as saying 
upon hearing the 
news. 

Many of them are 
grown up now One 
drives a taxi, which 


: 29 
CANUTO Ortega, who died at 
92 last week, will always be 
remembered as lloilo City's 
“Candyman.”  covmeurtomoros 


at 


elsewhere. 


Private sector offers 

With Napocor due for privati- 
zation, Jomena said its only man- 
date was to operate existing. 
plants and not build new ones. 

“I don't know anything about" 
offers to help rehabilitate our 
plants. The Napocor leadership 
can speak on that. We can't say 
anything about what is to happen 
in 2007. We are facing only, 
2006," said Jomena. 

Ако Power Management 
Corp., a private power company, 
however, claimed that it had sub- 
mitted an “unsolicited proposal 
to undertake the rehabilitation of 
PDPP 3” to Napocor president 
Cyril del Callar in January. 

Cito Santillan, executive vice 
president of Alto Power, said the 
actual expenses for major main- 
tenance of PDPP 3 was P900 mil- 
lion and not P160 million as 
claimed by Napocor. His compa- 
ny, he said, was willing to under- 
take the rehabilitation and 
Napocor can pay them within 10 
years. 

“P200 million a year can be 
taken out of the fuel savings, 
guaranteeing that PDPP 3 con- 
sumes 210 grams per kilowatt- 
hour after we have rehabilitated 
it. Napocor can pay us half of 
what they owe through the fuel 
savings,” said Santillan. 

He added that the Alto Power 
offer would not require any new 
budget allocation from Napocor 
but rather, a budget reallocation 
from fuel to rehabilitation costs. 

Tn its proposal to Del Callar, Alto 
Power said it could complete reha- 
bilitation of PDPP 3 within eight 
months from the notice to proceed. 

With Napocor not able to look 
beyond 2006, all options are open. 
to avert a Panay power crisis that. 
hovers between artificial and real. 


told the man. 

“Two weeks ago, Uncle To passed 
away at the age of 92. He looked so 
serene; near his coffin was a pic- 
ture showing him with a subdued 
smile. It was the smile that I'm sure 
many children must have seen just 
before a candy was forthcoming. 
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es and other unsuspecting people 
in the streets of Iloilo. 

He did itso often at the hospital 
when ће would go every now and 
then for treatment that his daughter 
Rita once became too embarrassed, 
she asked him to slow it down. 

‘Slowed it down he did, but пог ther. He can't do it 
forlong forhe would soon be back anymore, Rafael 


» >. 


‘old neighborhood and 
told Rafael, “There's an 
oid man here who gives 
candies. 1 remember he 
always gave me some 
when Iwasa kid!” 
"That was my fa- 
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9 suspected drug 
dealers arrested 
in Tondo 
By Margaux C. Ortiz 

Editor Ester G. Dipasupil 


NINE SUSPECI DRUG LERS 
P EE EE E EET E ME 
in Barrio Magsaysay, Tondo, Manila, no- 


toriously known as Barrio Bato (street 
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E Japanese 
engineers 
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и Makati kagawad's By Margaux C. Ortiz gunshot wounds in his left leg 
си "Hh p and was taken to the Philippine 
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Political rivalry 


+ "By Tarra V. Quismundo 


"WAS HE A VICTIM OF POLITICAL RI- 
£* ману, or was it a case of mistaken identi- 
ty? 

Police were considering both angles in 
the case of former barangay councilor 
Edilmar Pancipane, who was shot dead 
by three unidentified men at the corner 
of H. Santos and J.P Rizal streets in 
Barangay Tejeros, Makati City on 
Wednesday. 

“It may be because of politics. He was 
being recommended to replace a baran- 
gay kagawad (council member) who was 
also killed last year. Then again, based 
on the style of the shooting, it looked like 
the work of the Alex Boncayao Brigade 
or the NPA (New People's Army) because 
it happened on the anniversary of the 
NPAs founding,” said Makati Police De- 
partment chief Senior Supt. Marietto Va- 
lerio. 

“Butif it’s the NPA, it could be a case of 
mistaken identity because there's no rea- 
son for him to be liquidated by the NPA,” 
Valerio told the INQUIRER. 

Pancipane, 35, a political ally of 
Makati Mayor Jejomar Binay, lost when. 
he ran for reelection in the 2002 baran- 
gay polls, landing 8th among contenders 
for the post of kagawad in Barangay 
Rizal. 

Barangay councils only have seven 
slots for the position. 

“all that was needed was the approval 
of the City Council,” said Barangay Rizal 
secretary Marietta Montes. 

ancipane was recommended to re- 
place Salvador Torrente who was shot 
dead last year by four men in front of his 
house. Torrente’s slay has remained un- 
solved. 

Valerio said a background check 
showed that Pancipane was a good citi- 
zen who did not have enemies. 
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Escaping the summer heat, a man takes time out for an afternoon nap inside a jeepney parked along a quiet street in 
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He had served as chair of the Sanggu- 
niang Kabataan before running for a seat 
in the barangay council. 

"He was a law abiding citizen. 1 
haven't come across any report that he 
had caused harm to anyone. He also has 
mo records of involvement in illegal 
drugs. He was a good man,” Valerio 
added. 


Free sports clinic in Muntinlupa 


By JocelynR. Uy 


TO KEEP THEM BUSY THIS SUMMER, 
the Muntinlupa City government is offer- 
ing free workshops to persons aged 10 
and upwards. 

Being offered are free lessons for peo- 
ple aged 10 6921 who want to develop 
their artistic skills like singing, dancing 
and painting, Tez Navarro, the city’s pub- 
licinformation head, said yesterday. 

For children aged 7 to 12 who are in- 
terested in sports, the city government, in 
coordination with the Philippine Sports 
Commission, will be holding a sports 
dinie on taekwondo, judo, karate-do, 
gymnastics, basketball and chess. 


Suspected kidnap . . . 


was serving a 10-year sentence for rob- 
bery in band before he escaped in 2004, 
would be turned over to the New Bilibid 
Prisons in Muntinlupa City. 

NBI NCR executive officer Ferdinand 
Lavin said that before Afio was arrested 
in 2001, he led a criminal group which 
specialized in kidnap-for-ransom opera- 
tions in Metro Manila. 

Lavin said Año, who named his group 
after himself, allegedly masterminded the 
abduction of Singaporean Benedict Leong 
and Hong Kong national Judy Chan in Bi- 
nondo, Manila on April 26, 2001. 

Leong and Chan were released at the 
Guiguinto Exit in Bulacan after their rel- 
atives paid the P7 million ransom. 

“The Ariel Afio KFR Group would kid- 
nap their victims in Metro Manila and 
hold the payoffs in Bulacan,” Lavin said 
ina phone interview. 

‘Another vietim, Jocelyn Cabrera, was 
kidnapped in Novaliches, Quezon City 
on May 11, 2001 and released in Guigu- 


Those who want to sign up for the free 
workshops can go beginning on Monday 
to the city's Youth Affairs and Sports De- 
velopment Office near City Hal. 

Registration time is from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m., Monday to Friday. The free work- 
shops will run from May 5 to 31. 

Meanwhile, the city’s Early Childhood 
Education Division, in coordination with 
some youth organizations from different 
barangays, will also be conducting tuto- 
rials for préschoolers this summer. 

The free tutorials, aimed at improving 
the reading, writing and Math skills of 
some 1,000 children, will be held in the 
city’s 82 daycare centers starting on April 
19, Navarro said. 
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into after paying the suspects P2 million. 

Miguel Siscar, a third victim who was ab- 
ducted in the metropolis, was also released 
after paying P1 million, Lavin added. 

When Año escaped from his NBP 
guards after a court hearing in Quezon, 
he formed another armed robbery group 
which allegedly targeted residents in the 
Southern Tagalog region. 

Lasala said Año used another name, 
Ricky de Lara, for his criminal activities. 

Año and his family were able to elude 
authorities when the Philippine National 
Police raided two of their safe houses in 
San Pablo, Laguna in November 2004. 

Lasala said the suspect fled to Baran- 
gay Casispalan, Tagkawayan, Quezon 
and lived there with his family until his 
arrest. 

“Año was allegedly forming another 
kkidnap-for-ransom group in the area,” the 
NBI official said, adding that they had re- 
ceived intelligence reports about the sus- 
pect's plan to stage another kidnapping. 


“He was very friendly. He had no ene- 
mies, that’s why we were shocked when 
we leamed about what happened to 
him,” Montes added. 

Valerio said police already had artist's 
sketches of the three gunmen, all of 
whom were unfamiliar faces in the 
crowded commercial area where the 
shooting happened. 


Firm seeks RTC 
mediation on 
airport project 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


THE ORIGINAL PROPONENT OF THE 
controversial Ninoy Aquino Internation- 
al Airport's Terminal 3 has asked a lower 
court to suspend the expropriation pro- 
ceedings on the project. 

Asia's Emerging Dragon Corp. filed a 
motion for intervention in the Pasig City 
Regional Trial Court Branch 117 on 
‘Thursday, in which it asked the court to 
order the suspension of the proceedings 
until the company is "impleaded" in the 
case. 

"AEDC has a legal interest in the sub- 
ject of the controversy and stands to be 
directly injured by the outcome of the 
expropriation proceedings,” said the 
firm's lawyer, Perfecto Yasay. 

Yasay added that it was “imperative” 
for AEDC to be included in the case so 
that "it can demonstrate through compe- 
tent evidence that Piatco does not de- 
serve or is, otherwise, not entitled to the 
payment of P3 billion.” 

Established in 1993, AEDC is owned 
by business taipan Lucio Tan. 

During the Ramos administration, 
the consortium submitted an unso- 
licited offer of $300 million to build 
and operate Маја 3. But when the рго- 
ject was submitted to a Swiss chal- 
lenge, the government said that the 
Philippine International Air Terminals 
Co. Inc. (Piatco) had submitted a bet- 
ter offer. 

Under a Swiss challenge, a deal is sub- 
jected to counteroffers to see if the origi- 
nal offer was reasonable. 


‘THE OMBUDSMAN SCORED ANEW 
against corruption when it dismissed 
from the service Davao Oriental 
Provincial Board Member Maria Con- 
suelo "Bambi" Palma Gil for dishon- 
esty and grave misconduct. The anti- 
graft body found that Palma Gil falsi- 
fied daily time records and accom- 
plishment reports to make it appear 
that "ghost" or non-existent employ- 
es rendered work at the provincial 
government's offices. 

‘There are many Palma Gils in vari- 
ous provincial, city and municipal 
government offices.. All local govern- 
ment _ units—without ехсер- 
tion—have their own ghost employ- 
ees, people who report for work only 
during payday They're called the *15- 
30" workers. The problem with Palma. 
Gil is that she let herself get caught. 

The néw Ombudsman, Ma. Mer- 
ceditas N. Gutierrez, is а no-non- 
sense, fast-acting graft-buster. The 
decision to dismiss Board Member 
Palma Gil, daughter of Davao Ori- 
ental Gov. Ma. Elena T. Palma Gil, 
was penned by the Office of the Om- 
budsman-Mindanao on Nov. 13, 


Karma visits Hacienda 


2003. But resigned Ombudsman Sime- 
‘on Marcelo sat on the decision for rea- 
sons only he knew. It took Marcelo’s 
replacement, a woman, to sign the im- 
plementing order dismissing the 
provincial board member. The order 
was signed March 13, 2006. In the 
next couple of months, we'll see more 
corrupt government officials and em- 
ployees getting dismissed, suspended 
or charged before the Sandiganbayan. 
‘Ombudsman Gutierrez has the “balls” 
to let the axe fall where it should. Hur- 
rah for Ms Сшіе 


‘At last, the 4,915-hectare Hacienda 
Luisita, seat of “aristocracy” in Central 
Luzon, will soon be subdivided among 
4,000 farmers who have been tilling it 
for many years. The Deparment of 
Agrarian Reform has identified the farm- 
ers who will be entitled to a piece of land 


Luisita 


of the hacienda owned by the family of 
former President Cory Aquino. The 
government's decision to divide Ha- 
denda Luisita under the Comprehen- 
sive Agrarian Reform Program 
(CARP) has gotten the goat of Tita 
Cory. She has joined the opposition in 
demanding the resignation of Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo. But people 
don't take her seriously because they 
know she's doing it out of spite. 

‘The CARP during the Aquino admin- 
istration was a big joke because Hacien- 
da Luisita was not divided among the 
farmers. The program calls for the trans- 
fer of big agricultural estates to farmers 
tilling them. Hacienda Luisita was not in- 
cluded, in deference to Ms Aquino. 

Now, it can be told: Bacolor, Pam- 
panga went under lahar and was 
nearly erased from the map because 
government engineers diverted the 
lahar flow to the town to save Luisita. 
А reliable source told me Luisita was 
on the path of rampaging lahar and 
would have gone under, if not for that 
move. Visayans have an apt descrip- 
tion of what is now happening to 
Luisita : "Gigabaan" (karma). 


The police chief withheld details 
about the suspects’ features for the 
meantime to avoid bungling manhunt 
operations. 

“The witnesses said they heard the 
suspects asking about Pancipane a 
week before the shooting. None of 
them covered their faces,” Valerio 
said. 


After ceiling 
all’s quiet at 


By Nikko Dizon 


YESTERDAY WAS SUPPOSED TO HAVE 
been the much-anticipated “rest run” of 
the controversial Ninoy Aquino Interna- 
tional Airport (Маја) Terminal 3. 

Instead, everything remained quiet at 
the huge airport facility. 

‘The only distinguishable sounds came 
from the Northwest arrival area—partic- 
ularly at exit A-F—where a small group 
of airport officials and engineers were in- 
specting the gaping hole created by the 
collapse of a portion of the terminal's 
ceiling last Monday. 

Four engineers from Takenaka 
Corp., the Japanese contractor that 
built che Naia 3, had arrived during the 
week, and were at the airport to inspect 
the facility 

“Please don't take photos. This is very 
important,” Hiroyuki Yamamoto, Take- 
naka construction manager, requested 
photojournalists. 

‘Two of his engineers, wearing yellow 
hard hats and safety belts, were on a 
crane, taking snapshots of every portion 
of the damaged ceiling. 

Alfonso Cusi, general manager of 
the Manila International Airport Au- 
thority (Miaa), said the investigation 
into Monday incident was "very 
complex." 

“We're asking them (Takenaka) to 
explain the cause of the collapse,” Cusi 
told reporters after he inspected the 
site. 

He added that Takenaka, which he de- 
scribed as a “reputable” Japanese firm 
that does “thorough work,” would also 
look into the possibility of sabotage. 

“The incident was a big blow to their 
reputation," Cusi said. "Аз the builder, 
they have to prove that the terminal is 
safeall over” 

‘Apart from Takenaka, two ranking of- 
ficials of the Association of Structural 
Engineers of the Philippines (Asep) were 
at the Naia 3 to conduct an inspection as 
requested by Miaa. 

“Ies possible that there is a defect 
thats why the ceiling collapsed,” 
Joseph Manalo, Asep secretary, told 
reporters. 

“But its not easy to determine the 
cause. There are lots of details to be con- 
sidered,” he added. 


9 suspected drug 
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drochloride), yesterday morning. 

‘The suspects were identified as Wilfre- 
do Zarraga, Violeta Baranuelo, Crisanto 
Perez, Joemel Ignacio, and Albert Ваг- 
tung, all residents of Cristobal Street in 
‘Tondo; Carlo Jimenez and Roger dela 
Cruz, of Sevilla Extension, Tondo; Fran- 
cisco Nolasco and Ronald Carpio, of 
Abad Santos St., Tondo. 

Operatives of the Manila Police Dis- 
tric’s (MPD) District Anti-Illegal Drugs 
Special Operations Task Group seized 14 
sachets containing suspected shabu from 
Zarraga and his companions, 
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Binay raps 
Transco 
for ‘scare 
tactics’ 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


MAKATI MAYOR JEJOMAR BINAY 
yesterday criticized the National Trans- 
mission Corp. (Transco) for resorting to 
‘what he called “scare tactics,” following 
the Supreme Courts order to shut down 
key power transmission lines south of 
Metro Manila. 

“We vehemently object to these scare 
tactics, which are apparently intended to 
cloud over the issue of serious health 
risks posed to residents of Dasmarifias 
Village by the proximity of high voltage 
transmission lines to their homes,” Binay 
said ina statement. 

Transco president Alan Ortiz earlier 
warned that the shutdown and relocation 
of the 230-kilovolt Sucat-Araneta-Bal- 
intzwak transmission line, a key link to the 
electricity supply of Luzon, would affect 
power supply to vital installations and cer- 
tain parts of southern Metro Manila. 

‘The blackout warning was nothing but 
‘Transco's "scare tactics " said the mayor, 
whose constituents in the posh village 
had complained that the high-voltage 
pylons would put them at risk from radi- 
ation. 

The residents filed a suit in a Makati 
Regional Trial Court in 2000 to ask that 
the project be stopped. 

‘The court ruled in their favor as it or- 
dered the National Power Corp. to stop 
transmitting power through the power 
lines that run from Sucat in Parafiaque to 
Araneta Avenue in Quezon City. 


collapse, 
Naia front 


built the Naia terminal 3, inspecta. 
portion of ceiling that collapsed earlier 
this week. ISYUSON 


But Manalo said "sabotage may be 
ruled out.” 

Cusi described the incident as a "big 
setback" for the government. 

"We have to inspect the entire building 
and we don't know how long the rectifi- 
cation work would be,” he said. 

Three low-cost airlines were set to 
participate in the Маја 3 test run, he said. 
"These were Cebu Pacific, Air Philippines, 
and Jet Star Asia. 

Nevertheless, he said that TCGI, the 
private consultancy firm hired by Miaa to 
inspect the airport terminal long before 
the incident happened, had said that the. 
Маја 3 was “structurally safe to use.” 

Cusi had suspended the test run indef- 
initely pending the results of the investi- 
gation and the inspection of the airport 
terminal. 

‘The opening of the Naia 3 had been 
delayed several times, primarily because 
of the legal issues hounding it. 

Described as a state-of-the-art airport 
facility, Маја 3 has been mothballed for 
the past five years. 


PO2 Julieto Malindog of the MPD 
DAID-SOTG said shabu peddling was 
rampant in the area, especially on Cristo 
bal Street where the operation took 
place. "The peddlers would flock to po 
tential customers like vendors selling 
candies,” he said. d 

PO2 Marlon San Pedro said the po 
lice placed the area under surveil 
lance for two weeks prior to the oper. 
ation. 

Last week, the Manila police also dis 
covered a flourishing drug den in Frater 
nal Street in Quiapo, Manila. 

total of P7.5 million worth of shabu 
was seized during the raid. 
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Bill seen making millions of illegals US citizens 


"WASHINGTON—KEY SENATORS 
said on Thursday they were opti- 
mistic more majority Republicans 
will back a major overhaul of US 
immigration law that would give 
millions of ilegal aliens a chance to 
become citizens as well as tighten 
border security. 

Senate Judiciary Committee 
Chair Arlen Specter of Pennsylva- 
nia and Sen. Lindsey Graham of 
South Carolina told reporters 
they thought many of their fellow 
Republicans would back the com- 
prehensive immigration bill be- 
ing debated by the Senate. 

“among the Republican confer- 
ence, I see a shift toward a compre- 
hensive view to solve this prob- 
lem," said Graham, one of a hand- 
ful of Republicans backing the bi- 
partisan bill approved by the Judi- 
ciary Committee earlier this week. 
“From a Republican point of view, 
we need to be wise in the way we 
deal with this politically" 

The Senate is debating the bill 
that toughens workplace enforce- 
ment ón illegals and tightens the 
border and also creates a new guest 
worker program pushed by Presi- 
dent George W. Bush. The bill pro- 


vides a way for temporary workers 
as well as illegal immigrants to. 
‘eventually become US citizens. 

Many Republican opponents 
call that amnesty and instead pre- 
fer legislation focusing on border 
security and enforcement. 

That approach was taken by 
the US House of Representatives, 
which passed a bill last December 
defining illegal aliens as felons 
and calling for the construction of 
a 1,120-km fence along the US- 
Mexico border. 

‘The House bill has sparked a 
fury of protests across the country 
by the Hispanic community and 
opposition of groups as diverse as 
the US Chamber of Commerce 
and the Catholic Church. 

House Speaker Dennis Hastert 
on Wednesday suggested the 
House would be open to a tempo- 
rary worker program when the 
House and the Senate later work 
out their differences. Specter said 
it was a hopeful sign that law- 
makers would accept a compre- 
hensive approach. 

“I think as time passes, there's 
a greater realization that you 
could not settle for just an en- 
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NECKLACE FOR THE BRIDE 

A Jordanian model displays a gold necklace at a wedding show in the. 
Jordanian capital of Amman March 30. Over 50 exhibitors from the. 
Arab world participate in the show. murs 


Sierra Leone court wants 


iñ The Hague 


tial hearing is held in Freetown on 
Monday or Tuesday, a court official 
said. It was earlier announced for 
Friday but was later put back. 

Taylor will be asked how he 
pleads to the charges. 

Court President Justice A. Raja N. 
Fernando wants the trial switched to 
‘The Hague, where it could use the 
modem facilities of the new intema- 
tional Criminal Court (ICC). 

The request cited fears the trial of 
Taylor, who still has supporters in 
neighboring Liberia, could provoke 
‘unrest in both of the small and war- 
ravaged west African states. 

Court chief prosecutor 
Desmond de Silva stressed it was 
just a change of venue and it 
would “be the Special Court for 
Sierra Leone siting in The 
Hague.” Reuters 


» to try Taylor 


FREETOWN—A 
war crimes court wants to shift 
the trial of ex-Liberian President 
and feared warlord Charles Tay- 
lor to the Netherlands because of 


UN-BACKED 


security concerns, it said on 
Thursday. 

Taylor, 58, was flown in hand- 
cuffs to Sierra Leone on Wednes- 
day to face 11 counts of war 
crimes at the UN-backed court 
stemming from Sierra Leones 
1991-2002 civil war. 

Charges against him include 
‘mutilations and sexual slavery. 

He is also accused of receiving 
diamonds to support Sierra 
Leone rebels who often hacked 
off limbs or raped their victims. 

‘Taylor will be the first former 
African president to appear before 
an international court when his ini- 


, WORLDBRIEFS 
Bomb attack kills 3 Israelis 
JERUSALEM—A Palestinian suicide bomber 
killed three Israelis outside a Jewish settlement in 
the northern West Bank ate Thursday in the first 
deadly attack since Isras national election. The 
blast came as acting premier Ehud Olmert voiced 
fears that awkward negotiations lay ahead to 
form a goverment to fix israel’ final borders. 
The bomber riding in a саг blew himself up after 
spotting a religious Jew near the Kedumim settie- 
ment, witnesses said. Two israeli women and one 
man died In the biast, the sources sald. AFP 


38 dead in iran quakes 
TEHRAN—Two strong earthquakes followed by 
several aftershocks jolted western Iran вату Fri 
day, kiling at least 38 and injuring hundreds, 
stale media reported. The quake had a prelimi- 
пагу magnitude of 5.1 and struck Boroujerd and 
Doroud, two industrial cities in western Iran, at 
1:05 a.m. local fime Friday, state-run television 
reported. The epicenter was in the mountainous 
Марев south of Boroujerd and north of Doroud. 
Atleast 10 aftershocks struck the mountainous 
region throughout the night but a bigger tremor 
with a magnitude of 6.0, hit Doroud and sur- 
rounding villages at 4:47 a.m. local time, Friday, 
the television reported. The magnitude-6.0 quake 
was followed by one aftershock, the broadcast 
said. 
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Ѕито wrestlers surprise thief 
TOKYO—A Japanese burglar who thought he 
was lucky to find an unlocked door Friday was 
shocked to be arrestad by 20 massive sumo 
Wrestlers who were staying at the building 
Konoshin Kawabata, 8, was rummaging Inside a 
room In Osaka in the early hours when he was 
suddenly confronted by wrestler Dewanosato, 
wo stands 180 cm (5'10") and weighs 131 kp 
(289 ib). "Without thinking, my body moved,” 
Dowanosato, whose real name is Hideyuki Kawa- 
hara, told reporters, "I caught the guy and beat- 
hugged him." А 


forcement bill but have to have a 
broader bill to deal with the 11 
million (legal immigrants)" 
Specter said. 


Backers of Senate's compre- 
hensive reform bill say forcing 
millions of immigrants to leave 
the country would be unwork- 


able and hurt the economy. Americans were concerned about 

‘A Pew Research Center and immigration and a growing num- 
Pew Hispanic Center poll re- ber believed they harm the coun- 
leased on Thursday showed try. Reuters 


IN TIMES 
WHEN You 
NEED MONEY 
FAST, APPLY 


To apply for a Chinatrust One Day loan, call 811-8999 orvi 
Consumer Finance Center, 11/F Lepanto Bldg., 8747 Paseo de Roxas, Makati City. 
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‘the usual 10 am. But the magic will go o» unti midnight, 
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Power of prayer doubted 


US hostage predicted Iraq 
rebs’ victory before release 


DUBAI—FREED US HOSTAGE JILL CARROLL 
praised Iraq's insurgents and predicted their victo- 
ту in an interview conducted by her captors before 
they released her Thursday, according to a video 


posted on the Internet. 

The footage, which could not 
bé independently verified, ap- 
peared to have been filmed short- 
Зу before the freelance journalist 
was released Thursday nearly 
three months after being kid- 
napped in Baghdad. 

“Did you think the American 
army or the CIA (Central Intelli- 
gence Agency) would save you at 
абу time,” a muffled male voice 
asked Carroll in accented English. 

“Sometimes I thought maybe 
that they might come, they might 
find me, they might find a way to 
know where I am and come get 
mæ,” she answered, dressed in the 
same baggy dress and headscarf 
збе appeared in after her release. 

"Сато, 28, who worked mainly 
for the Boston-based Christian Sci- 
‘ence Monitot, was dropped Thurs- 
day at the door of the Iraqi Islamic 
Party headquarters in Baghdad's 
western Amiriyah district after be- 


ing abducted on Jan. 7. 

Her Iraqi translator was shot 
dead. 

“Why did not they save you,” 
asked the man. 

“I think the mujahedeen (Islam- 
ic holy warriors) are very smart 
and even with all the technology 
and all the people that the Ameri- 
can army has here, they still are 
better at knowing how to live and 
work here, more clever" she said. 

“Does this mean something to 
you,” asked the man. 

“lt makes very clear that the 
mujahedeen are the ones that 
will win in the end,” said Carroll. 

She was kidnapped by a group 
calling itself the Brigades of 
Vengeance, which had set numer- 
ous deadlines threatening to kill 
her if US-led forces failed to re- 
lease all female detainees in Iraq. 

The 85-minute tape, digitally 
stamped with the groups’s name, 


AMERICAN report 


ill Carroll speaks during an interview with 


Baghdad Channel after her release, March 30, in Baghdad, Iraq. л 


starts with the man addressing the 
journalist as "dear Carroll” and 
asking her to describe how she had 
been treated by her captors. 

"They treated me very well, like 
a guest given good food, kept safe, 
treated very, very well,” she said. 

"What will you tell the Ameri- 
can people about the muja- 


hedeen when you go back to 
America," asked the man. 

"There area lot of lies that come 
out of the American government 
calling the mujahedeen terrorists I 
think itis important that the Amer- 
ican people hear from me that the 
 mujahedeen are only tying to de- 
fend their country” she said. AFP 


Shall We 


PRAYERS OFFERED BY 
strangers had no effect on the 
recovery of people who were 
undergoing heart surgery, a 
large and long-awaited study 
has found. 

‘And patients who knew they 
were being prayed for had a 
higher rate of postoperative 
complications like abnormal 
heart rhythms, perhaps be- 
cause of the expectations the 
prayers created, the 
searchers suggested. 

Because itis the most scientifi- 
cally rigorous investigation of 
whether prayer can heal illness, 
the study, begun almost a decade 
ago and involving more than 
1,800 patients, has for years 
been the subject of speculation. 

‘At least 10 studies of the ef- 
fects of prayer have been car- 
ried out in the last six years, 
with mixed results. The new 
study was intended to over- 
come flaws in the earlier inves- 
tigations. The report was sched- 
uled to appear in The American 
Heart Journal next week, but 
the journal's publisher released 
itonline Thursday. 

The study’s authors, led by 
Dr. Herbert Benson, director of 
the Mind/Body Medical Insti 
tute near Boston, said that the 
findings were not the last word 
on the effects of “intereessory” 


те- 


prayer. But the results, they 


said, raised questions about 
how and whether patients 
should be told that prayers 
were being offered for them. 

The researchers monitored 
1,802 patients at six hospitals 
"who received coronary bypass 
surgery in which doctors 
reroute circulation around a 
clogged vein or artery. 

‘The patients were broken in- 
to three groups. Two were 
prayed for; the third was not. 
Half the patients who received 
the prayers were told that they 
were being prayed for; half 
were told that they might or 
might not receive prayers. 

Analyzing complications in 
the 30 days after the opera- 
tions, the researchers found no 
differences between those pa- 
tients who were prayed for and 
those who were not. 

In another of the study's 
findings, a significantly higher 
number of the patients who 
knew that they were being 
prayed for—59 percent—suf- 
fered complications, compared. 
with 51 percent of those who 
were uncertain. The authors 
lef open the possibility that 
this was a chance finding. But. 
they said that being aware of 
the strangers’ prayers may also 
have caused some of the ра- 
tients a kind of performance 
anxiety. NYT 
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GINEBRA's Jayjay Helterbrand soars for a layup against 
Coca-Cola's Dennis Miranda. 
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Editor Teddyvic S. Melendres 
‘Text us your feedback: inquirer sprt namefage/city/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


gs end 3-game sl 


By June Navarro 


BARANGAY GINEBRA AVERT- 
ed the ignominy of a four-game 
skid with a nail-biting 84-81 
victory over Coca-Cola last 
night in the Gran Matador 
Brandy-PBA Philippine Cup at 
the Cuneta Astrodome. 

Mark Caguioa’s daredevil drive tied the 
count for the last time at 81 then delivered 
the game-clinching free throws with 11 ticks 


left as the Kings survived the Tigers’ late 
surge for their third win in six outings. 


‘The Tigers had three chances to 
send it into extra time, but Rob 
Wainwright, Johnny Abarrientos | 
and William Antonio flubbed tries 
from three-point range as Coca- 
Cola absorbed its second straight 
defeat. 

Despite the loss, the Tigers still 
kept the lead, but this time in a tie 
with the idle San Miguel Beermen 
with four victories and two set- | ^ 
backs. 

“It’s good to finally get a win after three 
losses," said Ginebra coach Siot Tanquing- 
cen. "You will really struggle at first if you try 
to puta new system in." 


[Game topay 
( Cabagan, Isabela) 
430 p.m.—Ar21 vs 
Sta. Lucia Realty 
GAMES TOMORROW 
(Araneta Coliseum) 
4:10 p.m.—Barangay 
Ginebra vs Alaska 
6:35 p.m.—San Miguel 
rv Talk 'N Text 
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7-о620 from the field while Eric 
Menk, fully recovered from an an- 
kle injury that slowed him down - 
for a week, fired 19 points on top 
of seven boards. Ч 
Jayjay Helterbrand finished 
with 14 points, Kalani Ferreria , 
had 10 while Rommel Adducul 
came up with double-double fig- ` 
| ures of 10 points and 12 rebounds 
| for the Kings, who shot 41 percent 
from the floor. P 
*1 cannot tell you what our new strategy 
is," said Tanquingcen. "It's for our opponents 
to find out, We just feel that it’s about tinte 
we change the system after that semifinal 


Caguioa tossed in 21 points after shooting KINGS/A25 


Drop by your nearest dealership and test drive ar 
to watch the Final of Europe's most prestigious 
at the culminating event on April 29 at The Fort. 
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Dumandan scores 
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breakthrough win 


By Musong R. Castillo. 


CANLUBANG, LAGUNA—MARVIN 
Dumandan closed out with a 2- 
over-par 74 yesterday, but held on 
to win his first big tournament by 

3 two strokes, 

The 26year-old standout from 
Riviera, despite bogeys in three of his 
ast five holes, totaled 287 to win the. 
th DHLWWWExpres Amateur 
Open over Singaporean ace Quincy 
Quek, who also shot a 74. 

Former winner Jun Bemis tumed 
in a 71 for 290 and third spot with 
Southwoods stalwart Anthony Fer- 
nando shooting a 70 to check in solo 
fourth another stroke behind. 

__ Jay Bayron, who was fancied at 

Zithe start, matched раг to finish alone 

in fifth with a 293 tally even as Gene. 


MY Games 


+A FESTIVE AND COLOR- 
“fal opening ceremony wil 
~ usher in the fifth edition of 
“the Manila Youth: Games 
(MY Games) tomorrow at 
the Rizal Memorial Stadium. 
First Gentleman Mike Ar- 


T Atienza will lead city hall lu- ATIENZA 


ininaries and representatives 

-from the city’s 897 barangays and 

2130 public and private schools who 
те expected to grace the kickoff 
rites. 

‘Action starts Monday in bad- 
minton, gymnastics, table tennis, 
‘swimming and volleyball among the 
city’s finest in and out-ofschool ath- 

« letes aged 17 and under 
Organized by the Manila Sports 


Bondoc and obscure Ferdinand Aun- 
zo climbed to a share of sixth with 
day-best 68s. 

Bondoc, a Philippine pool member, 
and Aunzo, a former caddy at 
Eastridge, joined National Caddies’ 
Open program standout Mark Fer- 
nando, who shot a 76, in sixth place 
with 298 aggregates 

"Tm so happy because | finally 
won.” Dumandan said in Filipino. 
“Tve worked so hard for this frst win. 
Т hope that this marks the start of 
some bigger things for me in the fu- 
ack 

Meanwhile, Bambee Dela Paz sub- 
mitted a final round 77 to win the 
women's division by four shots over 
veteran Anya Tanpinco. 

Dela Paz, a 15-year-old incoming 
senior at Miriam, tallied 228, while 


under way 


ARROYO 


Counci (Masco) under chair Amold 
^N" Atienza, the event is presented 
by Converse with support from the 
Philippine Sports Commission, Pag- 
cor, San Miguel Corp., Super Ferry 
Montaña Pawnshop, Globe Telecoms, 
Milo, Air21, IntrSpors, and Con- 
cept Movers. 

‘Also invited to grace the opening 
rites are Presidential son and Pam- 


Tanpincoshota 75 then beat reigning 
RP Ladies champ Debbie de Vila ina 
two-hole playoff for second spot. De 
Vila shota 77 and tied with Tanpinco 
at 232.after 54 holes. 

Dumandan started the day two 
shots ahead of Quek, padded this to 
five after 12 holes before coasting 
home. 

Singapore's Jonathan Leong card- 
ed a 75 and finished alone in 11th 
spot with a 298 total, while Ronnie 
‘Torrecampo and Michael Bibat, two 
of five players tied for the lead after 
the second round, wound up in joint 
12th. 

‘Torrecampo ballooned to an 81 
and Bibat, the former Singapore Am 
winner, skied to an 80 for 299, a 
stroke ahead of Joseph Labajo (79) 
and Boyet Saragoza (77). 


tomorrow 


panga Rep. Mikey Arroyo, as well as 
the countrys top sports officials led by 
Games and Amusement Board chair 
Eric Buhain, Philippine Sports Com- 
mission chair Wiliam Ramirez and 
PSC commissioners Leon Montemay- 
ox, Ambrosio йе шпа, Rihie Garcia. 
and Joey Mundo. 

Football and baseball sar on 
Tuesday at the Luneta ballpark and 
RMSC, respectively Lawn tennis and 
softball will be held also at the Rizal 
sports complex beginning Thursday 
along with chess which will be staged 
at the Harrison Plaza Activity Center 

“The centerpiece athletics competi- 
tions and the paralympics will fre off 
its three day schedule Friday at the 
Rizal track, while taekwondo takes 
Centerstage at the Ninoy Aquino Sta- 
dium on Sunday April 9. 


“Orduña, Turalba top superkarting 


KIDS JOEY ORDUNA AND JUHA 
"Turalba ruled separate classes recent- 
ly in the kickoff of the 2006 Shell He- 
х Superkarting Series at the Car- 
‘mona Circuit Philippines. 

ње 9-year-old Orduña tok a de 


PURIS Gung | 


FORD NARAN SHoorour 


dive dive at the third tum with just 
two laps to go to win the Mini Rok ti- 
tie while Turalba pulled away early to 
daim the Rok Junior crown. 

Orduña was running second when 
thepolesiting Paolo Gonzales opened. 


wide. Seizing the opportunity, Or- 
dua sneaked into the lead to the 
crowds surprise and finished the 15- 
Jap race in 12:07.806. Vencer John 
Suba followed suit and took runner- 
"up honors just 0.246 seconds behind. 


Get your foursome together! Show 


; your smooth 
ће 


strokes’ and swing 


^ your мау to an all-expense paid 
golf holiday to Spring City Golf and 
“Leisure Resort in Kunming, China. 


For details visit www.swing.ph or contact your Federation Golf Club 
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2006 


{VIN Dumandan (second from eft) and Bambee Dela Paz hoist their trophies. With them is 
WWWEspress president Jose Feliciano (left) and Larry Lliamson. 


очын 


Archers battle Tamaraws today 


DE LA SALLE TAKES ON FAR 
Eastern University and Letran bat- 
без Ateneo today at the resump- 
tion of the TotalFloil-FlyingV 
Homegrown Cup at the San Juan 


sym. 

la Sales alumni and high 
school teams gun for their second 
straight wins after their vicory 
over Leran in Saturday's opener 


Game time starts at noon, with 
the high school game between 
DISU and FEU followed by the 
alumni match pitting veterans 
from both schools. 

At 3 pm, the Letran All-Stars 
meet the Ateneo alum followed by 
their schools! high school squads. 
Both the Knights AS and Blue Ea- 
gles AS are seeking their first vic- 


tories. 

Leading the Archers are Noli 
Locsin, Dwight Lago, Johnedel 
Cade, Tony Boy Espinosa, Allen 
Patrimonio and Tyrone Bautista, 
while the Tamaraws boast Glenn 
Capacio, Andy de Guzman, Bay 
Grisobal, Dan Pasco, Harmon 
Codifiera, Joel Valle, Dodong 
Postanes and Mon Valenzona. 


NBC gets Guerrero Brandy 
as title sponsor for 06 tilts 


Conference got a big lift the other 
day when Guerrero Brandy, which 
is distributed by Tanduay Distillery 
Inc, agreed to become the nation- 
wide cagefests ttle sponsor this sea- 


son. 

The deal was sealed in a meeting 
between NBC secretary general Tito 
Palma and Tanduay director Lucio 
“Bong” Tan Је at TDIs office in Pasig 


Lany Li and marketing manager 
Andres Co also attended the con- 
trac signing. 

“Sports has always been dose to 
my hear" said Tan. "Guerrero 
Brandy, which is blended the tradi- 
tional way and considered as a 
brandy for heroes, fits the league as 
i searches for new basketball 
heroes all over the country” 

NBC president Nathaniel 


Tangkad 
cagefest 
resumes 


ST. SCHOLASTICA-Pam- 
panga takes on Imus Pi- 
lot Schook Cavie and San 
Веда Магда tangles with 
Marist Schoo-Antipolo in 
' pair of National Final 
matches in the Cheriler 
Tangkad Sagad Basket- 
ball Tournament today 
starting at noon atthe 
Tiendesitas Peoples Vil- 
lage in Pasig Git. The 
second round of the one- 
day round robin format 
pits Marist against 51. 
Scholastica and San Be- 
da-Maniia against Imus. 
Plot followed by the last 
stage matches featuring 
‘St Scholastica against 
San Веза Матіз and 
Imus Pilot against Marist. 
Side game events and 
PBA stars wil spice up 
the event supported by 
Adidas. Product manager 
Tom Meneses said the 
‘top two teams wil ad- 
vance to the champi- 
onship round. 


JVC junior 
badminton 


FUTURE badminton stars 
show their wares begin- 
ning today as they Ve for 
quarterfinal berths in the 
10-under division ofthe 
NC Open Juniors Cham- 
plonships at SM North 
Edsa Poveda's Cassan- 
dra Uim taies on Lois 
Locsen of Greencourtin 
one of the featured 


NBC sec-gen Tito Palma (second from left) and Tanduay director Lucio 
"Bong" Tan је seal the deal with a handshake. Also shown are Tanduay 
advertising mananger Larry Li (eft) and marketing manager Andres Со. 


Padilla and executive vice presi- 
dent Mayor Bambol Tolentino 
welcomed the partnership. 

Guerrero Brandy-NBC acion re- 
sumes today at the Lyceum gym in 
Intramuros with a doubleheader: 

к will be Spring Cooking Oil- 
Parafiaque of Padilla and Vice May- 
or Anjo Yllana against Gov. Teresita 


“Ningning” Lazaro’s Laguna Pistons 
at 3 pm. and the Pangasinan Hun- 
dred Islands against Bacchus/Har- 
bour Centre Manila at 4:30. 

‘The tourney is also supported by 
Panasonic, Sulpicio Lines, Natures 
Spring Mineral Water, Spring Cook- 
ing Oil, Regent Foods, Firefly Light- 
ings, Molten and Prime Channel. 


SPORTSWATCH 


Summer squash clinic April 17 

THE ANNUAL Milo/SRAP (Squash Rackets Association of the Philippines) summer 
Squash cric wil be held simutaneousy at he Makati Sports Cub and the Maria 
Boat Cub every Monday, Wednesday and Friday from Apri 17 to May 27. Accord- 
ing to SRAP president Romeo M. Ribano, the clinic is open to boys and girts 90 12 
ears ol. The ciric is free and all participants who completa it wil receive a certi 
{ate of attendance. Classes wil be conducted from Ө am. to noon. Register at the 
Makati Sports Club on Alfaro Street, Salcedo Village, c/o Jaime Ortua (0918- 
2390226) and at the Manila Boat Club, Havana St, Sta. Ana, Mania, c/o Jun Pagan- 
pan (0918-6968822) or Edgar Balleber (0920-9013519) or e-mail Romy Dona at 
phi_squash@yahoo.com.ph. 


Makati Coliseum 3-cock derby 

MAKATI Coliseumis special 3-cock derby, featuring 70 matches, gets going at 5 
Tm. today win &-Meg Derby Ace as sponsor. Guaranteed prize is P200,000, ao- 
‘cording to the hosts led by lawyer Enrico Lainez and Joe Berting, who will beassist- 
ed by the WTJ Sports and Amusement Corp. Last Wednesday, Gerry Ramos topped 
ihe cock derby hosted by Rey Oliveros. Meanwhile, slated on Monday is another 
talon ofthe Pinoy Cockers Association ofthe Philippines (PCAP) 5-cock derby 
Entries are also pouring in for the Summer Salpukan -cock derby on Apr 28,29, 
May 2,4,6, 11 and 13 at Makati Coliseum. Promoters Lito Orilaza, Rudy Salud and 
Wil Go of WT said that aside from the P3 milion cash prize, the winners wil al- 
зо get two brand new Toyota cars and two motorcycles for a whopping total of P4.4 
triton. Contact 896-3545 or 895-6475 (Joan or Stephanie 


Cash Premyo cockfest at Roligon 

UPCOMING cockers and breeders from Metro Marila and nearby provinces clash at 
Роврол Mega Cockpit today as the Cash Premyo 3-cock derby rages at 5 pm. with 
Fa matthes ined up. A cash prize of P300 000 wil be divided among the champi- 
ons, sad hosts Ting Capitan, Mario Gujeide and Abra Beales. Participants indlude 
Nono San Pablo Tos Reyes, А Machuca, Neri Mamasad, Wily Apolo, Ric Pascual, 
Nelson Uy, Anita Masbate, Dong Lacson, Mike and Erwin Buendia, Ed Appar Noli 
Bass, lao Brothers and engineer Austria. A special prize of 20.000 wil goto 
the fastest win champion. Meanwhile, he Tukaan 5-cock derby is е on April 29, 
May 2.4 and 6, wih P2 milion in guaranteed prize. Entry fee îs P8,800. For details, 
call 851-2275, 838-1638 and 852-9812 (Jona). 


Invitational chess tune-up games 

THE COUNTRYS top lady chessers are invited for the President Pichay Invitation 
‘tune-up matches today at the Syncopados Music Bar at the Tourist Beit In Mabi- 
Oi Malat, n tront of Sea Palace Restaurant). The event, a brainchild of National 
Chess Federation of the Philippines president Rep. Prospero Pichay, ls in propara- 
tion for the National Championships on Api 11 to 18 atte Celebrity Sports 
Plaza. Marion Bernardino. 


POKER TOUR: 
Philippine Poker Tour 
chair Rey Gamboa 
(Geated right) and 
Solar Entertainment 
vice president Ralph 
Roy signa 


matches inthe upper 
bracket while Samantha 
Ramos of Marikina 
Sports Hub and SAM'S 
Juby Evangelista mixit 
up in the lower bracket of 
the giris’ singles which 
kicks off at noon. Patrios 
га faces Michelle Cruz 
in another round of 16 
match. 
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Viloria finds no 
friends in PAL 


BAP PRESIDENT 
Joey Lina must be 

at his wits’ end. He IN HUDDLE 
keeps on, telling ~ 
the public that ће 
is not the villain in 
the 5-member bas- 
ketball stakehold- 
ers group, but no- 
body seems to lis- 
ten or to believe 
him. 

It has been his 
word against the four others—the rep- 
resentatives of the PBA, the PBL, the 
UAAP and the NCAA, who have all 
tagged him as the holdout in the newly 
formed Pilipinas Basketball which has 
been envisioned to save Philippine bas- 
ketball. 

"When we embarked on this mission, 
the agreement among the five stake- 
holders was to restructure and reorga- 
nize the BAP by preparing a new set of 
constitution and by-laws. We worked 
on this framework right from the start 
and up to our fourth meeting, until POC 
president Peping Cojuangco called PBA 
commissioner Noli Eala to а meeting," 
Joey related. 

Lina said that when the group got to- 
gether again, Noli told them that the 
framework they had been working on 
was not acceptable to Peping and that 
they had to form a new organization 
with a new пате апа a radically- 
changed constitution and bylaws. 

‘Thus, Pilipinas Basketball was born. 

"It was not I who had reneged on the 
original agreement. It was the four oth- 
ers. 

“I cannot in conscience affix my sig- 
nature to the new organization, and in 
the process become a traitor to my 
group. It was Noli and the others who 
changed their minds, not me. Idon'tde- 
serve all the distortion,” Joey said. 


Beth Celis 


Remember the newspaper story 
some weeks ago about boxing megas- 
tar Manny Pacquiao holding up a PAL 
flight to Hong Kong because he and 
his family arrived very late at the cen- 
tennial airport? 

Well WBC light flyweight champ 
Brian Viloria had his own experience 
with PAL last March 30, which was 
not quite as pleasant as Manny's. 

А note from the American associ- 
ate who had accompanied Brian and 
his father Ben on the flight back 
home to Los Angeles last March 30 
read: 

‘The good news is that we made it 
back to LA safe and sound. But our 
experience with PAL was not a pleas- 
ant one. I was astounded at the way 
Brian, a world champion who has 
brought honor to the country, was 
treated at the airport in Manila. 

‘At the check-in counter, we were 
told that the flight was fully booked 
and that no upgrades were available, 
even on purchase. Then upon board- 
ing, we saw that there were three 
empty first class seats. I confirmed 
their availability with one of the 
flight attendants and explained that I 
had been trying to get Brian upgrad- 
ed from economy class. Brian and 
Ben were seated at the back of the 
plane in a 4-person row—a 12-hour 
bus ride would have been more com- 
fortable. 

The flight attendants were nice 
and tried to obtain a supervisor's ap- 
proval to move Brian. However, no 
one would approve the upgrade. 

Iwas generally okay with the effort 
until one of the supervisors came on 
board to talk with me—a gentleman 
named Luis Fernandez. Mr. Fernan- 
dez told me that he is the most senior 
official available and that he would 
not approve the upgrade. 

Needless to say, his response was 
surprising, but worse was his tone. It 
was antagonistic, imperious and had 
the effect of souring the return flight 
home. 

All I can say with certainty is, if I 
were to assemble a contingent of Hol- 
lywood personalities to come to 
Manila, they will not spend 2 minutes 
aboard a PAL flight suffering the 
same treatment Brian received. 

Four key people, three of them from 
basketball, are behind the Nike Elite 
Basketball Camp which was patterned 
after the 5-Star Camp of the United 
States. These are Alex Compton, pro- 
ject director; legendary cage guru Ato 
Badolato, selection committee head; 
Mon Garcia, International Basketball 
Academy CEO; and Eric Altamirano. 

The first of its kind in the country, the 
intensive, live-in, all expense-paid 6- 
day camp will accept participants only 
on invitation. A total of 80 high school 
players from 48 schools have been cho- 
sen for the summer camp which will be 

held from April 7 to 12 at the Brent In- 
ternational School in Mamplasan, La- 
guna. 

Actual competitions will be held at 
the close of the camp where the best 
three students will be sent to the Nike 
training camp in China. 


Boos for Sharapova; Roddick ousted 


KEY BISCAYNE, FLORIDA—MARIA 


Sharapova blew a big lead, drew boos" 


for taking a bathroom break and won 
only when opponent Tatiana Golovin 
was forced to retire in tears because of 
anankle injury. 

The hollow victory Thursday eamed 
Sharapova a berth in the final at the Nas- 
daq-100 Open. 

Sharapova failed to convert four match 
points in the second set and played for an- 
other 75 minutes before Golovin twisted 
her left ankle and fell chasing a corner shot. 

А trainer taped Golovin's ankle. The 
French teenager played one more point, 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 
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hitting a retum wide, then 
called it quits with Sharapova 
serving and leading, 63, 6-7 
6), 43. 
"The stadium was less than 
half full when the match end- 
ed, but the fans were noisy. 
Three times they jeered 
Sharapova for taking a break 
leading 5-4in the second set. 
The interruption didit de- ~ 
ter Golovin, who won the 
crowds favor by completing RODDICK 
her comeback from a 5-1 deficit in the set 
to force a third set. 


No. 4-seeded Sharapova 5 
opponent in the final Satur- 
day will be No. 12 Svetlana 
Kuznetsova, who advanced 
by beating top-ranked 
Amelie Mauresmo for the 
second time in five weeks, 6- 
1,64. 

Andy Roddick hit another 
bump in his bid to shake an 
early-season slump, losing to 
David Ferrer 6-3, 4-6, 6-4 in 
the men's quarterfinals. Rod- 
dick, who slipped from third to fourth in 


пала 


OCHOA: Record-tying. 


Ochoa 
fires 62; 
RP bets 
10 down 


RANCHO MIRAGE, CALIFORNIA— 
Lorena Ochoa listened to her father’s 
advice and tied a US LPGA major 
championship record at 10-under62 
for the lead in the Kraft Nabisco 
‘Championship on Thursday 

‘The Philippines’ Jennifer Ros- 
ales and Dorothy Delasin shot 
72's and stayed 10 shots adrift. 

‘Ochoa had only 100 or so peo- 
ple following her record round, 
which was fine with her. She was 
able to hear that familiar voice, 
her father urging her to attack the 
flags and stick it close. 

"lust like this,” Javier Ochoa 
said to her after Ochoa began the 
first round with a 9-iron to 2 feet 
birdie. 

And she obeyed, knocking 
down flags on a calm morning in 
the desert, piling up birdies until 
she was in the record books and 
enjoying a four-shot lead over 16- 
year-old Michelle Wie. 

‘Wie got all the attention and 
matched her best score on the US 
LPGA Tour, a bogey-free 66 in 
‘which she played with poise and 
precision and had a birdie putt on 
every hole. 

Ochoa gladly settled for a 
record score at Mission Hills. AP 


Boys of summ 


FORMER CHAMPIONS 


WARREN 


the rankings last week, has yet to reach a 


BA: 


final this year 

“I feel a lot better leaving this toura- 
ment than I did a couple of days before 
this tournament," he said, “I feel like Tm 
on the verge of playing really good tennis 
again.” 

"The loss cost Roddick a shot at top- 
ranked Roger Federer in the semifinals. 
Defending champion Federer rallied from 
a break down in the opening set and beat 
No. 9-seeded James Blake, 7-6 (2), 6-4. 

Federer extended winning streaks of 25 
straight matches against Americans, 46 
‘matches in а row in the US and a record 
22inarowin Masters Series events. АР 


arion, Suns ruin 
Miller's night . 


INDIANAPOLIS—SHAWN 

Marion poured in 29 
points, grabbed eight re- 
bounds and dished out six 
assists as the Phoenix Suns 
eased past Indiana Pacers, 
114-104, on Thursday to 
spoil Reggie Miller night at 
the Conseco Field House. 

Steve Nash flirted with a triple double 
with 15 points, 13 assists and eight re- 
bounds to help ruin the party for a sold-out 
arena that had come to watch former-great 
Reggie Miller's number 31 jersey retired and. 
lifted tothe rafters. 

Peja Stojakovic led Indiana with 25 points 
and seven rebounds while Danny Granger 
added 16 points as the Pacers slumped to 
their third straight defeat and their sixth in 
eight games. 

Pacers fans had little to cheer about as 
their team fell behind early and never got 
doser than nine points in the second half 

"The Pacers lost despite chants of "Reg-gie! 
Reg-gie!” ringing out one last time as Miller 

a rope that raised a No. 31 banner in- 
to the rafters of Conseco. 

The retirement ceremony at halftime 
started with video highlights of Miller's са- 
reer, and the chant that was heard after 
many of his clutch long-range shots began 
‘even before he had a chance to speak. 

“I never imagined that I would eam my 
way to anyone's rafters,” he said. 

Pacers CEO Donnie Walsh, who was 
greeted with boos when he drafted the skin-. 


ny guard in 1987, credited Miller 
with leading the team to respectabil- 
ity after years as an NBA also-ran, 

“You catapulted us into the elite 
of the NBA,” Walsh told Miller dur- 
ing the ceremony. “You have been 
the heart and soul of this franchise 
for 18 years, and No. 31 deserves to 
go up with the best ofthe best.” 

Miller spent his entire 
with the Pacers and credited 
Walsh, team president Larry Bird, 
team owners Melvin and Herber 
Simon and the fans for making his 
stay special 

In Los Angeles, Tim Dunc: 
20 points and pulled down 13 rebounds 
and Tony Parker added 19 points power- 
ing the San Antonio Spurs past the Lak- 
«5955. 

Nazar Mohammed and Robert Ног 
ту each had 12 points as the NBA 
champion Spurs received double fig- | 
ure efforts from six players on the 0 
way to their fifth s 
Staples Center 


drained 


ON THE night the Pacers retired 


Steve Nash had a near triple-double to spoil the celebration. 


Kings end 3-game slide 


loss last conference." 

The Kings, defending champions 
here, fell to eventual champion Red 
Bull after seven games in their semifi- 
nal series during the Fiesta Confer- 
ence. 

"We're just trying some new things 
to help improve the team," said Tan- 
quingcen. "But it's still a long way to 
go. I'm hoping to build on this and 


through more than 1,700 kms. 


Davadilla and Ате! Quirimit head the 
cast of 80 cyclists vying in the 2006 
Tour Pilipinas-Padyak Pinoy slated 
April 20 to 30. 

Gary Cayton, president of the organiz- 
ing Dynamic Solutions Ine. (Dos-1), said 
the riders have been evenly spread into 10 
teams by the Philippine National Cycling 
‘Association, the race supervising group 
headed by Paquito Rivas. 

The 10-stage, 11-day Padyak Pinoy, 
presented by Tanduay Rhum, will send 
the so-called “boys of summer” 


Мога assistant cata and ані бека, Anthony Mi- 
rana, Darvin dé Cz, Bryan берт, Adian Malum 
and Darta Raymundo. Coac Cesar Lobamorte. 
TERM 3— rel Espino, сат Parier Caura, asss- 
tart cop, and Aledo Asurcion, Benno Marra, 
Neanor Gron, Roberto бабето: бивало Lopez and 
Lemania Рак ach Gerardo 1908- 


Beach football fever 


keep on improving." 

Billy Mamaril paced the Tigers with 
18 points and Ali Peek posted 16 
points and 15 rebounds. 

John Arigo's three-pointer made it 
79-all to cap a fightback for the Tigers 
from eight points down. The beefy 
Peek scored on an undergoal stab but 
Caguioa immediately returned the fa- 
vor by driving through the heart of the 


TERM 4—Eicson Obs, captain; Oscar Rendle, as- 
stri capt and Aonder Bayon, Michael РА An 
Сараа 249y Mateo, Jayson Мага and Alan Patick 
Garia Соаст Nel Baris. 

‘TEAM S—Aanei Okimi, captain; Oscar Fronda, a5- 
srt cpl, and Jon Riot, Jerin Tores, Antorio 
Hera, Havey Sam, Rodalo Metanga and Alan Ri- 
clot Coach Norberto Doer. 

TEAM 6—Senty Bamachea, сарай Hison Men- 
alis, assistant cat, and Manuel Mendoza, Joey 
Batista, Aid Fores, Romar Nacionals, белу Мото 
ла Ратне Regal. Coa Johany Borg. 

TERM 7—Foraié aano, cpi, Wilredo Casa, 
assisart capa, ond Rey Cosa, Ady Воло, Pepio 


А à 


lb. 


the number of Reggie Miller, the Suns’ 
ste 


From page A23 


gritty Coca-Cola defense. 

The scores: 

First Game 

GINEBRA 84—Caguio 21, Menk 19, Helter 
brand 14, Ferrera 10, Adducul 10, Нор 
Santos 3, Sotto 2, Salvacion 0. = 

COCA-COLA 81—Матан 18, Peek 16, Aigo 
11, Antonio 8, Singson 7, Reavis 7, Abarientos 
7, Miranda 4, Morano 3, Lao 0, Wainwright 07 

Quarters: 20-28, 44-43, 65-61, 84-81 


er ride 10-stage bike Tour April 10 


(cosa, Ramiro Romer, defy Gano and Saturna 
Масазат. Cooc Cesar Catia. 

TERM 8—08 Calderon, cpl, Tomas Маге 
sistent capa. and Nol del Rosario, Anthony Abeta, 
Rene Esteban, Job Babagay, unn Ваау and Fico 
Базела Coach Calero Васина. > 

TEAM 9— elio Quiñones, captain; Renier Asta, 
asssiant captain: and Rainhard Goats, John Мак 
Gumana, Junes Servino, Erwin Cabacungan, Rud dela 
Paz and Emest Horta. Coach Juan Aquino st 

TEAM 10—Rerwio Sambrano, сарай, Mical 
Reyes, assistant сарай and Roberto Torres, Nio Jasul, 
ish Valenzuela, Leonel Dimaano, Edgardo Belezer and 


Оаза) 


International 


ia eri 


hits Subic Freeport 


BEACH FOOTBALL TAKES THE 
spotlight this summer with the 
two-day Legenda-Summer beach 
football championship set April 1-2 
at the Waterfront area near the 
Boardwalk of the Subic Freeport. 

More than 20 teams are expect- 
ей to join the event, which is foot- 
ball played barefoot in the sand. 

‘The tournament is organized by 
the Beach Football Association of 
the Philippines (ВРАР) and sanc- 
tioned by the Philippine Football 
Federation. 

BFAP president Mike Athab said 
12 women’s teams have already 
confirmed their participation led by 
defending champion Baguio City. 

‘San Beda, UP Diliman, and Miri- 


am College are fielding two teams 
together with UST, Viva Green, IFC 
Alabang, Virgo Intacta, and Tie 
Azul in the event hosted by the 
Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority. 

In the men’s side, defending 
champion FEU has not registered 
yet but the confirmed teams are 
Baguio City, Mama Sita, Spanky Ba- 
bies, Sta. Rosa Football Club, Makil- 
ing Football Club, and Legenda Ho- 
tel, whose CEO Khoo Boo Boon has 
been invited as special guest. 

"We expect a heightened interest 
in football and we are inviting the 
public to watch the Legenda-Sum- 
mer Beach Football tournament, it 
is open to the public,” said Ahab, a 
former Iraqi football player. 


‘One of me most awaited parts of the annual Mésubshy 
Lancer Internatonal Juniors Tennis Championships, 
the felowsiyp might, was held Thursday night and 
a expected. те players, coaches, parents and 
Gflicais of the Mitsubishi Motors Philippines and 


|' Pniippine Tennis Association, had a grand ime 


епорпа the night. 


Even the rain which forced the transfer of the 
‘celebration from the pool side to the baliroom failed 
10 spot tne nent as everyone. помало the staff of 
the Traders Royal Hotel, gobbled up the music 
(тонова by пе Famer Liy tend име ting Род 
fummes win the sumptuous food trom the bullet 
table. 


‘And just ixe in the past 16 years, the players, led 
Dy op sen and navy tavorte Sanam Singh di a 
exhibted a alferent Kind of footwork and follow 
troughs on the dance floor. 


Ana dsctiees as e payers are. hose who wouid 
Ea seang acon ite пан cay алу somewnat 

en fot mer napis reat bore пег 
SUR bat not store tey were gilea win Rali 


| Ant srin by tne Masuosn реоре 


indan Ндеп Joshi traveling coach of Sanam Singh 
ang Jeevan Nedunchezmvyan, would not hide his 


This is actually Josh's third time in the country. his 
{ist was n 1995 when he accompamed мо boys and 
two gris lor tne Marcos Cup. an inlernatongl junosr 
event smtar to Ine Misubsh netest 


Joshi, who also trained Leander Paes in 1987, has 
а 12-year coaching stint at the Taminadu Tennis 
Assocaton petore he was appointed by the Аоба. 
‘Tennis Associalon as traveling coach for Singh and 
Neduncnezmyan. 


Afer winning the doubles lle in Bangkok last week, 
Singn and Necunchaznyan are eyerig ter second 
ii tus week n Mania. 


"enjoy coaching and fee proud eve 
my players wn | want fo motwate ет 
10 аб ther best." said Joshi, whose only 


Gaugnler plays tennis as a hobby 


Asian Aquathlon Championship goes t 


"THE THIRD STAGING OF THE ASIAN 
‘Aquathlon Championship will be on Sat- 
urday, April 8, at the Lakeshore in Mexi- 
"о, Pampanga. 

"This developed following the sponsor- 
ship agreement forged recently between 
the Triathlon Association of the Philip- 
pines (TRAP) and the Central Country 
Estate Inc. (CCED, developer of the 
‘sprawling community and newest real 
estate development project in the re- 
gion, 


“We believe that The Lakeshore, with 
its man-made lake and jogging trail 
around the lake, is the perfect venue for 
the Asian Aquathlon Championship,” 
said TRAP president Tom Carrasco Jr. “in 
fact itis emerging as one of the best sites 
for water-related sports.” 

CCEI chair Nestor Mangio welcomed 
the opportunity to once again host a ma- 
jor sports event following its hosting of 
the Lakeshore Triathlon Challenge last 
year and the National Triathlon Champi- 
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onship early this year. 

"It is an honor for us to be involved 
with this prestigious Asian level champi- 
onship event and it gives us the opportu- 
nity to show both local and visiting par- 
ticipants what The Lakeshore has to offer 
im terms of investments in a healthy 
lifestyle residential environment,” said 
Mangio. у 

The Philippines will be fielding na- 
tional triathlon team members and SEA 
Games veterans Arland Macasieb and 


Noel Salvador, junior triathletes Mikki 
Quilala and Joash Serrano, last years 
МАСТ champion Gerrie Calinawan and 
Rown Hernandez from Cebu, U-23 fe- 
male champion Lea Coline Langit, Mimi 
lucas, 2006 NAGT champion Kim Man- 
grobang, and returning Josephine Pi- 
lapil. 

“The 2.5K run 1K swim-2.5K run event 
is also sponsored by Speedo, Powerbar, 
Asian Centre for Insulation, David's Sa- 


o Lakeshore 
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At least six countries, including the 
Philippines, have confirmed their partici- 
pation in both the Asian Aquathlon 
Championship and the Asian Duathlon 
Championship, which will be held the 
following day at the Clark Expo grounds 
and hosted by the Clark Development 
Corp. (CDC). 

Korea and Uzbekistan will be fielding. 
its national teams while Macau and the 
Czech Republic have also confirmed 


End of road 
for RP entry 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


DENISE DY FINALLY HIT THE 
end of theroad. 

‘Third seed Maya Gaverova of 
Russia played the role of a kill- 
joy by scoring a 7-5, 6-2 tri- 
umph over the Filipina yester- 
day to reach the semifinals of 
the 17th Mitsubishi Lancer ju- 
nior tennis championships at 
the Rizal Memorial Tennis Cen- 
Ter. 

'The fifth-seeded Dy, the lone 
local hope in the quarters, 
blamed a string of unforced er- 
Tors for the loss, especially in 
The second set when she tried 
too hard to get back in the 
‘game after narrowly losing the 
first set. 

“I played really bad," said 
the 16-year-old Dy, who is play- 
ing in the Federation Cup later 
this year. “I should have done 
better.” 

Gaverova, the Egypt and 
‘Thailand juniors open champi- 
oftlastyear, will take on second 
seed Khrystyna Antoniychuk of 
Ukraine in the semis starting at 


9 m. today. 

Antoniychuk, who won the 
Thai juniors open early this 
year, held off American Veroni- 
ca Li, seeded No. 11, 3-6, 6-4, 
63. 

"Top seed Sacha Jones of New 
Zealand trounced seventh seed 
Thai Noppawan  Lertchee- 
wakarn, 6-1, 1-6, 7-5, to set a 
semis duel against eighth seed 
Stefanie Voegele of Switzer- 
land, a 7-5, 1-6, 6-2 victor over 
Chloe Jones of the US. 

Inboys' action, Chinese qual- 
ifer Yan Bai upset top seed 
Sanam Singh of India, 7-5, 6-1, 
to make the semifinals. He will 


face third seed Hsin Han Lee of | 


Chinese Taipei, who eliminated 
fifth seed Artur Chernov of Rus- 
sia, 3-6, 6-3, 6-4. 

Second seed Sho Aida of 
Japan overcame a shaky first 
set before disposing of Russian 
Daniil Arsenov, 7-6 (4), 6-2. 
The Japanese will square off 
with Hsien Yin Peng of Chinese 
Taipei, who scored a 5-7, 6-3, 
6-2 shocker over Indonesia's 
Jeevan Neduchezhiyan. 


CREWS tack into southeasterly winds during the Hobie 16 National 


Championship off Talisay, Batangas. 


Clement-Jaravata tops 
Hobie 16 nat’l tourney 


THE TEAM OF CHARLIE CLE 
ment and Norman Jaravata 
topped the recent 9th Philippine 
Hobie 16 National Championship 
at the Teal Lake Yacht Club 
(TLYC) in Talisay, Batangas, win- 
ning both the National and the 
Open categories, and becoming 
the first all-Filipino team to rule 
the Open Category. 

In the National Category 2nd 
place went to the PSA (Philippine 
Sailing Assocation) tandem of 
Rafael Buitre and Richy Magsanay. 
Third place wne to Eric and Shelli 
Tomacruz of TLYC. In the Open Cat- 
egory Team Saipan’s Tony Stems 


GREAT DEALS OF QUALITY 


and Janet McCullough finished sec- 
ond, while Eric and Shelli Tomacruz 
again came in third, 

"The race conditions were punish- 
ing with north easterly winds blow- 
ing from 25 to 35 knots. The team of 
Jun Villanueva and Nestor Soriano, 
of race sponsor Mobilel, dismasted 
on the first day and had to retire 
from competition. Tong Shing and 
Mark Haswell of Hong Kong also re- 
tired due to boat damage. 

Sponsored by Mobilel, iPod, 
Rudy Project, and Soluziona, the Na- 
болай drew competitors from as far 
as Australia, Alaska, the United 
Kingdom, Hong Kong, and Saipan. 
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DENISE Dy: Her best isn’t enough against 


lon, and the PSC. 


Gaverova. 


Rain or Shine seeks 


leadership vs Hapee 


RAIN OR SHINE MAY BE LOADED WITH 

veteran cagers, but coach Leo Austria still 

gets excited over a prized new recruit. 
‘Austria hopes Samigue Emaris imposing 6- 


foot-10 presence will make a difference once 
again when Rain or Shine shoots for the solo lead 
against Hapee-PCU in the PBL Unity Cup today at 
the San Andres Gym. 

у know the potential of this guy thats why we 
never had second thoughts in getting him,” said 
‘Austria of Eman, who played a key role in Rain or 
Shine's second victory Thursday. 

While the defending champions gun for their 
third straight win at 2 p.m, Toyota Otis and Har- 
Бош Centre will ry to recover from recent losses 
at4ododc 

With their big men again taking charge, the 
Elasto Painters scored a 73-67 win over Toyota 
Otis and daimed a share of the lead with the 
Montafia Jewels. 

The Painters banked on the 67 Jay-R Reyes 
and 65 Marvin Ortiguerra, who teamed up for 29 


GAMES TODAY 
(San Andres Gym) 
2pm—Rainor 
Shine vs Hapee-PCU 
4Apm.—Harbour 
Centre vs Toyota Otis 


Eman, whosuited up 
for the disbanded RE 
Cebuana Lhuillier team 
and the University of 
Mindanao, figured 
prominently on both 
ends of the cour in the 
dosing minutes. 

But Austria knows that the Painters should be 
cautious against Hapee-PCUS bevy of shooters, 
Jed by last conference's top scorer Jason Castro. 

Casro poured in 21 points, including two key 
baskets in the final stretch, in Hapee-PCUs 68-63 
win over Harbour Centre. 

However, coach Junel Васић said the 1-1 
‘Teethmasters have yet to reach top form. "Hope- 
fully, as the days go along well be able to adjust," 
he added. 

Meanwhile, Montaña Jewels center Ken Bono 
was named as the league's Player of the Week by 
the PBL Press Corps. Jasmine W. Payo 


2 RP pugs fight for Int'l titles 


A FEVERISH BENEDICT SUICO IS GIVEN 
only a slight chance to unseat World Boxing 
Council International flyweight champion 
Monelisi Myekeni today in South Africa. 

In a long distance call yesterday, Suico's 
manager Rex "Wakee" Salud said his ward 
still has fever due to tonsilitis hours before the 
fight was to take place at Johannesburg's 
Wembley Arena. 

Suico weighed in at 110. 2 Ibs while 
Myekeni tipped the scales at 110.5 Ibs. 


Undefeated Gabriel Pumargoes up against 
WBC International minimumweight Tshepo 
Lefele in another 12-round rumble. Pumar 
weighed in at 103.7 Ibs, while Lefele came in 
at 104lbs. 

Mercito Gesta, the third Filipino in the “Pa- 
rade of Champions” card, wont be able to 
fight, however. The undefeated Gesta, a super 
bantamweight from Cebu, failed in his second 
medical test after passing an initial test last 
‘Tuesday. Salven L. Lagumbay, contributor 


their participation. 


Junk MoU, 
BAP head 
asks Fiba 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION OF THE PHILIP- 
pines president Joey Lina requested the inter- 
national basketball federation (Fiba) yester- 
day “to set aside or rescind” its Memorandum. 
of Understanding with the Philippine 
Olympic Committee and lift the suspension 
barring the country from international meets. 

Ina letter addressed to Fiba secretary gen- 
eral Patrick Baumann, Lina said the POC had 
“brazenly violated" the MoU, thus “justifiable 
grounds” exist to nullify the agreement. 

The POC and Fiba forged the MoU last 
Sept. 29. It outlined the conditions under 
‘which the Fiba suspension would be lifted to 
allow the Philippines to compete again in in- 
ternational tournaments. 

“This is to give Fiba a chance to react to this 
new development, and well take it from 
there,” said Lina. 

Lina stressed that the best way to lift the Fi- 
ba suspension is for the BAP to “work out nec- 
essary changes” in its constitution and by-laws, 
then apply for reinstatement in the POC. 

“Maybe we can still work on the readmis- 
sion of the BAR maybe we can still work some- 
thing out with the POC,” said Lina. 

On April 4, POC president Jose “Peping” 
Cojuangco and representatives of the coun- 
пуз four major leagues will meet with Bau- 
mann in Seoul, Sourh Korea. 

The group will inform Baumann about 
Pilipinas Basketball, the new cage body de- 
signed to replace the BAR 

In a separate statement, former POC presi- 
dent Lt. Col Julian Malonso asked the stake- 
holders who crafted Pilipinas Basketball-the 
PBA, PBL, UAAP and NCAA-to just “wait for 
the decision” since Lina has appealed his case 
to the Fiba arbitrary office. 


Spring Oil, Pearl 
share Picaa lead 


REIGNING TITLIST SPRING COOKING OIL 
kept its composure under grinding pressure 
to beat National Interclub champion Wang's 
Ballclub, 64-62, and keep its share of the lead 
with Pearl Manila Hotel-Emilio Aguinaldo 
College in the 2006 PICAA Open basketball 
tournament at the EAC gym in Manila 

Rodel Manuel and Mark Yee provided the 
1-2 scoring punch for Spring, which rallied 
from an eight-point halftime deficit to clinch 
its second straight win in the six-team, dou- 
ble-round tournament sponsored by Tomish 
Café (Dapitan) and Chloe Lightings. 

Manuel scattered 16 points, while Yee 
added 13 points for the Cooking Oil Masters, 
who debuted with a 77-73 win over Kings 
Bakeshop last March 28. 

Cholo Medina carried the fight for Wang's 
with 11 markers. 

The day also belonged to Pearl-EAC, which 
leaned on a buzzer-beating three-point shot 
by Samious Uy to shock Homer Cagers, 98- 
96, in double overtime. 

Uy nailed a desperation three-pointer as 
time expired, enabling the Hoteliers of coach 
Nomar Isla to erase a 95-96 deficit and join 
the Cooking Oil Masters in the early lead with 
two straight victories. Jester Ebuen led all 
scorers for Pearl-EAC with 26 points. 


Jopson captures line honors 
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in Danao age-group triathlon 


FORMER ASIAN JUNIOR TRIATH- 
lon champion Nonoy Jopson, 31, took 
line honors at the second leg of the 
2006 Speedo-National Age Group 
Triathlon (NAGT) series held in 
Danao City in Cebu City last week- 
end. 

But even as Jopson took the 30 to 34 
age group title with a cumulative time of. 
15255 for the 1K swim-30K bike 7Krun 
race, it was the duo of junior triathletes 
Nell Catil, 19, from Davao and local bet 
Rowan Femandez, 16, who provided the 
excitement as they battled throughout 
the race. 

Femandez was ahead of Catil by 
more than five minutes after the swim 
Jeg, but lost ground in the ensuing bike 


leg where he suffered mechanical trou- 
ble, allowing Catil to catch up and wrest 
the lead in the final run leg. 

"With Catil finishing in 1:59.54 to Fer- 
nandez 2:00.36, the duo topped the ju- 
nior category. 

Other age group champions in the 
event sponsored by Speedo, David's Sa- 
Jon, Asian Centre for Insulation Phils, 
Metro Alliance Group, PSC, and local 
sponsors Danao Telecoms and the city 
‘government of Danao, were Rene Joseph 
Balbuena, 2:00.19 in the 20 to 24 group, 
Mark Ugbinar, 2:11.58 in the 25 to 29, 
Ronaldo Biagan, 2:02.58 among the 35 
1o 39 entres, while Nicasio Rivas ruled 
the 45 to 49 age group with a time of 
22236. 


Last years МАСТ champion Genie 
Calinawan from Cebu was also a guest 
entry in the race and finished with a time 
of 1:42.19, the fastest finishing time ac- 
tually among the participants. 

The event was organized by Danao 
City councilor Boying Rodriguez as par of 
the citys sports development program 
and was held in conjunction with a kid- 
die fun run and an age group cycling 
competition. 

"This year we saw an increase in the 
number of participants in Danao, includ- 
ing seven first-timers from Cebu and en- 
tries from Cagayan de Oro and Davao," 
said Triathlon Association of the Philip- 
pines president Tom Carrasco ЈЕ "We ex- 
pect the same result in future races. 
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y, Shamaine, Lynn 


and Nitta are hot to trot 


By Nestor U. Torre 


LAST SATURDAY, WE HAD A FUN 
time at the new Teatrino theater in 
(Greenhills, where the Bahaghari Pro- 
‘ductions staging of JJ McColl’s hit 
musical, “We're Still Hot," is the cur- 
rent draw (until April 29). 

The show's already perky book, 
{yrics and music are further enlivened 
by Leo Rialps direction, and the 
zingy, zaftig performances turned in 
by Pinky Marquez, Lynn Sherman, 
Shamaine Centenera and Niña Ro- 
mualdez. 


Menopausal women 

The first three actresses play 
menopausal women in their 50s who 
are rehearsing a revue for their 35th 
high school reunion. They're joined 
by a former star from Hungary (Ni- 
fia), who's now cleaning lady. 

“The show touches on many aspects of 
‘menopause and other elements related 
to midlife crisis, as variously vivifed by 
the musicals versatile cast of four. 

Shamaine typifies the cool career 
woman, Lynn is the insecure single 
mother, Pinky is the unhappy wife of 
an unseen lothario whose conquests 
include all of the three other women 
in the show (D, and Nifia is the star 
forall seasonings! 

Together, they effect a prismatic 
view of the musicals subject matter, 
in all of its many emotive col- 
ors—bawdy, blissful, bitchy, bounti- 
ful, bratty—and we're only talking 


Michael 


THE SHOW'S four leads yet ready for the production’s slam-bang finale. 


about the Bs! 

True, the shows revue format 
sometimes causes it to sag in spots, 
but this is where the casts inspired 
performances come to the produc- 
tion’s rescue. 

Through sheer dint of performing 
brio, they keep the show's entertain- 
ment level high, and the insights they 
make vivid are nothing to sneeze at, 
either. 

Pinky Marquez has always been a 
gifted singer and giving performer, 
‘but she surpasses herself with a gutsy 
number that she goes to town with in 


Shamaine Centenera doesn't have 
that strong a singing voice, but she 
more than makes up for that with a 
truly vital, intelligent and insightful 
performance. 

Lynn Sherman is another excep- 


comedian 
getsa 
prosthetic 
“makeover.” 


tional singer and total performer, bist 
she gamely hides her vivacity for 
most of the show to play her “mousy” 
character. Make no mistake, howev- 
er: When she is finally allowed to 
break loose, Lynn comes through 
with eye-popping and ear-pleasing 
brilliance. 


Revelation 

The musical’s biggest revelation is 
Niña. She may not have the strongest 
singing voice in the cast, but she 
knows how to maximize the impact of 
‘what she does have. And her portray- 
alof the former Hungarian star is a to- 
tal transformation that deserves the 
heartiest praise. 

Run, don't walk, to catch these gor- 
geous and gifted talents at the Teatri 
по soonest. Don’t dilly-dally, because 
"We're Still Hot” is getting full houses. 
Call 721-6726, 891-9999 or 722- 
4532, local 116. 


(FROM LEFT) 
Romualdez, 
Centenera, 

Sherman and 

Marquez pack a 

comic-musical 


ХАЛЕ 


also win another 
Nissan Sentra in the 

DE National 

ў Finals Raffle! 


M Bowling Centers: Megamall 633-2051 = 
Cebu 032-232-0292. 


Above, meet 


hisnew 


character, Lola 
Michaela! 


mo 


V's pranks 


are wholesome fun 


By Jocelyn Valle. 


SHOPPERS IN A MUNOZ, QUEZON CITY 
grocery had an early dose of April Fools’ Day 
madness last week when a seemingly helpless 
old lady in a wheelchair turned out to be 
prankster Michael V, who was taping a seg- 
ment for his TV show, "Bitoy's Funniest Home 


Videos: Yari Kal” 


on my face,” Michael shared before disap- 
pearing in the bathroom to don his costume. 


gles. 


Seconds later, he reappeared to ask for assis- 
tance in putting on his pantyhose. 

“Tve played an old woman several times al- 
ready" he offered, looking intently at the mir- 
ror—and, using his camera phone, he started 
taking pictures of himself from different an- 
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ARY TOVE STORY. 
ће lives the present... 
he bounds of time? 


‘And why not? Michael V looked and acted 
like the real thing: From the crinkly face, salt- 

> and-pepper tresses, quaint shawl, elderly de- 
meanor and the unmistakable scent of lini- 
ment, How did he do it? 


Three hours 

"The moment I'm physically transformed 
into a character I'm playing is when I become 
the character,” he told us while undergoing a 
prosthetic makeover that lasted for three 
hours. 

"The physical transformation started when 
prosthetics expert, Rene Abelardo, puta mask 
made of foam latex on the actors face. Unlike 
Jim Carrey in "The Mask," Michael V didn't 
‘magically turn into an old woman. Lines had 
to be drawn all over his face with makeup, 
which then appeared like wrinkles with 
Rene’s expert touch. 
=+ "ts so much easler to take off the prosther- 
is than to put it on. Sometimes, I get rashes 


4 


“Just like any other character 1 tackle, 1 have 
to be convinced that m a different person be- 
forel can do my prank,” he pointed out. 

He then rose from his seat, draped a shaw! 
around his shoulders, clutched his purse and, 
voila, Michael V became Lola Michaela! 


Easily offended 

Не agreed that many Filipinos get easily of- 
fended, or are pikon. “But, when I reveal my- 
selfto them, they lighten up," he averred. 

His exemplary work ethic—plus innate tal- 
ent and comic timing—have helped made 
Michael V, а rap-star wannabe 15 years ago, 
become a highly-regarded comedian. 

He is also the main star and creative direc- deas 
tor of the current long-running gag show, peas 


“Bubble Gang.” ENE YN 
мтпсв CA ALL AGES ADMITTED 


Michael V said he never thought he'd come 


this far in his chosen career. "My wife always 
Text MOMENTS ON to 4677 Tor Smart / Talk ‘N Text or 2364 for Globe / Sun 


"me 
titted k 


reminds me not to act like a star,” he grinned. 
No, he’s not pulling our leg this time! 
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Watch Ice Age 2: The Meltdown 
from March 29 to April 4 and get a 
FREE Monte Vista and Makiling Highlands VIP Card 
for every two (2) ticket purchase 
“This promo is available at the following branches: 
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NEW — YORK—IT 
doesn't take much to 
get Mary J. Blige to 
shift into full confes- 
sion mode. 

In less than an 
hour Blige freely 
talks about her per- 
sonal battles with is- 
sues that would take 
most people years of 
therapy—or а few 
drinks—to divulge: 
Substance abuse, re- 
lationship woes, inse- 
curity issues—even 
feelings of self-doubt. . 
and seif-hate. - 


Triumph 

Blige's frankness 
in revealing her 
hurt, anguish and 
eventual triumph 
over troubles has 
been one of the 


ing—over her 14-. 
year career. > 

Through song, Blige 
has taken fans through 
her personal 
transformation from 
a petulant, drug abus- 
ing starlet to a mature, 
welladjusted, sober 
superstar and inspira- 
tional igure. 

But, the transfor- 
mation і not 
over—and Blige 
makes that clear in 
her latest work, the 
best-selling album, 
“The Break- 
through." 


Happier place. 

Though she's 
clearly in a much 
happier place than 
where she started, 
shes not afraid to re- 
veal that she's still 
trying to stay on the 
right path—and its 
по easy task! 

“Tm trying to 
walk the walk, but 
this is hard" says 
Blige. "I don't want 
to be falling flat on 
my face in front of 
you guys, but I 
might fall flat on my 
face because the pro- 
cess of healing has 
started.” 

“The Break- 
through” is far from a 
tearjerker, with effer- 
vescent love ballads 
and upbeat grooves. 
But, the album also 
contains plenty of 
sore subjects, from 
relationship dramas 
to abandonment is- 
sues, to abusive rela- 
tionships. 


State of mind 

"Магу music is 
based on her state of 
mind at that period in 
time,” says Sean Gar- 
теп, who co-wrote 
Bliges next single, 
"Enough Cryin.” 

"She represents 
the struggle—and 
shes made it 
through, and thats 
the biggest triumph. 
105 like she's won the 
race.” 

Blige is certainly 
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INOY ROCK ICON МІКЕ 

Hanopol conveys optimism 

È and good values in his latest 

albiim, "Lagablab"—his first collec- 

tion in 10 years. Hanopol and his 

family have been residing in the US 
foralmost 20 years now. 

Every song in the 10-track album has an im- 
portant story to tell. He shares, "One morning, 
I saw a long line of people in Ermita. They all 
wanted to work abroad. That incident in- 
spired me to write "Maghihintay; the album's 
carrier single." 


Peace 

Jn “Peace Naman,” Hanopol advocates 
peace: “Bigyan naman natin ang ating bayan/ 
kahit kaunting kapayapaary Pairalin din natin 
ang katarungan/ huwag gumamit ng kara- 
hasan.” 

Tn “Ang Magulang Mo," he looks back at 
and examines some decisions he made as a 
young man. In 1967, he joined his band in 
Vietnam against his father's wishes. 


Going banana 


THE BANANA IS A Ро 
wonderful frait we LOTUS 
can eat as а 
habit—it’s healthy for 
us, and its cheap. 
Here are interesting 
facts about this spe- 
cial fruit: 
l. Two bananas 
can provide enough 
energy for а sirenu- 
ous, 90-minute work- 
out. and S. 


Healthy Bismark 


2, Bananas stimu- 
late hemoglobin pro- . 

duction because they are high in iron. Thus, 
they prevent anemia and keep the blood 
healthy. 

3, Benanas reduce the risk of high blood 
pressure and stroke. They have high potassi- 
um content, which keeps the heart healthy 
and the circulatory system strong. The New 
England Journal of Medicine confirms that 
"eating bananas as part of the regular diet can 
cut the risk of death by as much as 40 per- 
cent.” 

4, Another research shows that potassium- 
rich bananas assist the learning process by 
making students more alert. 

5. Bananas are rich in fiber. Therefore, they 
promote regular bowel action. They’ help 
Clean the intestinal tract and prevent colon 
cancer. 

6. They relieve heartburn and ulcer. 


Stress 

7. Potassium plays a role in regulating 
heartbeat by sending oxygen to the brain and 
regulating the body's water balance. Stress re- 
duces potassium levels and throws our body 
into an abnormal state. 

8. People who want to break their smoking 
habit can turn to bananas for help. The vita- 
min B, potassium and magnesium in the fruit 
aid the body in recovering from nicotine with- 
drawal. 

9. f you want some relief from itchy 
mosquito bites, rub the affected area with the 
inside of banana skin, This reduces swelling 
and irritation. 

10. Compared to apples, bananas have four 
times the protein, twice the carbohydrates, 
three times the phosphorus, and fives times 
the vitamin A and iron. 


Mary J. Blige... 


From page A22 


winning the race in terms of sales: When 
"The Breakthrough” was released in Decem- 
ber, it shotto No. 1 with the best sales of her 
career, and so far has,sold two million 
copies—her most successful record in 
years! 

Ironically, it was when she decided to not 
address the pain in her life on a record that 
fans tuned her out. 

Her last album, 2003's "Love & Life,” was. 
expected to be a top-seller. But, when it was 
released, the album only achieved mediocre 
sales, 

Blige calls the experience a hard but valu- 
abie lesson. She rationalizes, "I learned to 
never ever go against what was in my 
heart!” AP 


Positive value 


‘The samba-tinged “Sh Aking Pag-uwi” is ro- 
mantie, while “Hawakan Mong Mabuti,” a 
duet with Brownbeat All-Stars’ Myra Ruaro, 
dispenses tips on how to keep relationships 
stable. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


<- SATURDAY Special ..... 
s in Hanopol's comeback album 


Other charming collaborations: "Hindi Ka 
Magsisi” with Imago's Aya de Leon; "Nama- 
masyal" with Francis Magalona, and "Maghi- 
hintay” with Session Road's Hannah Ro- 
тамас. 


HANOPOL. Has 
important 
stories to tell. 


Nurture your Child's 9164 


Promil 
Pre-School) 


Nurture the Artist 


Develop your child’s artistic 
prowess with fun lessons in arts 
and crafts facilitated by Art 
Adventures. 


£o 


Nurture the Dancer 


Bring out the “swan” in your little. 
one as she gets trained in 
classical ballet by veteran 
instructors. from the world- 
renowned CCP Ballet Philippines. 


Nurture the Actor 


Let your child experience the 
limelight. Help him overcome 
shyness and express himself 
better in this fun acting 
workshop handled by the country’s 
premier theater group, PETA (Philippine 
Educational Theater Association). 


Nurture the Singer 


Help your child express 4 
himself well through 

Ў song. The country's first © 

the Center for Pop Music Philippines, 

gives voice lessons to improve. vocal 

quality and stage performance. 


Per DOH-BFAD Permit # 0240, Series of 2006 


and largest training school for pop singing, 


this summer! 


Summer Workshops 


for kids 3-7 years old 
April 17 to May 19, 2006 


Your child may be gifted in many different ways. He may show signs of a particular type of gift; he may have 
keen interest in the arts or have great passion for singing and dancing. Discover and nurture your child’s 
gift this summer when you enroll him at Promil Pre-School Camp ProGifted Summer Workshops. Kids will 
be given the chance to hone their skills in the most fun and exciting way. Facilitated by highly-trained experts, 
each workshop at Camp ProGifted is guaranteed to help nurture your child’s gift to the fullest! 


Nurture the Reader 


Encourage your child's 
love for books and LALKSHOP 


(7D develop his language skills through this 
" fun workshop facilitated by the Talkshop. 


Make the most out of your child's summer vacation. Send him 
to Promil Pre-School Camp ProGifted! Nurture his gift with 
workshops facilitated by highly-trained experts. Help develop 
his skills and talents through wonderful, fun, and exciting 
learning experiences. That's a full 12-session program, all for 
a standard workshop enrollment fee of just P4,500.00 per child. 


And here’s even more good news! Buy Promil Pre-School, 
and get discounts upon enroliment! You can avail of the 
maximum P4,500 discount by presenting accumulated 
proofs of purchase. 


Discounts are as follows’ 


P300 for every 400g can 
P500 for every 900g can 
P700 for every 1.6kg can 


Enroll your child on these dates: 


April 1 and 2, 2006, 2nd floor, Activity Center, 
SM Megamall Bidg. A 


‘So hurry and register! Start nurturing your child's gift this summer 
and help him reach his full potential 


Limited slots available. Registration is on a first come, 
first served basis. Я 


For inquiries, please call 744-3978 or Camp ProGifted Mobile. 
at 0906-440-8511 during office hours. 


The more 
Promil Pre-School 
you buy, the bigger the 

discount you get! „~“ 


Offer valid for purchases made 
from Feb. 26 until April 1, 2006 only: 


Nurture the Gift. 


For kids 3 years onwards 
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SATURDAY special 


ByNestor U. Torre 


AST FEB. 26 AT 9 РМ., WE 
Les in to Channel 2 to 
catch the telecast of the 20th 
anniversary Edsa Revolution spe- 
cial, “Edsa 1986: Mga Tinig ng 
Himagsikan.” Unfortunately, the 
special's telecast was overtaken by 
events, as the channel focused in- 
stead on its live coverage of the 
military standoff at the Marine 
headquarters in Fort Bonifacio. 
Tewas only at 11:30 
pm. that “Edsa 


landmark documentary on People Power. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


1986," hosted by Jim. 
Paredes and Bianca 


NOW SHOWING 


Gonzalez, was finall 
d STRICTLY FORIS YEARS AND Up 


shown. By that time, 
much fewer viewers 
were able to watch: 
the landmark produc- 
tion of the Foundation 
for Worldwide People 
Power. 

That was a great 
pity, because this par- 
ticular 20th anniver- 
sary special had been 
produced with the im- 
portant goal of mak- 
ing the key event un- 
derstandable апа 
meaningful for young 
viewers, including the 
many youths out 
there who were born. 
after 1986. 


Significant 

We were finally able 
to view the special last 
Monday, at the home 
of FWWPP founder 
Eggie Apostol, and 
found it so involving 
and significant that we 
rued the fact that so 
many viewers had 
failed to see it. 

Right off, we told 
ourselves that we 
would urge ABS-CBN 
to schedule a repeat 
telecast of “Edsa 
1986,” because it 
early deserved noth- 
ing less than that. 

There are many 
plus points and im- i 
pressive moments to 
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BY JESS ABRERA 


WHAT'S. THE LETTER 
THAT? І бот FROM 
Y UNIVERSAL 


PRESS 
SYNDICATE. 
| 


“= 


І SENT THEM MY SUBST- 

TUTE "BooNDockS" STRIPS, 

AND THEY WROTE ME BACK 
PRETTY PROMPTLY. 
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BABY BLUES 


\ SWELL, ROMEO... HOW. 
DID YOUR PLAYDATE 
WITH CAILIN GO 
AT MACKBURGER?| 


BY TOM ARMSTRONG 


ACTUALLY, AFTER 
ASLOW START, 
WE REALLY HIT 
\T OFF! 


WHEN I GRABBED HER “SMILEY 


MEAL" TOY, SHE HIT] 

5 ME wrt A KETCHUP) 
PACKET, THEN I 
HITHER WITH 
SOME FRENCH 


BY JERRY SCOTT 
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OUE NEXT 
( TooTuBeusues! 


XL 


АТОМО AND WEBOY 


1 GET TOSIT BY DADON AT PINNER 
GET THE FIST Mi OUTOF TAE NEN 
COMBINE?! T GET To Pice THE Fato. 
STATION NET TIME WE PIDE N THG CAR! 
eS —3AÀ 
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[CI Go мохо 
Looe For 


BY LYRA GARCELLANO 


Fine. Fine. 
ти HeLP. 
You DOWN. 


KASIN, GALT MA 
ТАЛЫ ATE BARBIE , 
lano, lagot са кіт ALL CAPS nA NUNG MGA 
yang pnsan mo poa Å LETRA NG TEXT МЧА. 
а pa cua umuwi 
ra mismo. 
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DIVINE COMEDY BY STEVEN PABALINAS 
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_ HOROSCOPE ... 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE. 


YOU BORN TODAY: Because you're not afraid of hard work, you can beautifully master a particular technique or 


“Graft. You're serious about your goals. You go forward one step ага time; and you willing 
People respect you because you're sincere, and you're a straight shooter: If you wor 


ities. 
paves in 2007-08, 


баке of: Gordon Jump, actor; Debbie Reynolds, entertainer; Anne! 


ARIES (March 21 to 

: е" April 19): With the Sun 

in your sign now, people. 

BD sxe attracted to you, Ex- 

5 pect phone calis from 

surprise sources. The Sun in Aries 
"makes others think of you. 


TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): Irs important 
to get more rest than 
usual now. Work behind 
the scenes if you can. 
You also want credit for 

“what you do. Work alone if you have 

‘this option. 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20): Your involve- 
ment-with friends and 
groups is important 

an OM Ape all fica: 

tions. Call up a friend to suggest a 

Casual ge together Input from oth- 

ers can help you now. 

© ent might be significant 
today. However, if it in- 
volves an important de- 

cision or commitment on your part, 


wait until tomorrow. (After all, this 
is April Fools Day!) 


CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22): A discusion 
‘with your boss or a par- 
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1 Shell propeler 
53 PBS benelactor 


‘accept large responsibili- 
hard this year, you'll see 


tte O'Toole, actress. 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22): Your desire to trav- 
el is totally indicated in 
the stars now. You want 
to broaden your hori- 

zons! You want to see more of the 

‘world. You might even enjoy taking 

upanew study. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 

Sept. 22): No matter 

H what happens today, 

МУ you seem to feel every- 

thing a bit more intense- 

ју. That's OK; just don't overreact. 

Postpone important decisions until 
tomorrow. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): You need more rest. 
The Sun is the farthest 
away from your sign as it 

ets all year. This is why 


you feel a bic red and sleep-de- 
SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): Capitalize on 
the strong energy that 
the stars now give you to 


prived. 
‘work hard. Get as much 


done as you can! It won't. 


always be this easy to work. 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21): Vacations, 
1 playful getaways, ro- 
mance, love affairs and 


promising choices for 
you now, Do something fun and cre- 


ative! 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
а good day to make cre- 


to Jan. 19): You value 
home and family You 
like your security. This is 


ative changes at home 


and have heart-to-heart discussions. 
with family members. 
Ís, especially in your 


2 regular communications. 


or in how you structure your day Ev- 
'erything is back to normal by tomor- 
S any moths out of your 
wallet. Wait until tomor- 


row to spend your hard-earned 
due". 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): Today you 
might feel a bit ar ose 


PISCES (Feb, 19 to 
March 20): This is not 
anideal day to shop. You 
сап look, but don't let 
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= SATURDAY Special 


‘Princess Lulu’ heartthrob juggles TU, film projects Baltazar and Patriarca come Wr 
with truly illuminating hook 


By Rito P. Asilo the star-crossed pain 
The film went on to break box- 


KIMAND JUNG. 
FROM MIMI ORDINARIO: “1AM office records in South Korea, and 


an avid follower of 
"Princess Lulu’ be- 
cause the chemistry 
ofits charming leads 
amuses and enter- 
tains me. Has the ac- 
tor playing Marco 
Jung acted in the 
movie? Tell me 
more about him." 


, Jung Joon Ho, who plays Mar- 
bo in "Princess Lulu,” enjoys a 
thriving film and television ca- 
reer in Korea. The 6-ft tall, baby- 
faced actor will turn 36 on Oct. 1. 
He played lead in his feature-film 
debut, “1818,” at the age of 27. 

Soon thereafter, he acted in his 
first telenovela, “Love.” He has 
since juggled film work (‘Anar- 
chist,” "Му Boss, My Hero") and 
TV assignments (“Hotelier”). 


Law school graduate 

Four years ago, Jung teamed up 
with Kim Jung Bun (known here as 
the actress who played Vivian in 
“Lovers in Paris”) in “Marrying the 
Mafia,” an action rom-com about a 
no-nonsense law school graduate 
(Jung) who wakes up one moming 
with a homely girl (Kim) by his 
side—who happens to be the 
youngest daughter of a mobster 
boss. 

Unfortunately, the befuddled 
couple has no recollection of 
what transpired the night before! 
Naturally it's hate at first sight for 


Suow Biz 
Q&A 


Rito P Asilo 


capped its success 
when it was declared 
2002s biggest hit 
among Korea's 74 films 
released that year! 

‘Among the dozen 
films Jung has top- 
billed: "My Boss, My 
Hero,” his first big hit, 
ranked sixth among 
Korea's 52 feature-film releases 
in 2001. Friend,” starring 
heartthrob Won Bin, and "My 
Sassy Girl took the top two 
spots, respectively) "The Last 
Witness," his other film that year, 
landed in 12th place. 


Hilarious 

In the hilarious “My Boss, My 
Hero,” Jung plays a feared gang 
leader who is sent back to high 
school after he develops an inferior 
ity complex about his lack of educa- 
tion, and puts his gang in zany, em- 
barrassing situations along the way. 

In “The Twins” (2005), he 
plays dual roles—as a successful 
lawyer and a hardworking Every- 
man. Their lives are turned up- 
side down when the former is 
charged with a crime. 

In "Perfect Match,” a professional 
matchmaker has a hard time find- 
ing a romantic match for her hand- 
some but reluctant computer-pro- 
grammer client (Jung). But, is she 
deliberately sabotaging the dates 
she herself arranged forhim? 

“North Korean Guys" is an alle- 


From the big screen. 
tothe boob tube. 


gory about two North Korean fish- 
ermen who drift off to South Korea 
after they fall asleep while fishing. 
Penniless and homeless, they join a 
singing contest, whose grand prize 
isa trip to North Korea! 

Tn “Unborn but Forgotten,” 
Jung plays a detective who's after 
the trail ofa serial killer who baits 
his victims through а website, 
whose online “visitors” die after 
15 days! In “A Wacky Switch," he 
plays a frustrated novelist switch- 
ing roles with a mobster boss! 


Corrupt and murderous 

In "Another Public Enemy" he 
plays a bad guy—a corrupt and 
murderous business heir. 

Tn the historical epic, "The Leg- 
end of Evil Lake,” Jung plays a gen- 
eral who must destroy ће evil spir- 
it imprisoned in a mystical lake. 
Unfortunately, the spirit has taken 
the form of his beloved wife! 

Last year, Jungs fans were 


‘Edsa 1986’ deserves. .....„„„. 


the special, but what really stand 
Out are its dear progression of 
events, its US footage, the inspiring 
Tecollections of eyewitnesses, and 
‘the production's creative way of 
making 20-year-old events spring 
backto life again. 


Insightful 
‘The special's clear and insight- 


ful sequencing of the events that 
led up to the Edsa Revolution is a 


great service to viewers, especial- 
ly the youth, because it touches 
on factors and issues that are rel- 
evant and important to ош. na- 
tional life to this day. 

The sequences taped in the Un- 
tied States, give the special a 
unique dimension not found in 
other TV renderings of the Edsa 
Revolution. It took a huge added 
expense to make it happen, but it 
was worth it, because it has set 


<P REENBEL 


the historical event in a larger, 
more informed context. 

The eyewitnesses’ recollections 
are particularly choice and mov- 
ing, because they tell it like it is, 
with none of the rationalizations 
and ego-boosting that mar other 
people's versions of the event. 

Quotes like "Are you the only 
one who has the right to die for 
his country?” reach out through 

EDSA/AI-5 


T, 


TE 


caught ina frenzy when he teamed 
up again with Jung Eun for the 
television series, “Princess Lulu” 
(asMarco and Lulu, respectively) 

‘Though highly anticipated, the 
series soon lost steam in the rat- 
ings game against its fierce rival, 
“Life in Pink.” The show was criti- 
cized for “excessive product 
placements" and for its "unrealis- 
tic storyline." At one point, Kim 
threatened to leave the series, 
and even apologized to fans on 
her website! 


Syndication 

However, when the series was 
released for syndication, Hong 
Kong’s Star TV doled out a stag- 
gering $940,000 for its 
rights—the biggest tag price ever 
paid for a Korean television se- 
ries! It was then released in 
Japan, Thailand, Indonesia and 
the Philippines—not bad for a se- 
ries that failed in its own country! 


APOSTOL. Producer of the 
inspiring documentary. 
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By Nestor U. Torre 


WHEN WE WERE IN HIGH 
school at the Ateneo de Cagayan 
in Cagayan de Oro City, our men- 
torin campus theater was a Jesuit 
scholastic named Armando Bal- 
агаг. He also mentored us when 
we represented Northern Min- 
danao in the Jaycees' Voice of 
Democracy finals in Manila. 

Due to his dynamic love for 
theater and elocution, "Fr. Balty” 
influenced us to choose the per- 
forming arts and communication 
as our own life's work. 


Influence 

Balty later chose not to pursue. 
his religious vocation, but he re- 
mained a friend and seminal influ- 
ence when we came to Manila to 
start our career in media and the- 
ater 

Much later, we would have deal- 
ings with him when our musicals 
were staged at Equitable PCI 
Banks theater. As executive direc- 
tor of the bank's foundation, Balty 
has always been ready to help sig- 
nificant productions find the per- 
forming venue they deserve. 

Most recently, Balty delighted us 
anew when he sent us a copy of his 
new book, “Iiluminations—Life 
and Its Passages,” with “words by 
Armando S. Baltazar and images 
by Franco M. Patriarca." 

Patriarca, a gifted photogra- 
pher, also studied at the Ateneo 
de Cagayan, where he made his 
mark as a visual artist of great 
skill and artistry. 


Insights 

*Illuminations" is a fine addi- 
tion to anybodys library, espe- 
cially if you're attuned to medita- 
tion and the insights that can be. 
derived from such an inward- 
looking activity (or lack ofi). 

Balty's text and verses are per- 
fectly complemented by Franco's 
rinsingly lovely images. The 
book's insights are gathered un- 
der various headings, like "God 


Juan 


У ftri" 


Tiiiiniinations 
lige no 


MEDITATIVE musings in 
Baltazar's book are rooted in.— 
reality. 


and His People," “Love,” “OF. An- 
gels and Memories,” and ^ 
Beauty and Things of the Spirit” 

Despite its meditative bent, "II- 
luminations"is truly and dynami- 
cally illuminating because it sets 
its musings in the here and now. 
Balty is a perceptive observer and 
participant in life as it ebbs and 
flows around us, so his insights 
are rooted in reality—and that 
makes them truly valuable and 
relevant. 


Examples 

Any number of examples come 
to mind, but we would especially 
like to share these: 


“This is the beginning of fulfill- 
ment: 

‘The emptying of oneself 

‘That God may take possession 
of us 

‘And form us to the image of His 
perfection.” 

“The seed in the soil has one 
distinct destiny: 

tobe this or that bloom. 

The seed in the mind has end- 
less possibility" 5 
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‘Ayala Museum Summer Workshop Sampler 
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Paul McGuigan directs stylish, hammy crime caper 


By Noelani Torre. The story goes off in all sorts of 
tangents from thereon, and if 
youve seen "Pulp Fiction,” “The 
Usual Suspects” or “The Sting,” 
you'll be familiar with this kind of 
convoluted plot. 

‘The Kansas City shuffle is what 
gamblers call a simple act of mis- 
direction: Have them looking 
right while you're doing some- 
thing on the left. 165 a con job, 
which is also what this movie is. 

The story centers on outof- 
towner Slevin who goes to New 
York to stay at the apartment of 
his friend, Nick Fisher. His friend 
tums out not to be there, he 
meets Lindsey (Lucy Liu), the 
cute girl from across the hall, and 
he gets descended on by two 
thugs who insist he's Nick Fisher, 
and that he owes "the Boss" 
$96,000! 


A CASE OF MISTAKEN IDENTI- 
ty a fixed horserace, two rival 
New York crime lords living in 
identical highrises across each 
other, and a slew of seemingly un- 
connected murders—these are 
some of the elements present in 
Paul McGuigan’s new crime 
thriller, “Lucky Number Slevin.” 

Starring Josh Hartnett as the 
motsolucky Slevin, the film 
opens with explosive scenes of 
four people getting mysteriously 
killed. 


Stranger 

Then, we see Bruce Willis (in 
full action-hero mode) explain- 
ing what a Kansas City shuffle is 
to a stranger in a deserted airport 
lounge. 


By Behn Cervantes 
IE THE EARLY '605, 


was going to act opposite Jeffrey 
Hunter, the actor who portrayed 
Jesus Christin “King of Kings.” 

T asked convent-bred Barbara: 
“Was there something in Hunter 
that reminded you of Christ?" 

Barbara replied, *He was very 
gentle.” I asked how she got 
along with her leading man. 

“He was a very private person. 
Even when we were billeted in 
Subic, he kept to himself most of 
the time. In fact, I would only see 
him when we rehearsed for a scene 
we would shoot the next day" 

So, did she call him Jeffrey or 
Mr. Hunter? "Because he kept to 
himself, I called him Mr. Hunter,” 
Barbara answered. 

Thad read that his career had 
suffered despite his obvious 
promise because his second wife 
(after Barbara Rush) meddled with 
his career choices and often 
stepped on many professional toes. 

“Did you meet the wife,” I 
asked. “I didn't,” Barbara replied. 
ЧЕ she indeed controlled him, it 
was probably because he was tru- 
уа gentle person.” 


Barbara Perez was at 

the top of her career 
in local show business. 
She was known as the Au- 
drey Hepburn of the 
Philippines. Indeed, this 
lass from Pangasinan was 
a dead ringer for the Hol- 
lywood actress who was 
then the toast of Tinsel- 
town. She was also one of 
the favorite models of Ra- 
mon Valera, Ben Farrales 
and Pitoy Moreno. 


Dramatic actor 

Barbara was romantically in- 
clined toward talented dramatic 
actor Robert Arevalo. She was a 
UST student when movies—via 
Sampaguita Pictures—beckoned. 

Now, Hollywood was calling as 
well. 

Producers John Monks and 
Richard Goldstone arrived in 
search of a young actress to por- 
tray a native of Guam who comes. 
to the aid of an American guerril 
la, and chose Barbara for the cov- 
eted role in their war drama, "No 
Manis An Island"! 


Consciousness 

“But, the Christ character never 
entered your consciousness while 
you worked with him?,” I pressed 
on. Jeffrey had blue eyes, I was al- 
most mesmerized by him when 1 
looked straight into his eyes. 

“When I went to Hollywood 
prior to our film's release, he ten- 
dered a dinner for me in Sta. 


Bignews 
‘That was big news for the local 
movie industry, because Barbara 


HARTNETT AND FREEMAN. Lead thriller’s all-star cast. 


‘Then he gets dragged to the 
Boss (Morgan Freeman) and is 
offered a deal—"his" debt will 
be forgiven and his life saved if 


HUNTER. Played Jesus in “King 
of Kings: 


he kills the son of the Boss’ ri- 
val, the Rabbi! Why is he called 
a rabbi? Because he is one, 
natch. 


‘CARICATURE BYSTEPH BRAVO 


PEREZ. Chose love over career. 


Monica. During the party, he 
showed footage he took of the 
movie in progress in Subic. The 
home I lived in during the two- 
week publicity campaign used to 
be owned by Greta Garbo, no 
less!” 

Amy other recollections of 
Hunter? "The Hollywood cast 
and staff had their own ration of 
meals, but he always asked for 
the food of the Filipinos. He 
wanted to connect with us—and 
he did, because I remember him 
to this day because of that.” 

And what happened to Holly- 
wood's other tempting offers? 
She answered: “I married 
Robert!” 


Studio 23 sticks 


By Jocelyn Valle 


“STUDIO 23 COMPETES WITH 
all channels, even, to some ex- 
tent with ABS-CBN,” says Leo 
Katigbak, managing director of 
Channel 25 affiliate. He down- 
play talks that the war of the 
networks has invaded the UHF 
realm. 

СМА 7 has its own QTV 11, 
which is said to be the third 
most-watched channel in the 
country today. 


pared to the 310 4 percent of an- 
other channel, may pambili sa 
lahat ng nag-a-advertise. So, 
we're not as concerned with rat- 
ings as others are." 

But, Katigbak confirms that 
Studio 23 is beefing up its lineup 
of local shows by producing new 
Ones and improving existing 
shows, like “Nginiiig: The Hidden 
Files,” which has been renamed 
"Nginiiig! Paranormal Investiga- 
tions.” The shows new format 
now delves deeper into each case 
study and invites viewers to par- 
ticipate in its quests. 

‘Streetboys’ members Danilo 
Barrios, Jhong Hilario and Nico 
Manalo, who host “Nginiiig,” 
make the show more accessible 
to the youth. Katigbak explains, 
“If you check out the Internet, 
we get more feedback about 
‘Nginilig’ now that it's on Studio 
23 than when it was on Channel 
2. The first version was a drama- 


‘Audience profile 

"We have a different audience 
profile, which is between the 
ages of 16 and 35, from middie 
to lower middle classes,” he 
adds. “Ang feeling ko, dapat mas 
mataas ang rating ng QTV, kasi 
masa ang target nila. Mas may 
pera ang audience na hinahabol 
ko. Ang one percent rating ng 
"Desperate Housewives; com- 


to youth market 


tization, while this one focuses 
on investigation." 

At the same time, the nine- 
year-old UHF channel is bring- 
ing in current Hollywood top- 
rater, “The Ghost Whisperer,” 
starring Jennifer Love Hewitt, 
which, contrary to its title, is 
more of a comedy than horror 
series, says Katigbak. 


Acquisition 

Another new acquisition that’s 
likewise making waves in the 
States now is "Grey's Anatomy" a 
medical drama/comedy series 
featuring Ellen Pompeo, Sandra 
Oh and Patrick Dempsey. 

Katigbak explains that for- 
eign shows comprise only 30 
percent of Studio 23's program- 
ming, while the rest is local pro- 
gramming that includes the cov- 
erage of the NCCA and UAAP 
games, movies and music-video 
shows courtesy of MYX. “But, 


the bulk of our foreign shows 
fall on primetime, thats why 
people think we have few local 
programs,” he avers. 

Katigbak is proud of having 
popular fare like “24,” “Sur- 
vivor" "The Amazing Race,” 
“Charmed,” “Joey,” and especial- 
ly “Desperate Housewives” and 
“Smallville,” which were shown 
on Studio 23 before cable net- 
work Star World aired them. 
But, he admits to having failed 
to secure the rights to "American 
dol" and being a bit late in the 
airing of “CSI.” 


Complicated 

“We negotiated for AL; but it 
became complicated. With ‘CSI,’ 
never ako'ng mauuna kasi ang 
taas-taas ng binayaran ng AXN 
para mauna sila sa buong Asia. 
irs a business arrangement. 
May bidding war pa about it,” he 
shares. 


Seminar on Film Review and Classification 


THE CBCP OFFICE ON WOMEN process that Nescafe has mas- 
is holding a CBCP-Cinema Semi- tered, resulting in its fresh taste 
nar on Film Review and intense aroma. 
and Classification for 
prospective reviewer- MONTAGE ‘Angel Tales’ 
‘writers on April 21, Every Sunday at 10 
22 and 29 at the CBCP Com- p.m. on Animax, “Angel Tales” 
pound, 470 Gen. Luna st., Intra- follows the adventures of Gorou 
muros, Manila. Call 527-1925 or Mutsumi, a compassionate ani- 
mal lover whose nine guardian 


527-8031 

i A angels—reincarnations of his for- 

The Colors of Arabica' mer pets—suddenly appear to 
Nescafe Gold fires up the sens- make his life better 


es in its latest TV commercial, " 
“The Colors of Arabica,” directed Camp ProGifted 2006 
‘This summer promises to be an 


by Jun Reyes of Unitel and con- 
ceptualized by Publicis Manila, It enriching time for preschoolers 
is а sensuous rendering of the as Promil Pre-School presents 
“stages that the Arabica beans go Camp ProGifted 2006, a series of 
through—from the selection of workshops for children three to 
the finest beans to the roasting seven years old. Discounts are 


available to parents who present 
purchase receipts of Promil Pre 
School 200g, 900g and 1.6kg. 
Register today at the SM Mega- 
mall Activity Center. Call 0906 
440-8511. 


‘April Fools’ Specials’ 

The Nickelodeon Channels 
‘April Fools’ Specials" start with 
Zoey 1075 "Prank Week,” when 
the girls dorm gets toilet-papered, 
prompting them to get even. 

In “As Told by Ginger" Ginger 
sends a fake love letter from odd- 
ball student Dustin to Dodie, and 
ater realizes that the joke's on her! 

‘And its "bubble-blowing" time in 
Bikini Bottom when SpongeBob in- 
troduces his new talent to friends 
Patrick and Squidward. These 


~ 
ABUEL. Plays Pontius Pilate in 
cenaculo. 

pranifiled programs all happen 
today. 


“Martir sa Golgota’ 

Tommy Abuel joins the cast of 
Lou Veloso's cenaculo, “Martir sa 
Golgota,” as Pontius Pilate. He is 
joined by Ivy Violan as Mary, 

SEMINAR Аза 


b 


While Slevin is considering his 
options, he's visited by another 
set of thugs who are also Hassidic 
Jews. Fisher, it appears, also owes 
the Rabbi (Sir Ben Kingsley) 
quite alot of money. 

То make his life even more 
complicated, he's also acquired a 
cop tail in the form of one persis- 
tent detective (Stanley Tucci) 
Willis, meanwhile, pops up mys- 
teriously here and there, and 
Lindsey plays detective in her 
spare time. 


Tongue-in-cheek quality 
Okay, let's stop there before we 
give it all away. Are you reeling 
from all the big names yet? It is a 
star-studded cast, and the best 
performances belong to Freeman 
and Kingsley, who look like 
they're enjoying hamming it up a 


lot. The movie does have a ham- 
my feel, a tongue-in-cheek quali- 
ty that is as enjoyable as all the 
clever lines that the characters 
are gifted with. 

McGuigan (‘Wicker Park") 
gives the film a light, stylish feel. 
Everything works pretty well dur- 
ing the first half, but the problems 
set in when all the knots are being 
unknotted in the end. 

The twists, you see, are actual- 
ly explained to us. This isn’t like 
“The Usual Suspects,” where the 
realization is very effective. Here, 
we have а scene-by-scene expla- 
nation that could have been han- 
dled a great deal better The 
movie also loses its light, fun and 
bordering-on-absurd ^ quality 
when it nears the end, dragging 
us into a different kind of story al- 
together. 


By Nestor U. Torre 


LOVERS OF FUN FILMS ARE 
making a beeline for “Ice Age 2: 
The Meltdown." As the glaciers 
melt, Manny, Sid, Diego and Scrat 
unite to warn everybody, includ- 
ing new friends Ellie, Crash and 
Eddie, about the new age's ad- 
verse effects—even as they all 
gleefully delight in the warmer 
dimate! 

Next, meet the lovable animals 
of "The Wild,” an odd assortment 
of animals from the New York Zoo, 
who discover what a jungle the city 
can be when one of their own is 
mistakenly shipped to the wid. 
The zoo denizens— a lion, a gi- 
affe, an anaconda, a koala and a 
squirrel—then embark on a dan- 
gerous mission to rescue him. 


RYAN Reynolds stars in “Just 
Friends. 


Reynolds puts on 80 pounds of 
padding and prosthetics to play a 
high school jerk in ‘Just Friends." 
He falls for a popular cheerleader 
who, unfortunately, wants to be 
"just friends." 

Years later, he's become lean 
and mean, but he eventually re- 
discovers his good side—to ev- 
eryone's reliefi 

Tim Allen and Robert Downey Jr 
star in “The Shaggy Dog,” a “pet 
fantasy” Downey plays an evil sci- 
entist whose search for the elusive, 
lucrative fountain of youth goes 
awry and results in the geneticmu- 
tation serum that causes Allen's 
character—to tum into a dog! 


Loyalty 

Tes а story essentially about loy- 
alty. Dogs represent loyalty to us, 
and this is a movie about a man 
and his loyalty to his family. He 
doesn't know he's going to turn in- 
toa dog, and he also doesn't realize 
that he's able to become even more 
loyal—that’s his journey. 

Lindsay Lohan topbills Just 
My Luck,” a college graduate 
who's always taken her good luck 
for granted. But, when she kisses 
a man (Chris Pine) at a costume 
party, she accidentally swaps her 
good fortune for his horribly bad 
Tuck—and her charmed life turns 
into a living hell! 

Finally, ín "X-Men: The Last 
Stand," the final chapter in the 
“X-Men” trilogy, the super-mu- 
tants discover that there is a cure 
for mutancy. Stars include Rebec- 
ca Romjin as Mystique and Sir lan. 
McKellen as Magneto. 


“THE WILD'S" odd assortment 
of animals. 


Funniest role 

1n "Last Holiday” Queen Latifah 
plays what could be her funniest 
role, that of a woman named 
Georgia Byrd who has always bent 
Over backwards for everyone 
else—but is going to do things 
stricily for herself from now on! 

The reason is, she's been misdi- 
agnosed to have only a few more 
months to live! So, she makes up 
for lost time and goes for her 
dream: The beautiful Grandhotel 
Pupp in Karlovy Vary, where she 
plans to go out with a bang! 

For his part, ace comic Ryan 


Tasty steaks 


NEW YORK CITY—THE BIG AP- 
ple is one of the most popular 
culinary destinations in the 
word. It boasts of various 
cuisines that are exceptionally 
good. I knew my trip to the Big 
Apple was going to be an exciting 
one. 

My friends know I love a good 
steak. So, they took me to New 
York's Peter Luger Steakhouse. 


‘Tradition 

Built in 1887, the steakhouse is 
a culinary icon in the city. It serves 
USDA prime porterhouse steaks. 
‘The restaurant's owners go to the 
market daily to select the best 
loin of prime grade USDA beef, 
which is then aged and finally cut 
into huge steaks. 

Part of the fun of getting there 
is taking the subway to Brooklyn, 
where the original restaurant is 
located. 

We savored its pub-like atmo- 
sphere, with bare wooden tables 
that smelled of oak barrels. The 
wine list wasn’t great, and there 
was only one seafood item and a 
lamb chop dish in the menu. So, I 
wondered why this place was so 
popular. 

With Tess, my brotherindaw 
Caloy and his wife, Charina, 1 or- 
dered Porterhouse steaks, huge 
slices of tomatoes with sauce, and 


WonRD OF 


slices of thick bacon. 

The tomato slices, dipped in 
Luger steak sauce, were good but. 
nothing earth-shaking. The ba- 
con slices were thick, not too 
crunchy, a bit chewy, but deli- 
cious. 

But, the steaks were something 
else! They were huge, thick slices, 
almost burnt on the outside, 
without any seasoning, The first 
bite didn't really impress me, but 
slowly, its prime meat started 
tasting better. The steak really 
grew on me. 

This is how like steak: Its taste 
should be able to stand on its 
own. It is hard to compare the 
steaks of the House of Prime Rib 
in San Francisco and Peter Luger 
Steakhouse in New York, Peters 
is char-broiled, while the House's 
steak is slow-roasted. But, if I 
were to be given my last meal, 1 
would still get it from the House. 
of Prime Rib. Heaven! Check out. 
their websites, 

Happy eating! 
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By Nestor U. Torre 


LAST WEDNESDAY, THE 10 RE- 
maining "American Idol” finalists 
sang for their lives, but most of 
their performances were deemed 
too safe and predictable by the 
shows resident jurors—Randy 
Jackson, Paula Abdul, and the 
congenitally acerbic Simon Cow- 
ell 

‘Thus, last Thursday's elimina- 
tion round was a cliffhanger for 
quite a number of the finalists, es- 
pecially those who had gotten the 
most scathing negative com- 
ments the night before—Lisa 
Tucker, Kellie Pickler, Taylor 
Hicks, Chris Daughtrey and 
Bucky Covington, 


Danger zone 

‘That Kellie, Taylor and Chris 
had ended up in the danger zone 
was a surprise, because they were 
the three finalists whom Cowell 
had predicted would top the 
2006 tilt. 

For our part, we've said that our 
best bets are Lia, Katharine 
McPhee and Paris Bennett, so Lisa's 
poor scores from the judges last 
Wednesday were cause for concer. 

‘When the smoke finally cleared 
last Thursday it turned out that the 


latest evictee was Lisa. So, only 
two of our bets are still among next 
week's final nine. 

‘Ar this point, it does little good 
to second-guess the show's text 
voters, because the competition 
has become really keen, and as 
many as 35 million votes are cast 
each week. 

What the jurors say does seem 
to influence the voting viewers, 
but the numbers game has turned 
so complex that, for the five or so 
frontrunners, its become practi- 
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SATURDAYSpecial 
Lessons learned from ‘American Idol’ 


‘TUCKER. Bids talent search goodbye. 


cally anybody's contest. 

So, instead of racking our 
brains and fraying our tarot cards 
to second-guess the judges, lets 
sum up the lessons that the “AT” fi- 
malists have learned from the 
months-long tilt thus far. 


Major considerations 

How are singing stars made? If 
you go by the jurors’ comments 
from week to week, some of the 
major considerations are: 

Select your songs very careful- 


*Kerygma' on TV 


A CATHOLIC PROGRAM ON 
RPN-9 that's a cut above the rest 
is “Kergyma TV" а 30-minute 
show that airs every Wednesday 
at 11:30 p.m. It is hosted by 
Catholic lay preacher Bo Sanchez 
and Kerygma magazine editor 
Rissa B. Singson. М 

"Kerygma, the most widely- 
circulated inspirational magazine 
in the country, has been around 
for 16 years, and is considered a 
“publishing miracle” because it 
thrives even without ads. 


Candid 

Candid and relaxed onscreen, 
Rissa is the perfect co-host to Bo. 
She spent most of her youthful 
years in Christian ministry. 


STREET 


‘Navasero: © 


^T couldn't wait to finish col- 
lege so I could serve the Lord full- 
time,” she says. As a youth leader, 
missionary and preacher, she has 
traveled extensively here and 
abroad to proclaim the Good 
News. 
‘Although she graduated from 
De La Salle with a degree in 
Computer Science, it was in 
publishing and TV where Rissa 


Baltazar ... «s 


*TFanyone were to ask you who 
youare, you could rightly say: 
"Tam the Beloved of God.” And 
you wouldn't be wrong. 
That is the fundamental fact of 
our being." 


"Loveisa paradox: 

He who gives, receives." 

And! “A Saint is one who keeps 
trying!” 


BASIC INSTINCT 2 
mca яла 
200, 440,720, 1.00 LMF 


ICE AGE 2 
MMTRCB, oP 
11/40. 4:20, 2:90, 540, 7:50, 10:00 


ICE AGE 2 
MTRCS GP 
1205 215 425 635.045 


MIRCO R3 120.330 $40. 756 1000 


Come and enjoy big discounts on leading brands 
atthe SHANG SPRING SALE 
MARCH 31 TO APRIL 2, mall-wide 
Up to 70% off on selected items 
Per DTI-Permit Number A3-251 Series of 2005 


Cad 6337081, юе 371 or 689-2227 
Tor mors де 


found her niche. 


Special 


Wy, and choose numbers that 
showcase your voice and person- 
ality at their best. 

Realize that the competition is 
keen, so never take your survival 
for granted. Don't rely too smugly 
on the strength of your fan and 
voting base, 

Choose songs not just because 
you like them, but because 
they're good for you, so you can 
store heavily with the judges and 
viewers. 

If you do a popular song, make 
sure you interpret it differently 
from the star singer who original- 
ly made it famous—or else, you'll 
suffer in comparison to him or 
her. Be unique, and keep showing 
a different side to your talent. 


Hard work 

‘And remember, if you win, that 
won't be the end to your hard 
workin fact, you'll have to work 
even harder to make sure that 
your firstalbum is a hit! 

Come to think of it, these 
pointers aren't just for the 2006 
^I" finalists, but also for new 
singers who want to make it big 
anywhere. 

So, new talents, go for it—but 
heed these words of wisdom from 
“ATs” garrulous musical gurus. 


With “Kerygma TV" Rissa and ў 


Bo hope to reach out to more peo- 
ple. On Holy Thursday, “Kergyma 
TV" will air a one-hour tele-re- 
treat special, “Dakilang Pag-ibig," 


from 11 a.m. to 12 пооп on RPN- | 


9. 


The Mandy Navasero Summer , 


Photoworkshop will start on April 
8 and runs until May 27. A sepa- 
fate MN Batanes Photo Safari 
takes place from April 13 to 16, in 
cooperation with Fiesta Tours. 
Cali 899-1767 or 896-3208. 

Email mandynavasero@ya- 
hoo.com 


j walking in our midst these days, 


SINGSON. Perfect co-host to Bo 
Sanchez. 
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Journeys of Faith 
tours span the globe 


ARLINA ОМСІАОЅ JOUR- 
neys of Faith pilgrimage group. 
has a full schedule of tours 
lined up for 2006: It started ће 
year with a bang with "Follow- 
ing the Gospel Trail a pilgrim- 
age from Feb. 28 to March 20 
that took pilgrims to holy and 
historical sites in Jordan, 1s- 
rael, Turkey and Greece, with 
Msgr. Crispin Bernarte Jr. as 
pilgrimage chaplain. 


Pilgrimage 

Barely pausing to rest, Jour- 
neys of Faith next takes pilgrims 
to Jordan, Israel and Egypt from 
April 9 to 20. The “Holy Week in 
the Holy Land” pilgrimage cov- 
ers Amman and Petra in Jordan, 
Nazareth, Tiberias, Cana, Mt. 
Tabor, Haifa, Jaffa, Ein Karem, 
Bethlehem, Jerusalem and Tel 
Aviv im Israel, and Sinai and 
Cairo in Egypt, with Fr. Melchor. 
Balinggao and Fr Renato Jose 
Lopez, SSL. 

From April 20 to May 5, 
“Great Marian Journeys” takes 
pilgrims and devotees to Portu- 
gal (Lisbon, Santarem, Fati- 
ma), Spain (Pefiafrancia, Sala- 
manca, Avila, — Madrid, 
Zaragosa, Barcelona, Montser- 
rat), and France (Lourdes, La 
Salette, Ars, Paray Le Monial, 
Nevers, Paris)—a project of 
Human Life International Asia, 
with Fr. Rudy Horst, SVD. 

May 7 to 16, “Rediscovering 
Russia” travels — through 
Moscow, Novgorod, and St. Pe- 
tersburg, with optional trips to 
Medjugorje or Turkey with 
Bishop Raul Martinez, DD. 

Sept. 5 to 18, “Enthralling 


Eastern Europe” covers Poland 
(Czestochowa, Krakow, Wad- 
owice, Auschwitz, Wielieska), 
Czech Republic (Prague, Cesky 
Krumlov), Ausiria (Vienna) 
and Hungary (Budapest). 
Sept. 9 to 21, "Incredible India 
and the Himalayas” visits Nepal 
(Kathmandu), Tibet (Lhasa), 
and India ( Kashmir Delhi), with 
optional extension to the Taj Ma- 
hal in Agra, Khajuraho and 
Varanasi up to Sept. 27. 


Medieval world 

Oct. 16 to Nox. 1, "From the 
Ancient to the Medieval World” 
covers Turkey (Istanbul, Cap- | 
padocia, Konya, Pamukkale, Ku- 
sadasi, Izmir), Romania 
(Bucharest, Suceaua, 
Sighisoara, Brasou, Sinaia, 
Campina), with optional exten- 
sion to Greece (Athens, Kalam- 
baka, Meteora, Sounion), with 
Fr. Renato Jose Lopez, SSL. 

Oct. 29 to Nov. 6, "Greece 
and Turkey Cruise” sails 
through Italy (Venice, Bari), 
Greece (Katacolon, Olympia) 
Turkey (Izmir, Istanbul) and 
Croatia (Dubrovnik). 

Oct. 30 ко Nov. 10, *Follow- 
ing the Gospel Trail (A Holy 
land Pilgrimage Concert) cov- 
ers Jordan and Israel, with Fr. 
Renato Jose Lopez, SSL. 

Nov. 8 to 18, ‘Ancient Egypt” 

Cairo, Sinai, the Nile 
cruising from Luxor to Aswan, 
and Abuu Simbel). 

Call Arlina or Rona at (632) 
929-0144, 929-0155, (63) 917 
814-8127, telefax (632) 426- 
7295, or email joinjour- 
neys/agmail.com. 


‘Edsa 1986’... 


the years to again move and in- 
spire us today. There are heroes 


From page A3-3 


1986 and earlier a cogency, vibran~ 
cy and renewed relevance that to- 
day's viewers can learn a lot from. 
For these and other reasons, we 
urge ABS-CBN to telecast “Edsa. 
1986: Mga Tinig ng Himagsikan” a. 
repeat telecast as soon as possible, so 
that many more viewers, especially. 
the youth, can benefit from its recol- 
lections, reminders and insights. 


and many of them—most of them 
otherwise "ordinary" people—are 
seen and quoted in “Edsa 1986." 


Renewed relevance 
The special employs other cre- 
ative means to give the events of 
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“DARING, RADICAL 
AND REMARKABLE.- 


“Spectacular 


FREEDOM! QA FOREVER! 


У, 


D 


thoughtful 
У for Vendetta 
is a terrific 
movie. It will 
challenge and 
trouble you the 
way a good 
piece of 
speculative 
fiction should” 


‘char on, пы MAGA 


“Two thumbs up!” 


aunt a noria 


NOW SHOWING 4 


TWOWORDSA GUY NEVER WANTS TO HEAR 


j 


ustfriends 


YOU'LL LAUGH FROM BEGINNING TO END. 


OPENS APRIL 13 


menses WEI 
“THE MOST AMAZING STORY OF 
r SURVIVAL, FRIENDSHIP, 
_ AND ADVENTURE EVER TOLD. 


INSPIRED BY A TRUE STORY 
= лави ЛАУТА 


ar nad А 
лава by usns Vista International thru Columbia Pictures 
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Documentaries come into their own 


By Nestor U. Torre lookatthoseproductionbeliesthat жа xtofPhuketinDecember2004, — lifestyle of a group of yogis on 


first impression, however. From Italy, “Tot ou Tard” inte- the banks of the river Ganges. 
DOCUMENTARIES ARENT GIV- It soon becomes clear that n grates African sounds with West- _ From South Korea, "Nine 


enthe importance they deserve by most TV “documentaries” are, in em music. Lives of Korean Cinema” traces 
our TV-fim people, and by the fact, merely hasty, narrow and From Singapore, “Moving the rise and fall—and rise— of 
viewers whose support is needed shallow coverages of news House” shows an extended fam- Korean movies, which are 
for their endeavorsto succeed. events, legal or criminal cases, ily forced toexhume theremains viewed as products of a turbu- 
Partofthislackofinterestand scandals, controversies, ete. of their parents and transfer lent social and political history. 
support must be due to the gen- ^ Assuch, they have limited in- i ENGINE УЗ chem to a columbarium: that ~ " 
erally escapist nature of much of | sights and impact, and thus don't V 2 Chronicles myst houses over 65,000 boxes. Passion for music 
our television and film fare. make full use of the power that b F iikestyte of yogis. From Turkey, “The Fifth Floor” Ргот Bosnia, "The Bridge That 
x A genuine documentaries have. is about а jobless theatrical group Survived” is the story of a bridge, 
Viewing options Some years ago, real documen- Their productions pale in com- festival in Sarajevo, initiated and that strives to remain together by the city of Mostar, long-lasting 
‘All the more reason, therefore, taries were being produced for parison to the documentaries be- nurtured during the last years of opening a restaurant. friendship and a passion for music. 
to go against this flaccid bent, the showing on TV After a while, how- ing produced in other countries. the brutal siege of ће city. From France, “Just for Kicks” From Palestine, “Out of 
better to situate our viewing op- ever, many of their gifted andcom- Some of them were on view at the P shows how lowly sneakers have Place" traces the dramatic life 
tions in the here and now. mitted makers pursued other in- recent intemational filmfest in Tsunami become objects of pop-cultural and times of Edward Said, a 
Initially, one would think that  terests, and were replaced by TV Bangkok: From Thailand, “Things That significance. Palestinian and eminent Arab in- 
there are many local documentary reporter-producers,someofwhom Ртот Bosnia comes “A Propos Move” chronicles the awesomely From India, “Naked in Ash- tellectual and advocate of coex- 
productions shown on TWA coset didquickieandshallowwork. de Sarajevo,” the story ofa jazz destructive tsunamithathitthere- es" chrohicles the mystifying istence and reconciliation 


Complex mix 
of emotions. 


Dingdong Dantes 
shines in 
‘Moments of Love’ 


By Ramon E. Bayron 


THE NEW FILM, “MOMENTS ОР LOVE,” 
should have a very positive effect on the ca- 
reer path of one of its lead stars, Dingdong 
Dantes: Dingdong is finally “reinvented” in 
this drama about a young man whose first en- 
counter with romantic love is challenged by 
Time itself. 

In this role, his performance has vastly im- 
proved, as he engages the audience in a com- 
plex mix of emotions that other actors would 
only ruin through overacting. 

In one of the film's most heartbreaking and 
difficult scenes, Dingdong shares the screen 
with the enduring Ms Gloria Romero, and ac- 
quits himself creditably, placing himself in the. 


league of Aga Muhlach and Piolo Pascual. 
TIME TO GET Pleasant surprise 
~ Dingdongs screaming teenage female 
Á fans, who should be young professionals by 
R | z now, are sure to be pleasantly surprised when 


they discover that he has gone beyond his 
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His entry into the "young dramatic star" list 
should come as welcome news even to pro- 
1 k с d ducers who have long been hampered by the 
- n original Inkjet Print Cartri E unavailability of either Aga and Piolo. 
eyes buy an orig HE је! m ge “Moments of Love" is Dingdong Dantes’ 
moment to shine! 


HP's superior reliability and manageobility allow you 


to experience life-like prints and more. This time, we're Seminar. . «ema 


giving away an HP Watch featured here FREE when indi MEE N 

B dus * Jenine Desiderio as Magdalene, Bodjie Pas- 

you get any selected original HP Inkjet Print Cartridge ‘tua as John the Baptist, Miguel Castro as An- 

from March 15 to May 15, 2006. gel and Juan dela Cruz, Allan Mirasol as Ju- 

das, with Roanne Mallari, Ces Aldaba, Albert 
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The science behind brilliant printing. April 11 in Pagsanjan, April 12, Sta. Ana, and 

April 13, San Juan. For more performances, call 

Lou at 0927 341-6203 or Bibsy Carballo at 721- 
0801. 


Movies on TV 
Оп HBO, April 1 at 9:15 a.m, “Biloxi 
amata | | Blues.” 11:40 p.m., “The First Wives Club.” 
On Cinemax, April 1 at 4:10 p.m., "Sleep 
less in Seattle." 
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By Rito P. Asilo 


"Rent" 

D: Chris Columbus 

5: Rosario Dawson, 
‘Taye Diggs, Adam Pascal 


CHRIS COLUMBUS' RETAINS 
most of “Rents” original 1996 
Broadway cast members (except 
Daphne RubinVega and Fredi 
Walker) for his feature-film adap- 
tation of Jonathan Larson's im- 
mensely popular Pulitzer and 
Tony-winning stage musical, 
which chronicles one year (from 
1989 to 1990) in the life of bo- 
hemians living in the East Village 
in New York. The productions 
hapless, steel-piped guys are 
bback—this time, immortalized on 
the big screen, and deservingly so: 

Nerdy filmmaker Mark (Antho- 
ny Rapp), the film's narrator, is sl 
pining for ex-girlfriend, Maureen 
(dina Menzel), who's now in an 
on-again, offagain relationship 
with Harvard-educated lesbian 
lawyer, Maureen (Traci Thoms). 

Marks roommate is Roger 
(Adam Pascal), a tormented, HIV- 
positive musician who fends off the 
advances of Mimi (Rosario Daw- 
son)—a drug junkie cum exotic 
dancer (who's also HIV-positive). 

Completing the flawed but 
feisty bunch are computer savvy 

“Tom Collins (Jesse L. Martin) and 
his drag queen lover, Angel (Wil- 
son Jermaine Heredia)—who are 
also both HIV-positive—and Ben- 
ny (Taye Diggs), a former friend 
of Mark and Roger, who marries 
for money, He is now the group's 
opportunistic landlord, who con- 
sistently torments them for their 
inability to pay the rent. 

Ten years after 
“Renes”  trailblazing 
success on the legit 
mate stage, its issues 
remain undeniably re- 
al and scathingly rele- 
vant: AIDS, drug ad- 
diction, sexual revolu- 
боп, urban poverty, 
love and fidelity etc. 

In sparklingly in- 


Tribute to 
comedians 


By Nestor U. Torre 


THIS APRIL FOOLS’ 
Day, let's pay tribute 
to our comedians, 
entertainers _ who 
gladly make idiots of 
themselves just to 
brighten our day. The 
best of the happy and 
hapless bunch in- 
clude: 


Billy Crystal 

Jon Stewart did OK 
as the latest Oscars 
host, but the best em- 
cee of the Academy 
Awards is still Billy 
Crystal. 

Who can forget his 
musical spoofs of 
celebrities, his grand- 
est of all grand en- 
trances on horseback, 
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spired moments, Columbus’ ver- 
sion still electrifies, and exudes 
the musical exuberance and topi- 
cal earnestness of Larson's life-af- 
firming message of “measuring 
lifein love.” 

But, on its way to the big screen, 
the musical has lost some of its im- 
mediacy and its impassioned abili 
ty to imbue viewers with its “no 
day but today” slogan—you can't 
shake the Malthusian feeling that 
something is amiss. 

‘A major flaw lies in the fact that 
most of the actors look more than a. 
decade too old for the characters 
theyre playing on the big screen. 

Ironically, its newcomer Daw- 
son (whos a breath of fresh 
air)—along with Martin, Heredia 
and Diggs—who impresses with 
her screen presence and fresh, un- 
stagey characterization. 

Menzel looks like a sex-crazed, 
rugged-out junkie more than 
Dawson Mimi. Thoms, for her 
part, just imt believable as a 
lawyei—and makes her effort look 
like an exercise in play-acting. 

Unfortunately, the protagonists’ 
sentiments—despite their being 
encapsulated in rousing, memo- 
rably affecting songs—have a dat- 
ed feel to them. 

A successful musical usually 
draws its audience to its core, en- 
sconced in its integrity and pas- 
sion, but “Rent,” the movie musi- 
cal, falls into ennui when the ac- 
tors aren't singing. 

Yes, you will enjoy Columbus’ 
earnest adaptation. But, passion 
and persuasive grit can't compen- 
sate for lack of plausibility. People 
can't look that old and still lan- 
guish in problems that readily be- 
Tong to confused, younger souls 


ma 
Sows 


who are still agonizing over the 
confounding forks in their respec- 
tive roads. 

Alas, 525,600 minutes of mak- 
ing mistakes don't—and 
shouldn't—last a lifetime. Soon 
thereafter, time and opportunity 
lapse for people who don't learn 
from them. 


“Ice Age: The Meltdown” 
arlos Saldanha 
Ray Romano, Denis Leary, 
John Leguizano, Seann William 
Scott, Queen Latifah, Jay Leno 


toothed tiger (Denis Leary), Man- 
ny the mammoth (Ray Romano), 
Sid, the sloth (John Leguizamo), 
and Scrat (Chris Wedge), the hap- 
less prehistoric squirrel/rat, along 
with Ellie (Queen Latifah)—a fe- 
male mammoth who thinks she's a 
possum—and her "siblings," Crash 
(Seann William Scott) and Eddie 
Gosh Peck)—have to move to the 
other end of the valley before the 


their valley breaks. 
Their arduous journey to the oth- 


lifetime: It enables them to face 
their fears, accept one anothers 
weaknesses, and rely on each oth- 
ers strengths to stand up to the nev- 
erending challenges that continual- 
ly threaten to sever their intimate 
ties. 

Indeed, this unlikely group has 
proven that there's strength in di- 
versity. But, are loyalty and frater- 
nity enough to save them from the 
wrath of Mother Nature? 


Although not as endearing nor 
as fetching as the original, Carlos 
Saldanha's animated feature is a 
timely, cautionary allegory that 
tackles global warming and, on a 
more intimate level, the impor- 
tance of family and the indispens- 
ability of accepting one's tue na- 
ше. 

Ii the movie, the Ice Age is 
Over—end Diego, the saber- 
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SATURDAYSpecial 
| Nothing new in posthumous album 


THENOTORIOUS 
B.LG. Fame and 
notoriety even after 
death, 


march 31, april 1 & 2 
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More Tate of the New Millenium 
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ГИ ByNoelani Torre. 


THE NOTORIOUS B|LG. HAS BEEN DEAD 
for almost 10 years nbw, but he's still releas- 
ing records. Not as often as Tupac Shakur, but 
ies interesting to note that three of Biggie's 
four albums have been posthumous releases. 
It’s a bit grave-robber-ish, but certainly not 
unexpected. Dead or alive, the Notorious 
B.LG. has been one of rap's biggest names, 
and his legacy is such that you'd expect more 
than a few people to want to capitalize on it. 


Debut 

His debut album, “Ready to Die,” took the 
charts by storm back in 1994, catapulting the 
22-year-old Brooklyn street thug to instant 
fame and notoriety. The album went No. 1 
and sold more than four million copies, re- 
sulting in Biggie's being dubbed as the “savior 
of East Coast rap.” 

During that same year, however, the star of 
West coast rap, Tupac Shakur, was robbed and 
shot while in New York. He survived the at- 
tack, and accused 
Sean “Puffy” Combs 
(who now calls him- 
self Diddy) and Big- 
gie of orchestrating 
the assault. They de- 
nied the charge, but 
the incident sparked 
the East Coast-West 
Coast war which cul- 
minated in a real-life 
tragedy: 

In 1996, Tupac 
was killed in a drive- 
by shooting, and six 
months later, Notori- 
ous BLG. was also 
gunned down. Both 
murders remain un- 
solved to this day. 

"Weeks after his 
death, B.LG/s second. 
and last official al- 
bum, “Life After 
Death" was re- 
leased, and it debut- 
ed at No. 1. In 1999, 
"Born Again, which 
contained ' unused 
material and loads of. 
guest stars, hit the 
record stores. Now 
comes another such 
record, "Duets: The 
Final Chapter" which 
was released late last 
year. 


Vault 

Unlike Вот 
Again," much of the 
material in the album 
is more reused than 
unused. — Biggies 
vault, it appears, isn't 
as well-stocked as Tu- 
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рае. Still, there isn’t 
а hip-hop star who 
wouldn't want to be 
associated with his 
name, and thus you'll 
find quite a few 
treats in this album. 

The list of collabo- 
rators in “Duets,” in 
fact, reads like a 
Who's Who of rap 
and hiphop Em- 
inem, Diddy, Jay-Z, 
Snoop Dogg, Lu- 
dacris, Nelly, Mary J. 
Blige, Nas, R. Kelly, 
Missy Elliott, Bone 
Thugs N Harmony, 
Scarface and Biggie's 
widow, Faith Evans. 

The dead—aside 
from the big man 
himself, that is—also 
make an appearance: 
Tupac and Bob Mar- 
ley And, at the end of 
the disc, Korn sud- 
denly comes in from 
out of nowhere! 


Presence 

Despite—or be- 
cause of—the pres- 
ence of all these hip- 
hop heavies, Biggie 
himself is mot pre- 
sent. Oh, he's there 
all ‘right, but he 
doesn't sound there 
there. What registers. 
is more of an absence. 
than a presence, par- 
ticularly in racks like 
“It Has Been Said." 

Eminem unsur- 
prisingly dominates, 
with Biggie con- 
tributing _ nothing 
more than a couple 
of “uh-huhs” and “ah- 
hahs" here and there, 

If youre unfamil- 
iar with BG's 
work, this hodge- 
podge of a record 
won't be the best in- 
troduction. And if 
you're a fan, you 
won't find much of 
anything in it that 
you haven't heard be- 
fore. З 
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and his ackack, ad-lib zingers when 
viewers were starting to yawn? 

Ла his TV and film starrers, Billy 
similarly scores with his deadpan hu- 
mor, perfect for the mod, urban come- 
dies he's best at. For proof positive, 
take a look at “Analyze This,” where 
he traded caustic barbs with Robert 
de Niro. 

More recently, Billy has triumphed 
in a new field—the stage—with his 
hit one-man show that's based on his 
‘own tumultuous life and complex re- 
lationship with his father, 


Reese Witherspoon 

On the distaff side, let's hear it for 
Reese Witherspoon, who scored a 
comic hit with her “Legally Blonde” 
starrers, before she won her best ac- 
tress Oscar for “Walk the Line.” 

Reese disarms viewers with her 
willingness—eagerness, — even—to 
play bimbos with marshmallow 
minds and hearts full of fluff and 
stuff, However, her savvy perfor- 
mances make it clear that a great deal 
of intelligence and insight goes into 
the effective crafting of such “silly” 
portrayals, 


Other star comics 

Meanwhile, it's interesting to note 
that such formerly out-and-out 
comics like Tom Hanks, Robin 
Williams, Steve Martin and Jim Car- 
rey have gone "serious" on us. 

Some of their gambits for awards 
glory have been successful, but we 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


CARREY, It’s harder to make 
people laugh than to shed a noble. 
tear. 


trust that they won't forget that it’s 
harder to make people laugh than to 
shed a noble tear. 

‘Thankfully, comediennes feel 
less need to assert their claims to 
solemn-faced stardom, so we con- 
tinue to occasionally enjoy the zany 
performances of Bette Midler, 
Goldie Hawn, Diane Keaton, Geena 
Davis, Ellen DeGeneres, Kirstie Al- 
ley, Sondra Bernhard, and Sandra 
Bullock—not to mention the inad- 
vertent comedy of Paris Hilton, and 
even the otherwise venerable Meryl. 
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.. SATURDAYSpecial.. 
Tribute to comedians 


WITHERSPOON. A great deal of 
intelligence goes into her "silly" 
portrayals, 


Streep, when she’s in the mood to 
madly kick up her heels! 


‘SNL’ graduates 

While we're at it, let's toast "Satur- 
day Night Live” and its 25-year record 
of developing so many stellar comics, 
including its latest major find, Steve 
Carell. 

More than any comedy school, 
“SNE has kept our screens delightful- 
ly supplied with exceptional new 
comics who make April Fools’ Day a 
date truly worth celebrating! 


SMITH. From matchmaker to thief. 


Will Smith plays 
charming thief 


in new film 


LOS ANGELES—Will Smith has stolen a role 
as a charming thi 
man blackmailed into committing crime for 
his country. 


TV series" 

Smith, 37, who won an Academy Award 
nomination for his leading role in 2001's box- 
ing drama, "Ali," will take the lead role in a 
feature film adaptation of a four-decade-old 
US television series, “It Takes a Thief,” Daily 


in a new movie about a 


‘Variety said. 
‘The movie, based on the series that ran 
from 1968 to 1970 and starred Robert 
маша 
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TOWN CENTER AND MARKET! MARKET! CINEMAS 


PLUS! 

JOIN THE FESTIVITIES AND ENJOY EXCITING PRIZES 
ONLY AYALA MALLS CINEMAS CAN GIVE. 

SIMPLY PRESENT TWO (2) MOVIE TICKETS OF ICE AGE 


? OR А TIMEZONE STUB GIVEN FOR EVERY P200 NEW 
LOAD /RE-LOAD. PREMIUM ITEMS CAN BE REDEEMED 


WHERE THE PURCHASE WAS MADE. "" 
wl 
а 


Sexy Women, High Aventure & Non-Stop Action. A $GOM Giant Production trom LUG ud & 20th Century Fox 


а ОАМ-11РМ 


PER ОТЬМСЯ PERMIT NO. A3-0278 SERIES OF 2000 


; NIGHT SHOPPING FUN AT ARANETA CENTER! 


STORE HOURS * OVER 50 WORLD-CLASS RESTAURANTS & 
OPEN UNTIL * BIG SHOWS AT THE BIG DOME: 
“SHARON СОМЕТА ON MARCH 31, BPM / REX SMITH ON APRIL 1, 8PM 
PARKING IS NEVER A PROBLEM WITH OVER 5,000 PARKING: 
SPACES 


Gat -elilay A MALL ChamersPiaza 


5 b ive Station SHOU мз @ 


' Soretehing To 
4 Mew Heights! 


ДАТИ 


| Will 


Smith... 


From page A4-3 


‘Wagner, will tell the 
story of a rogue who 
was blackmailed by 
his country into 


|| working for the Cen- 
|| wal Intelligence 


gency. 

Universal Studios 
has been mulling 
over the movie for 
nearly 10 years, af 
ter originally mark- 
ing it as a starring 
vehicle for Michael 
Douglas. 

Smith has also 
starred in such hits 
as the "Men in 


"| Black" films, “Inde- 


pendence Day,” and 
last years comedy, 
“Hitch.” AFP 


SZ UNIS 


RONE SHO 


19 


MTRCB| 


SATURDAY, APRIL 1,2006 


MAGBAYAD NG 
TAMANG BUWIS 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Editor Raul O. Marcelo e 
Test us your feedback: inquirer biz name/agelcity/message to 2207 (Globe) or283 (Smart) E-mail: pr. usinessGinquirercom.ph 


Donors tell RP: Curb corruption, spend more 


MARCH 
PESO-DOLLAR RATE 
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Азоб pam, March 31, 200 


STOCK MARKET 


ECPEEPERXEEXÍ 
(See svock market reporton Page B2) 
Shares close higher 


SHARE PRICES CLOSED 0.7 PERCENT HIGH- 
er yesterday, snapping a 4-day losing streak 
on late window-dressing for the end of the 
first quarter, dealers said. 

“The Philippine Stock Exchange composite 
index rose 15.31 points to 2,195.95, its high 
for the day. It touched a low of 2,178.75. 
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‘Timing-inteligant (WV) gasoline 
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TOYOTA FINANCIAL SERVICES 858-8500 


TOYOTA DEALER NETWORK: TOYOTA ALABANG. INC., 800-0801 to 32 / 802-1991 TOYOTA BACOLOD CITY, (094) 444-1811 И 
364-1547 10 60 / 364-4071 10 75 TOYOTA BALINTAWAK-NORTH, 8: 
TOYOTA CABANATUAN CITY, INC., (044) 463-8461 to 67 TOYOTA 


INQUIRER MONITOR: 


| figures mat maner in our naton's 
Working Filipinas 


" Gov't must ensure economic 
benefits reach more people 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


TAGAYTAY CITY—THE INTERNATIONAL DONOR COMMUNITY 
yesterday urged the' government to plug expenditure leakages 
caused by corruption and free up more funds for vital infrastruc- 
ture and social spending. 


Women comprised 38 percent of the country's total labor force of 35.2 
Wilton and majority afthe 12:4 millon employed women are between 25- 
луда old. " 


| 2.0 million 
38-4 yrs old 


2.2 million 
45224 yrs old 


At the close of the 27th annual meeting 
with the country's official development assis- 
tance (ODA) partners, multilateral and bilat- 
eral donors from 18 countries proposed spe- 
cificmeasures to allow a bigger number of Fil- 
ipinos to benefit from progress made on the 
fiscal front. 


Government economic managers led by Fi- 
nance Secretary Margarito Teves and Trade 
Secretary Peter Favila, in a briefing after the 
Philippine Development Forum here, said ini- 
tiatives had been rolled out to address the con- 
cerns raised by the country's ODA partners. 
DONORS/B2 
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Foreign debt burden down to $54.2B іп end-2005 


"Tho highly. 
produced by increasing tho 


Stronger cross member joints 
make for a comfortabia rida and 


‘THE COUNTRY’S FOREIGN DEBT LOAD 
registered with the Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas, mostly consisting of public sec- 
tor borrowings, stood at $54.2 billion in 
еп4-2005, equivalent to about half of 
the country’s total economic output. 
‘The external debt burden was down 
by 12 percent from the $54.8 billion a 
year ago and by 2.3 percent from the 
$55.5 billion a quarter ago or in end- 
September 2005, BSP Governor Aman- 


free катат 


S3 | TSP Platform 


преда И 


Tigid frame was 


Tear suspension. 


TOYOTA COMMONWEALTH. 952-1021 to 27 TOYOTA CUBAD. INC., 911-0681 fo 63 TOYOTA DAGUPAN CIT 
082) 294-2994 7 (082) 234-8640 TOYOTA ILOILO CITY, ING., (033) 320-6115 lo 19 TOYOTA MAKATI, IN 


TOYOTA OTIS, INC. 564-1611 1020 TOYOTA PASONG TAMO, ING., 693-8084 TOYOTA QUEZON AVENUE, INC. 


‘Bult for the roads of the word and shared 
by al МУ model, Ino Toyota Outstanding 3 
Performance (TOP) Platform is a tough 
ensemble of the highly rigid trama, 
Independent front suspension and а 4-и $ 


27-7216 1 17.1207 39 7927-7242 1 44 1 48 1,52 
CAGAYAN DE ORO, INC.. (08822) 735-770 / 791 / B46 / (088) 858-9994 I ( 
075) §17-2026 to 28 / (075) 5220 


do Tetangco Jr. reported yesterday. 

The decline in the Philippine debt 
stock on a quarter-on-quarter basis re- 
sulted from some $832 million in net 
repayments made and $711 million in 
foreign exchange revaluation adjust- 
ment on non-US dollar denominated 
obligations, particularly those in 
Japanese yen, which depreciated 
against the greenback. 

But the slowdown was tempered by a 


$252-million increase in offshore Philip- 
pine debt paper bought by foreign in- 
vvestors from local residents. When the 
government or some private companies 
issue offshore bonds, the portion bought 
by local investors is excluded from the 
foreign debt stock computation. 

The foreign debt figure approved 
and registered by the BSP excluded off- 
shore borrowings by non-bank private. 
sector entities—which are free to con- 


tract external debts for as long as they 
do not source foreign currency from the 
banking system in servicing those 
debis. 

The country’s external debt ratio, or 
total outstanding debts as a percentage 
of gross national product, was estimat- 
ed at 51.5 percent at end-2005, shrink- 
ing by 8 percentage points from the 
59.5 percent ratio a year ago. 
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А dependable, lasting relationship. That's something you can have with the Innova. 


1 


lo 13 TOYOTA BAGUIO CITY, (074) 447-0851 / (074) 300-3273 to 74 / (074) 
1927-7287 1 62 1 65 1 927-7268 1 09 TOYOTA BATANGAS CITY, INC. 


TOYOTA SHAW, 


Thanks to Its Toyota Outstanding Performance (TOP) Platform. 
таке it to tho roughest, toughest road imaginable. 
‘The Innova's highly rigid frame із опе tough structure that can withstand any kind of terrain. 


Add to that, the front suspension's double wishbone, coll spring and stabilizer, 
and the 4-link, coll spring, rear suspension and you get one sturdy yet very comfortable 
vehicle to serve your needs for a very long time. One that was buill for the roads of the world. 


Ф TOYOTA 


(032) 25%: 

14046] 850-2920 TOYOTA DAVAO CITY, IN 

TOYOTA MARIKINA SERVICE STATION. 682-9701 to 03 
INC., 692-4132 / 832-8420 / 534-3009 (4х). 
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900-4128 / 3805 / (074) 442-8778 TOYOTA BALINTAWAK, INC.. 366-8901 lo 06 1 
1043) 729-7386 1 (043) 723-76: 
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12-4001 o 06 TOYOTA SAN FERNANDO, (045) 961 
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1 TOYOTA CEBU-MANDAUE, (032) 345-8670 
2) 234-0098 | 


TOYOTA SHAW-ORTIGAS, 671-9854 0 64 571-0460, 
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By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE GOVERNMENT PLANS TO 
retire up to $774 million worth of 
remaining Brady bonds—which 
date back to the country's painful 
debt crisis years—by issuing new 
global bonds in exchange for out- 
standing 1005 as soon as possi- 
ble. 

“The Brady bonds were named 
after Nicholas Brady, the Treasury 
chief of the United States during 
the term of President Ronald Rea- 
gan. Brady proposed the issuance 
of bonds to help heavily indebted 
cpuntries like the Philippines re- 
structure their commercial debts 
iñ the 19805. 
^r The Philippines has outstand- 
ig Brady bonds maturing up to 
2017 and 2018, but there are 
shorter tenors maturing as early 
82007 and 2008. 

= Government officials yester- 

y said that the proposed 
sfobal bond exchange program 
was submitted for approval to 
the Bangko Sentral ng Pilip- 
imas policy-making Monetary 
Board. 

One official said that the na- 
tonal government would like to 
redeem the outstanding Brady 
binds in full, hoping to cut on in- 
terest expenses by retiring the ex- 
pensive debts. 

> Another official said that the 
government could choose to re- 
tire everything, or just part of the 
remaining issuance, 

The first time the government 
did a Brady bond swap was in 
1996, or prior to the Asian cur- 
rency turmoil, when it retired 
about $680 million worth of out- 
standing Brady bonds. 

Other bond exchanges for the 
same securities were done in 
1999 and in 1994. 

‘The government plans to em- 
bark on this fresh bond swap in- 
volving foreign currency denomi- 
mated bonds or ROPs to boost 
trading liquidity of benchmark 
securities, riding on the success of 
a similar initiative on local is- 
suances. 

Tt earlier bought back P111 bil- 
Jon worth of peso-denominated 
government securities with new 
{instruments concentrated іл 
threes, five- and seven-year matu- 
tities. 

{The governments bond ex- 
change program aims to retire se- 
Gurities which are not actively 
aded in the secondary market 
and replace them with securities 
df tenor most demanded by the 
market 
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BUSINESS... 


Gov't plans $774-M bond swap 


New securities to be issued in exchange for Reagan-era Brady bonds 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


A NEW PHILIPPINE STOCK EX- 
change index will take effect on 
April 3, based on the PSE’s new 
criteria using a listed firm's 
available shares to the public. 

As an offshoot of a review of 
the РЗЕЗ 238 listed firms, 
property firm Empire East Land 
Holdings Inc., and Manila Min- 
ing Corp. were included in the 
mew index, bumping off ce- 
ment firm Holcim Philippines 
Inc, and Pilipino Telephone 
Corp. 

‘Atotal of 30 companies were 
chosen to comprise the new in- 
dex to be dubbed PSEi. 

‘The listed firms passed the 
PSE’s review which tested them 
against new set of criteria. 

These are Holding fim 


THERE will be changes on the trading flo 


Aboitiz Equity Ventures Inc. tele- 
vision network ABS-CBN Broad- 
casting Corp., conglomerate Ay- 
ala Corp. and property arm Ayala 
land Inc, 

Sy-controlled Banco de Oro 
Universal Bank, second largest 
Bank of the Philippine Islands, 
property developer Belle Corp., 
holding firm Benpres Holdings 
Corp. 

Fixed and mobile phone car- 
rier Digital Telecommunic 
tions Phils. Inc., construction gi- 
ant DMCI Holdings.nc., real- 
estate firm Empire East Land 
Holdings Inc., third largest Eq- 
uitable PCI Bank Inc., 

Property developer Filinvest 
Land Inc., power and tollroads 
firm First Philippine Holdings 
Corp. mobile phone network 
Globe Telecom Inc., port opera- 


or as the PSE adopts a new index to be called PSEi. 


PSE to change index composition 


tor International Container Ter- 
minal, fast food giant Jollibee 
Foods Corp., gold explorer Lep- 
anto Consolidated Mining Com- 
pany, 

Power distributor Manila 
Electric Company, Manila 
Mining Corp. utility firm 
Manila Water Company Inc., 
holding firm —Megaworld 
Corp., diversified company 
Metro Pacific Corp., largest 
bank Metropolitan Bank & 
‘Trust Company, 

Oil firm Petron Corp., Philex 
Mining Corporation, dominant 
telephone firm Philippine Long 
Distance Telephone Co., food 
and beverage giant San Miguel 
Corporation, holding company 
SM Investments Corp. and 
mall operator SM Prime Hold- 
ings Inc. 


PBCom gets 


THE SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE 
Commission (SEC) yesterday Philip- 
pine Bank of Communications pro- 
posal to raise its capital to P17.5 bil- 
lion. 

According to documents it 
filed with the SEC, PBCom was 
given the greenlight to increase 
its authorized capital —consisting 
of common and preferred 
shares—by P3 billion from Р14.5 
billion. 


SEC nod to hike capital 


Also, the bank's subscribed and 
paid-up capital will be increased 
to P8.26 billion from P5.26 bil- 
lion. 

‘The banks influential Chinese 
owners will subscribe to the P3 
billion increase, led by Interna- 
tional Copra Export Corp. (P1.2 
billion) of the Luy family, Teleng- 
tan Brothers & Sons Inc. of the 
Chung family (P685.6 million), 
la Suerte Workers Cooperative 


RP China groups seal agri deals worth P5B 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


A CHINESE CONSORTIUM AND 
six local government units have 
signed agricultural contracts 
worth P5 billion. 

The consortium is led by the 
Fuhua Group, represented by its 
CEO Liu Ye, and local firm SL 
Agritech Corp. The Chinese 
signed the agreements with the. 
representatives of the local gov- 
emments of Camarines Sur 
lanao del Norte, Isabela, Min- 
doro Occidental, Tarlac and Nue- 
va Ecija, 

‘The contracts essentially called 
for the planting of crops on 1.3 
million hectares of idle public 
lands in the provinces. 

Hybrid com and hybrid 
sorghum will be planted on idle 
lands, and are expected to yield 
4.2 million metric tons a year. 

SL Agritech Corp. president 
Henry Lim Bon Liong said that 
the deals presented an opportuni- 
ty for the Philippines. 


He explained that in China, in- 
ustrialization has been eating 
up its agricultural lands, and now 
itis trying to build food baskets in 
neighboring nations, 

Lim said that investments from 
China would pour in “over the 
next 10 to 15 years.” 

"Initial com and sorghum 
production experts, as well as an- 
imal processing and agriculture 
technology experts, will be work- 
ing with local personnel to start 
up the project," Lim said. 

He said that there is also a pro- 
posed agro-industrial processing 
center to be put up in one of the 
six participating local govern- 
ments, 

A feed mill, with a 200,000 
metric ton capacity for hog, 
chicken and cattle feeds, will be 
established in the center, as well 
as a brewery, a food factory and a 
com processing plant. 

Under the deal, “the group also 
intends to put up an animal prod- 
uct processing plant,” and raise 


100,000 heads of adult cattle. 

“A slaughterhouse will also be 
put up to produce high quality 
and mid-range beef, cattle bone 
and skin,” the proposal said. 

Also, to maximize the use of 
animal by-products, a biological 
medicine producing garden will 
be set up to produce 1,690 MT of 
medicine and high-end biological 
products, according to the project 
proposal. 

‘The Department of Agriculture 
said it was optimistic that the pro- 
ject would substantially increase 
local corn production by 18.2 
million metric tons and end the 
country’s dependence on corn 
imports. 

‘The consortium of Filipino-Chi- 
mese businessmen recently pre- 
sented the project framework to 
Agriculture Secretary Domingo 
Panganiban, Presidential Adviser 
on Jobs Creation Arthur Yap, 
‘Trade and Industry Secretary Pe- 
ter Favila and Environment Un- 
dersecretary Demetrio Ignacio. 


Donors tell RP: Curb corruption. 


From page BI 

"With our pump-priming mea- 
sures, we spend early when the 
weather is helpful to improve 
shipport services and bring about 
increased production. The more 
output we have and the better 
ur distribution facilities, we'll be 
bringing food on the Filipinos’) 
table," Teves said. 

“This also creates job opportu- 
nities, like when we put up farm- 
to-market roads, we employ peo- 
ple,” he said. 

‘Teves, who chaired the PDR 
admitted that the Philippines was 
logging its Asean neighbors as far 
as infrastructure spending was 
concerned, devoting only 2 per- 
cent of its gross domestic product 
оп capital outlays versus the 5- 
percent regional average, 


WB country director and PDF 
cochair Joachim von Amsberg 
said that if there was a single 
message from the meetings this 
year, it would be the need for 
more equitable tax collection for 
more and better public services. 

"The objective of improved tax 
collection is to set in motion anoth- 
er virtuous cycle of improved pub- 
lic finances, better public services 
and growth and more rapid social. 
progress and poverty reduction as 
a result," von Amsberg said. 

He said the three most urgent 
challenges for the government 
‘would be to improve the efficien- 
cy of public expenditures and get 
more services out of each peso of 
tax collected, prioritize infras- 
tructure spending and draw more 
private sector participation and 


improve social services such as 
those benefiting the health and 
education sectors. 

Amsberg said the forum wel- 
comed the government's efforts 
over the past year to develop an 
overall National Anti Corruption. 
Plan of Action. 

"The forum welcomed govern- 
ment efforts to strengthen the bud- 
get process itself. Delays in budget 
approvals severely undermine pub- 
lie confidence and effective use of 
budget resources, The proposed fis- 
cal responsibilty bil could help ad- 
dress this problem,” Amsberg said. 

Unlike last year when many 
multilateral and bilateral lenders 
were still hesitant to commit more 
funds, Amberg said the interna- 
tional donor community had taken 
a more optimistic view this year. 


Fund (P176.4 million) and bank 
vice chair Ralph Nubla Jr. (P938 
million). 

In March 2004, the banks 
three major owners infused fresh 
capital of P3 billion into the bank 
to boost its capital base to P9 bil- 
lion. 

‘As of 2004, the Luy Group held 
37 percent, the Nubla Group 28 
percent, and the Chung Group 27 
percent. Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


Foreign ... 


From page Bl 


“This positive development in- 
dicates an enhanced capacity of 
the country to pay maturing for- 
eign obligations on a sustained 
basis,” Tetangco said. 

He added that the country’s 
debt service ratio, or the percent- 
age of total principal and interest 
payments to total exports of 
goods and receipts from services 
and income, improved to 13.3 
percent from 13.8 percent a year 
ago. 

*Remaining well below the 20- 
percent international bench- 
mark, the ratio indicated that the 
country has sufficient foreign ex- 
change earnings to service cur- 
rent maturities of its foreign obli- 
gations," Tetangco said. 

But debt servicing requirement 
by the government alone is the 
biggest expenditure item ac- 
counting for about a third of the 
budget. 

‘The government has vowed to 
intensify revenue collection ef- 
forts to achieve its gross domestic. 
product growth target of at least 
5.5 percent this year while keep- 
ing the budget deficit within the 
target of P125 billion or 2.1 per- 
centofGDP Doris C. Dumlao 


Shares ... 


From page Bt 
Volume reached 2.26 billion 
shares worth P3.49 billion. The 
broader all-shares index ad- 
vanced 5.91 points to 1,071.01. 

Gainers outnumbered losers 
58 to 29, while 50 stocks ended 
unchanged. 

“Fund managers rushed to 
boost their portfolios that will be 
presented to clients at the end of 
the quarter,” said James Lago of 
Westlink Global Equities Inc. 

"Today's rise was primarily be- 
cause of quarter-end window- 
dressing,” he said, AFP 
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136.0824 
13.8743 
31.5885 
0.0056 
13206 
13.9643 
824228 
368642 
233906 
8.3659 
4.1540 
138981 
46908 
312817 
T8902 
08561 
82119 
0.0526 
6.6407 
09879 
1.5750 
00230 
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By Ronnel W. Domingo 


ADVOCATES FOR FAIR TRADE 
yesterday urged the government to 
‘come up with a dearer policy direc- 
tion on trade as the World Trade Or- 
ganization plods on with the latest 
round of negotiations in Geneva. 

The Fair Trade Alliance said ne- 
gotiators should take a stronger 
stance on keeping as much “policy 
space” as possible regarding tariff 
cuts under talks on non-agricultur- 
al market access (Nama). 

‘Mario Jose Sereno, who repre- 
sents the industrial sector in FTA, 


EMERGING TREND 


the average commitment under the 
previous round of talks," he added. 
In a prepared statement, FTA 
said the government should push 
fora high coefficient or number that. 
would determine how much tarifs 
should be cut based on the so-called 
Swiss formula of computation. 
"This remains the only element. 
open for the Philippines to preserve 
its policy space or flexibility in the 
ongoing negotiations,” FTA said. 
‘The group stressed that such 
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BUSINESS ... 
Gov't urged to issue clearer poli 


flexibility was important for the 
country to promote certain 
strategic industries needed for 
long-term development. 
Shalimar Vitan, policy director 
for United Kingdom-based advoca- 
су group Oxfam, said all countries 
that successfully industrialized used 
tariff protection to develop their in- 
dustrial base, including the UK, 
United States, Germany and even 
the so-called East Asian Tigers. 
“ambitious and fast-track liber- 


More home-based call centers seen rising 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


MOST CALL CENTERS WILL EVOLVE OVER 
the next three years from present office-based 
establishments to “on-demand” networks. 

These will be based in different loca- 
tions—including homes—and can offer 
more services, according to an expert on 
global trends in the business process out- 
sourcing (BPO). 

Speaking to reporters, consulting firm Yan- 
kee Group's managing director Sheryl King- 
stone said an emerging trend in the BPO sec- 
tor was the use of so-called on-demand and 
hosted models. 

‘These will define the next generation in- 
frastructure for outsourced call center opera- 
tions. 

Kingstone visited Manila this week to dis- 
cuss industry trends in the information and 
technology sectors and the future of call cen- 
ters in the Philippines and India, 

‘On-demand or “software as service” (SaaS) 
is a software delivery model that allows com- 
panies of any size to build a contact center 
anywhere in the world without the large, up- 


front investments normally associated with 
putting up a call center business, 

Instead of focusing on the physical infras- 
tructure as in most call centers in the coun- 
try today, the on-demand delivery system 
allows any establishment to deliver cus- 
tomer relations management services using 
the software of a host company through the 
Internet. 

‘A relatively new model, SaaS allows a com- 
pany to reduce the maintenance, daily techni- 
cal operation and support of business and 
consumer software. 

According to Kingstone, corporations will 
be challenged to keep pace with technology. 
requirements and their associated costs. 

As such, outsourcers will require better 
technology. 

"Businesses will not choose an outsourcer 
with outdated technology," she said "So- 
phisticated business will demand sophisti- 
cated capabilities to meet customer require- 
ments" 

She said another industry trend is the in- 
creasing use of voice over Internet protocol 
(VoIP) in outsourcing. 


di NEECO П 


She predicted that call centers and BPO 
‘companies would begin to switch to VoIP in 
the near future to slash costs and offer more 
services. 

VoIP allows the transmission of digital 
voice data over the Internet. 

This allows users to make phone calls using 
broadband Internet connections instead of 
regular phone lines. 

Kingstone said on-demand delivery and 
VolP are two outsourcing models which have 
evolved to offer sophisticated services, and 
not just “butt-in-seat” services. 

One company that enables call centers 
and BPO firms to fully tap the features of 
VoIP and on-demand models is Five9 Inc., 
an international call center solutions 
provider that has chosen the Philippines as 
the site of its regional headquarters in 
Southeast Asia. 

Last year, Five9 introduced its virtual con- 
tact center product which allows small orga- 
nizations to start a call center with minimal 
capital. 

Tt is currently used by over 1,000 clients 
worldwide. 
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Negotiators seek cap on average tariff cuts for key products 


said in a press briefing that clarity 
was needed to guide negotiators 
for the country considering that 
they had no definite statement on 
figures they were pushing for. 
“They should seta cap on the av- 
erage tariff cuts for items that have 
already been committed for reduc- 
tion, say 25 percent," Sereno said. 
"They should also set a mini- 
mum for a new average tariff level 
that would result from the new 
agreements, such as 23.4 percent or 


alization of trade, especially of fish 
producs and industrial goods, 
‘would be disastrous for Filipinos 
and would surely be a recipe fori 
creased poverty" Vitan said. 

‘Oxfam supported the postion of 
11 developing economies who ar- 
gued that they should be allowed 
to implement less drastic tariff cuts 
‘compared to developed countries 
to protect their industries. 

The 11 include Argentina, 
Brazil, Egypt, India, Indonesia, 
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Namibia, South Africa, Tunisia} 
Venezuela and the Philippines. 
“We support this position as i 
isa good indicator that the devel- 
oping countries are pushing for, 
the principle of less than full rez 
ciprocity in the Doha Develop- 
ment Round," Vitan said. A 
“Government negotiators 
should uphold and push for spe- 
cial and differential treatment ii, 
thisround,"Vitan added. — 5 
She said the Philippines would 
likely get access to only 5 percent of 
total tariff lines in the non-agricl 
tural products including fisheries. `, 


The country’s most widely read and circulated 
newspaper in the country is in need of 


BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT SUPERVISORS 


(for DAVAO) 
to work for our provincial distributor partners 


QUALIFICATIONS: 


College graduates with background in business courses; 
Highly motivated; aggressive; hardworking; 
Must possess excellent oral and written communication skills 
in English, Filipino and local dialects; 
Must be a resident of Davao or nearby provinces 
Preferably male, willing to work on a graveyard shift and in a 
fast-paced, dynamic and flexible environment. 
SSales-related work experience is an advantage. 
‘Send your application letter and comprehensive resume to: 
‘THE HR MANAGEMENT SERVICES HEAD 
Philippine Daily Inquirer, Inc. 
Chino Roces Avenue (formerly Pasong Tamo) 
Corner Yague and Mascardo Streets, Makati City 
Ore-mail: stan@inquirer.com.oh 
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DUTY FREE PHILIPPINES 


INVITATION TO BID 


DUTY FREE PHILIPPINES, a division of the Philippine Tourism Authority 
is Inviting interested buyers to bid on the following unserviceable 
properties on an "AS 15 WHERE IS BASIS” 


‘ONE (1) LOTUNSERVICEABLE OFFICE/STORE 
FURNITURE, FIXTURES AND EQUIPMENT 

All interested parties may secure the bidding guidelines and bid form for 

A non-refundable fee of One Thousand Pesos (P1,000.00) from April 4 to 


8, 2006 from the Administrative Department, Ground Floor, EHA Building, 
Flestamall, Ninoy Aquino Avenue, Paranaque City 


Ema pasest@agteles com. 


The Nueva Ecija II Electric Cooperative, Inc. now invites’ Sealed Bids 
trom eligible bidders to bid assorted scrap (rn/etee) unserviceable electrical 
tequipmentidevices office equipment and unserviceable vehicles. 

"The Bidding Documents may be purchased from Nueva Ecj II Electric 
Cooperative, Ine. (NEECO Il) Maln Office, Calipahan, Talavera, Nueva Боја, 
Phiippines, upon submission of a willen application to the above and upon 
Баутел of non-refundable fee of THREE THOUSAND PESOS ONLY 
{ 3,000.00) in cash beginning April 3, 2006. 

‘Sealed proposal wil be received by tha NEECO Il-Coinmittee on Disposal 
of Non Performing Assets at NEECO II Main Office on or before 2:00 p.m. 
May 4, 2008 at which time and place of said proposal wil be opened and 
Tad in the presence of Bidders or Bidder authorized representatwes who 
{choose to attend. Late submission wil not be accepted. 

Pre-bid Conference and Inspection of scrap materials wil be conducted 
at the МЕЕСО І Main Office at 2:00 p.m. on April 26, 2006. 

All bids submitted must be accompanied by a bid security of not less. 
than ten (10%) percent of the total bid price. 

The МЕЕСО lI hereby reserves the righ to reject any or all ids, to маме. 
апу Informaities therein and to accept such bid as may be considered 
advantageous to the cooperative. 


Submission of duly accomplished and sealed bid documents wil be until 
April 12, 2006 at 5:00 PM. A pre-bidding conference and site inspection 
for all qualified bidders will be announced later. 


Bidders wil be required to post a bid bond equivalent to ten percent (10%) of 
the foal be росе in tne form of Cash, Manager's Check or Cashler's Check 


Duty Free Philippines reserves the right to confiscate the bid bond should 
the winning bidder refused to accept his award. Further, DFP reserves the "| 
Tight to reject any or ali bids of any part thereof, waive any defect contained 
therein and accept an offer most advantageous to the government, 
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OPERATIVES from the Optical Media Board inspect the stacks of 
pirated audio and video discs found in а store in Lucena City, which they 
claimed was the biggest outlet of pirated discs in Southern Tagalog. 


OMB, CIDG raid 
outlet selling 
pirated software 


LUCENA CITY—COMBINED OPERATIVES 
from the Optical Media Board (OMB) and 
Criminal Investigation and Detection Group 
(CIDG) raided a suspected outlet of illegal au- 
dio and video discs and computer software |0- 
cated in the central part of the city and confis- 
cated more than 100 sacks of pirated materials, 

Sergio Valdez, OMB Enforcement Unit 


deputy chief, identified the outlet as Delgic 
bang Apps Бад и be Cnr QM o pres unir сй PDX Se 
aay ret Caan и Не Veget прити Pee Mora, san Pa, ga, Conde Om, and Do. Bes 


St. Ferdinand Cathedral. te ed ets oie AB sal be адоти ied bd opening, 

“Compared to other raided establish- i 
ments, this is one of the biggest outlets of pi- 
rated ‘materials in Southern Tagalog. It 
sources its pirated stocks of CDs, VCDs, 
DVDs and computer software from Manila. 
Sometimes, it gets them from foreign 
sources,” Valdez said. 

‘Armed with a search warrant from a re- 
gional trial court here, police headed by Supt. 
Ricardo Sto. Domingo Jr, CIDG Anti-Fraud 
and Commercial Crimes Division official, 
worked for about 20 minutes before they 
were able to open the steel lock of the estab- 
lishment. 

‘Once the iron folding door was opened, 
stacks of thousands of pirated audio, video 
discs and computer software greeted the raid- 
ing team that included local police team and. 
barangay officials. 

Valdez said the raid was part of the Philip- 
pine Anti-Piracy Team, which was set up to to 
promote awareness of intellectual property 
rights and curb piracy in the country. 

"The Philippines was on the priority watch 
list of countries that do not properly enforce 
intellectual property rights from 2001 to 
2006. 

The United States government recently re- 
moved the Philippines from the priority 
‘watch list and placed on the ordinary watch 
list in recognition of efforts to curb piracy in 
the country. Delfin T. Mallari Jr, PDI South- 
ern Luzon Bureau 
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REPUBLIKA NG PILIPINAS 
KAGAWARAN NG KATARUNGAN 
PANGASIWAAN SA PATALAAN NG LUPAIN 
(LAND REGISTRATION AUTHORITY) 
East Avenue cor. NIA Road 
Quezon City 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 

SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM 

East Avenue, Diiman, Quezon City 

Tel Nos. (632)920-6401(632)920-6446 
al: sssemail@info.com phy Web site пир: sss.gov.ph 
ation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 

PABX SYSTEMS FOR VARIOUS SSS BRANCHES 
supply, delivery, installation & customization of 
"five (5 sets of PABX System 


‘Te SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM тез арду he sum d P5 2000010 consisting пе 
tao: 


Construction of the Registry of Deeds Building 
'Of Guiguinto and Meycauayan, Bulacan 


TietandRegstalon Aubry (LRA) tough he Spec Alten Release Order (SARO) No. C 05 07888 dled Decambr 29,2005, 
ans to apply he foloweg amounts, оні 


tem 
Description 
‘Sets PABX System 
apenan set 


“Approved Buel for 
he Contact ABC). 
P 400000005 


Source of Fund 


Project Location Ре 


Lconse 


Contract 
Duration 


Approved 
Budget for 
the Contract 
(ABC) 

P 5500000700 


Wn "RE Bag Tor Copa 
Expendtres~PABK 
Sgen. 

‘ger Ope 
Expenses МА. 


Tenri лаанат 
Dor 


TOTAL | P 520000010 


Gem DEEST 
Guigunio, Bulacan, 
RD вид, 
Meycauayan 
Bulacan. 


Sia. Ria, Guguinie, | MedumW | 8 mos. 
Bulacan. 

Barno iba. 
Meycauayan, 
Bulacan 


Medion" | 8 mos. 


P 11000:00000 
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DA officials see growing market for RP potatoes 


peg: ret 


: Potato chips, ready-to-eat strips exported to US 7 Роми 7, 


ТА TRINIDAD, BENGUET—THE and low cost so we could compete were finding markets abroad. 
country’s potatoes are now being with imported potatoes,” he said. Data from the DAs Bureau of 
exported in the form of chips and Топу Cruzado ofthe Metro Mani: Agricultural Statistics showed that 
strips. abased GIJF Corp, a vegetable thecountry exported 23 metric tons 

"Agriculture officials said, how- supplier said the capital has more of white potatoes worth P3.73 mil- 
ger thatlocal production has yet than 10 food chains that needed at ion from July to December 2005. 7 
Jo account fora portion of the de- least 200 metric tons of potatoes, The potatoes, mostly brought 

: njand by food chains because cur- carrots and cabbage a month. to the United States, were mainly 

тепе potato varieties could note Не said, however, that local іп the form of ready-to-eat potato 

“processed into snacks, particular- potatoes paled in comparison chips strings and strips. 

“Ty French fries. ‘with the imported “Atlantic” vari- Вис from the same period last 

"Roy Imperial, a director of the ety preferred by food chains. year, the county imported 
high value cash crops program of He said the only way to compete 30,413 metric tons of potatoes 
the Department of Agriculture, with imported varieties was to de- worth P860 million. 

Said local and foreign food chains velop local planting materials that These imported potatoes: were 

in the country therefore contin- could match the requirements of packaged and labeled as “prepared 

цей to import potatoes for their food chains for processed potatoes. or preserved otherwise than by 

food preparations. ‘On the other hand, imperial, vinegar or acetic acid and frozen,” " 
“Or farmers must produce good who was guest during the recent indicating that they are for pro- NAP TIME. porter at the La Trinidad in La Tink 

“ind quality planting materials that Potato Festival at the Benguet State cessed products. Delmar Carifio, needed foal + Vegetable Trading Postin La Trinidad, Benguet takes 

aie hugh yielding, disease resistant University here, said local potatoes PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


amuch 
awaiting his turn to load potatoes on vegetable delivery trucks bound for Metro 
tvm 
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By Ronnel W. Domingo 


THE LATEST SURVEY OF JAPANESE FIRMS 
operating in Southeast Asia and India indicat- 
ed a spate of relocation with China-based 
manufacturers choosing to move to southern 
locations like the Philippines. 

According to the Japan External Trade Or- 
ganization, the country was trailing Vietnam 
as the most preferred area for relocation 
among Japanese manufacturers in China 
while others looked at Thailand and Malaysia. 

Jetro said the firms were moving about to 
realign their production network in the re- 
‘gion amid an increasing number of free trade 
and economic partnership agreements being 
concluded in East Asia. 

Such pacts include that between China and 
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations. Oth- 
ers in the pipeline are those between South Ko- 
rea and the Asean and bilateral pacts between 
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Japan and the Philippines as well as Thailand. 
"Twenty-six percent of respondents in Vi 
nam cited China as the country from which 

they transferred production operations. 

‘The survey also found that Japanese firms 
were mainly moving production bases from one 
‘Asean country to another—most'y to Indonesia, 
‘Malaysia, Thailand and Vietnam, in that order. 

Jetro said the survey was conducted last 
January and covered companies operating in 
Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singa- 
pore, Thailand, Vietnam and India. 

‘Questionnaires were sent to 1,865 firms 
but only 966 or about 52 percent returned 
valid answers. 

‘The poll showed that majority of respon- 
dents were not worried about risks associated 
with doing business in and with China, con- 
sidering the revaluation of the Chinese cur- 
rency and last year’s anti-Japan demonstra- 
tions in the mainland. 
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Japanese firms moving factories 
out of China to Asean, survey shows 
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FOR SALE 


MOSLER BANK VAULT DOOR 


WITH TINE DELAY 
MODEL: Stel 100 


2.0m x 1.10m 
2.0m x 0.95m 


Php 500,000.00 each. 
(Те no.: 6324010 loc 651 


IMMIGRATION AUSTRALIA 


ELPIDIO JNR. BAUTISTA 
Registered Migration Agent-MARN 0002606 


For FREE consultation call: 


PHILIPPINES AUSTRALIA 
BAUTISTA LAW OFFICE. IMMIGRATION CONSULTANT 
No. 1ML Elgon Sweet ° Uni 457-59 Staon SL 
Filvest,Q.C.1126 Fifield Cy, NSW 2165 
Phone: (612) 931-4046 Tell: (612) 9723-5537 
Tella: (83951-0100  E-mal: eptioj@tpg.com.au 
cbauista@ipg comau 
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Message of Thanks 


We, the family of the late 


· ROSARIO 


Would like to express our profound gratitude for 
your expression of love, sympathy and support 


during our time of bereavement. 


We find strength in knowing that she touched so many lives in 
her concern for others. She will continue to live in our hearts 
through the lives we lead as a testament to her legacy of love. 


GREGORIO QUIROLGICO 
SERAFICA, SR. 


Has joined his wife “Rizalina” and 
peacefully rest in the infinite warmth 
and embrace of our Lord on March 30, 2006 
at the age of 93. 


His loving children Gregorio Jr., Maria 
Cristina, Wilfredo, Rogelio, Zenaida, Archimedes 
& Imelda; Their spouses Cynthia, Florencio, Jose, 
Steve; His ever loving grandchildren & great 
grandchildren, relatives and friends request prayers 
for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at the Capilla de 1а 
Virgen, Santuario De San Antonio Parish, McKinley 
Rd., Forbes Park, Makati City. ‘ 


Interment will be on Sunday, April 2, 2006 at 
the Loyola Memorial Park, Marikina City after the 
9:00 a.m. Mass. 


UST MEDICINE & SURGERY 73 
Ateneo de Manila High School ‘59 
Passed away in the Grace of our Lord 
‘on March 30, 2006 at the age of 63. 
His loving wife Menchie; children Dr. Maribeth & Boy, 
Dr. Cecille & Endrik, Bobot & Tess, Maricar & Ricky; 
grandchildren Eicel, Lauren, Joy, Jolo, Izabel, Mika, Dudut, 
Joanna, Mark, Paolo & Luis, aunts, nephews, nieces, cousins 
and other relatives and friends request the pious readers to 
join them in prayers for his eternal happiness in heaven. 
His remains lie in state at the St. Peter Memorial Chapels, 
‘Quezon Avenue, Quezon City. Я 
Interment will be at the Himlayang Pilipino on а date to be r 
#2, announced later. 5 


Into Your hands, I commit my spirit, redeem те O Lord, 
‘The God of Salvation. PSALMS 31:5 


Atty. Lumen R, Policarpio 


October 24, 1916 — March 30, 2006 


Former Assistant Executive Secretary to Pres. Ramon Magsaysay 
Former President of Federacion Internationale De Abogadas (FIDA) 
Former President IBP, Manila Chapter 
Former Chairman of UNESCO (Philippines) 

Former Member, Board of Liquidators, Office of the President 
Former President, Woman Lawyers Association of the Philippines (WLAP) 
Distinguished Elderly, Cathedral of King, Sheridan St, Mandaluyong City. 


Parents: Simeon (t) & Modesta (t); Brothers and Sisters: Ricardo, Felizardo (t), Abelardo (t), Baby (t), 
Conde, Pepe (t) and Ruben; Adopted Children Former PLLO Sec. Jimmie су Sheila Policarpio, Renee é 
‘Beth Policarpio, Gina Policarpio, Sisters and Brother-in-Law, Nephews & Nieces, and Grandchildren, 

Relatives and Friends join in prayer for her eternal repose in heaven. 


er remains le at the Magallanes Church Memorial Chapel, Magallanes Village, 
‘South Super Hi-way (SLEX), Makati City. 


Interment will be on Wednesday, April 5, 2006 after 9:00 A.M. Mass at the 
‘Family Mausoleum at the Loyola Memorial Park, Marikina City. 


“Many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake. 


They shall live forever!" 
Dan 1222 


JOSE “PEPING” C. 
MACATANGAY 


of Batangas City 


was called home to his Maker 
on the 28th of March 2006 at the age of 85. 


His loving wife Cesaria (Charing) Soriano Macatangay, his children and their spouses 
Evelyn and Joey Wambangco, Wilma, Evangeline & Dondie Dy, Precioso and Ruby Roxas, 
Edgardo & Detty Dimacuha, Limneo (1) & Rory Gutierrez, Sammy & Clarissa Castillo, 
Marvin, Marlon, his grandchildren, great grandchildren, nieces, nephews, relatives & friends 
request the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul 


His remains lie in state at the San Fernando Funeral Homes, Kumintang Ibaba, Batangas 
City. 


Interment will be on Sunday, April 2, 2006 at the Eternal Gardens Memorial Park after 
the 1:00 p.m, Mass at the Basilica of Immaculate Conception Church, Batangas City. 


ret 
& Message of Thanks 
25 
His wife Flora, daughter Carmela, son in-law Nicky; 
grandchildren Max and Gabbie; sisters & brother 
Carmen, Romeo, Juliet; nephews and nieces, 
relatives and friends of the late 


DR. ALENDRY PLATA CAVILES, JR. 


who joined his Creator on February 21, 2006 


wish to convey their heartfelt gratitude to all those who 
paid their last respects, offered Masses and prayers, 
sent flowers, messages of sympathy and Novena Masses, 
donated to L.I.F.E. Foundation and who in various ways 
gave comfort to the family. 


A Holy Mass will be offered on the 40th day 
of Alen’s demise on April 1, 2006, Saturday at 5:00 p.m. 
at Santuario de San Antonio Parish Center, 
Forbes Park, Makati City (2nd Floor) 
~Bays 1 & 2. 


jon 


-AWS 
FR. ALFEO С. NUDAS, 5] 


1005 called home to the Lord on 
Friday, 31 March 2006- 


Wake Oratory of St. Ignatius at Loyola House of Studies, 
‘Ateneo de Manila University Campus, Loyola Heights, Q.C. 
‘Mass will be celebrated every evening at 800 P.M. 

21830 A.M. on Monday, 3 April 

in the Oratory of St. Ignatius, Loyola House. 


Funeral Mass 


of Studies. 
Sacred Heart Novitiate Cemetery, Novaliches, QC. 
immediately after the Funeral Mass к 


Interment 


PLEASE PRAY FOR THE REPOSE OF HIS SOUL. 


RRR 


For your Classified Ads 
requirements, call our 
, Classifieds Advertising Hotlin 
HEAD OFFICE: 897-8808 loc. 514,516; 899- 
4425, 891-2535, 891-8425 (Telefax) + 
CUBAO; 912-9008 to 11 (Aurora) • 
МАКАТ: 892-5578; 61-4361 81-4370 + 
KALAW: 528-0213; 527-3342 + 
MEGAMALL: 635-0219; 635-0220 


ARCH. ERWIN S. MANLAPAZ 
есеју joined his Creator 
m March 30, 
His bereaved wife Carmelita Manlapaz; 
Share Ira May & Ayn Wynn: 
son rinw Ami ner Gabby), 
eques prous readers to pray forie 492. 
Stern repose of his он 4^ 
His body lies in state at (U7 
Loyola Memorial Chapels, Sura 
Paranaque Gay. А 


Interment is on Sunday, 02 Apt 2008 


ATIONAL 
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More Classified Ads 
on pages B3, B5 & B2-3 


SATURDAY, APRIL 1, 2006 PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


E-mail ре science | 


Textus your feedback: inquirer hea ramelage/ciy message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


Erap endorses joint === 77 AA 


1. Key in the first three digits of 
your seven-digit phone number 
into the calculator. 


(Note: Do not key in the area Queena N. 
rep acemen sur ge 1 у apt e ron) Lee-Chua 
3. Add 1. 


tain the final 
4. Multiply by 250. — A(1,000,000) + B(100,000) `£% 
5. Add the last 4 digits of your (10,000) + D(1,000) + E(100) = 
phone number. + F(10) + G or ACO) + BIOS 
By Charles E. Buban 6. Add the last 4 digitsofyour + C(109 + DOO) + E0) £> 
"Y phone number again. F(10)+G which is the decimal ex: 
AKE IT FROM FOR- y 7. Subtract 250. pansion of the digit number* 
mer President : 8. Divide by 2. ABCDEFG, the telephone пит. 
x Whatappears on the calculator ber : 
Joseph Estrada: n 
5 is your seven-digit phone num- 
there с а suffer ber. Why does it work? 
endlessly from arthritis > = 
Estrada, according to his or- First solution 
thopedic surgeon Christopher Я Several readers sent solutions. "Let the phone number be 
Mow, preferred to take anti-in- A detailed one comes from Rey- yxxyyyy where xxx are the first ; 
flammatory medications and maldo Nograles {mograles@ya- three digits (not necessarily all 
put up with the pain in his f hoo.com] of Southville Interna- the same) and уууу the last four 
knees. Estrada, he said, dreaded tional Schoo! and Colleges: digits (not necessarily all the 
the idea of undergoing a long Let the seven-digit telephone same). Then Steps 1 to 7 when 
surgical procedure and the з mumberbegivenbyABCDEFG. ^ combined produce the following 
painful recovery process that Under the decimal system, this expression (where * indicates > 
could follow. A number can be expanded as: multiplication: [250 * (80*xoux + 
But when Estrada’s gait бегеп. У A(09 + BLO) + C(109 + 1) + уују + yyyy - 2501 /2. 
orated markedly and walking be- DOO) + EQ05) + 010) +G. Simplifying, we — ge: 
came much more difficult by the Let x=10; this means that the (20000*x + 250 + 2*yyy - 
day, he finally gave in and decid- x т mumbercannowbewrittenas: 250}/2, which equals 10,000 00 
ed to follow his doctor's advice. Ё E > 


XU — AXHBXROOTDEMEXHTX + уууу. But this is just 030000 + 
He underwent a joint replace- рр, CHRISTOPHER Mow checks on his famous patient, former President Joseph Estrada, after thelatter +G. ууу = xoyyyy which isthe origi- 
mentsurgeryin Hong Kongin De- -underwent a joint replacement surgery in December 2004. At right, doctor and patient show the effects Now going through the eight nal phone number. 
cember 2004, and Estrada has Gfehe operation, актаса нон stepsofthe puzzle: — 4 
been thankful since. ` = S 1) The first three digits of the Other solutions 
‘You have a choice, ask your дос: sandpaper. Possible complications telephone number expanded in Katherine Marie ^ Tanyu 


Cracking knees tor about joint replacement Не said the cartilage was те Although theprocedureisrela- decimal, still with x=10, will be [km tanyu@yahoo.com], a BS 
“Tm so glad that I can walk surgery in order to get back to moved and replaced with plastic tively safe and the success rate is Ax*éBxiC dedu лане ли оса 


straight again. But whatT'm most your regular activities as soon as (polyethylene) surfaces and the high, Mow said complications 2) Multiplying this by 8х UP Diliman, uses a slightly more 
happy about is I no longer experi- possible, Estrada said. bones with metal (cobalt/ could arise, including infection, (which is 80 because x=10), we complex method involving mod» 


ence spasms of pain around my Мом, a Stanford University chromium alloy). development of blood clots and obtain 8Ax°+8Bx2+8Cx Moria cru e 
knee day in and day out. Before,I clinical assistant professor, said 


i osthesis malfunction. 3) Adding 1, we get SX" ` Other readers with correct sọ- $. 
could actually hear my knees the benefits and success rate Same quality, skills Pr his is why a prospective pa- SEx*éBCx4l ane ce наши Ae 
Cracking every time I walked. (around 98 percent) oftotaljoint For the past 20 years, total tient’s medical condition is thor- 4) Multiplying by 2x2+5x (this Edgar Amado, Alfredo Angeles, 
Sometimes would evenwakeup replacement surgery offset the joint replacement surgery has oughly reviewed before deciding expression is 250 becausex=10), Gerardo Anigan, Virgilio Cabre 
Athe middle ofthe night because cost of the operation (between been performed throughout the [whether he is a candidate for] we obtain 16Ax5+(40A+16B)x* Kevin Catbagan, Dade Duariej 
my knees were hurting so much,” $6,000 and $10,000). country in private and govem- the operation,” Mow said. +(40B+16C)x+(40C+2)x2+5x Rey Jose Edmilao, Emmamiel: 
Estrada said in response to a Mow was interviewed by the ment-run hospitals “The patients also continuous- ^ Sand6)Addtwicethe lastfour Jarila, Den Mark Malabuyoc:* 
questionnaire sent to his Tanay, Inguinen last month when he vis- Мом said the implants used jy monitored during and immedi- digits of the telephone number: Maria Jose, Reynaldo Paraynd; » 
Rizal rest house where he is de- ited Estrada to check on his pa- here are of the same component ately after the operation. DEFG. Ging Раса Earique Provendi ~ 
tained on charges of plunder and _tient's progress. and quality as the ones used This number, expanded in the do, Daisy Samonte, Ralph Villa, 


perjury. - abroad. — ^ Immediate use decimal system, and then setting and Rbdobbyn. Congratulations! 
The questionnaire was sent Prosthesis Mow said the Philippines has ^ The patient is encouraged to again x=10, can be written as 


through his lawyers. In total joint replacement world class surgeons who can use the new joint immediately to Dx°+Ex*+Fx+G and twice of Taking a break 
surgery, the ends of a damaged skillfully perform the procedure. — prevent the formation of clots this is 2Dx?+2Ex?+2Fx+2G. Why do puzzles? Christine Bat-; 

Erap as spokesperson joint (in the knee, hip or shoul- “Besides, they were mostly that could be potentially danger- Adding this tothe result ofstep rung [christine.batrung@up.edu. 

Afterthe operation that includ- der) is removed and replaced trained abroad, particularly in gus, Mow said. After some time 4, we obtain 16Ax5+(40A+ ph], a BS Metallurgical Engineer- 
ed correcting the angle of his withan artificial joint or prosthe- the United States,” ће said, the patient can already do leg 16B)x'+(40B+16C)x°+(40C+ ing major at UP Diliman, writes: 
knees (that made him an inch sis. This procedure is considered adding that some of his best stu- = strengthening exercises. 2E+2)x2+(2F+5)x+2G Sr spent my whole week at- 
taller), the grateful Estrada is if other conservative treatments dents include the country’s top ` The mplantsaredesigned tolast 7) Subtracting 2x?+5x (which tending forums and class discus- 
how ‘considering becoming а have been exhausted, such as surgeons Jose Syguia and Angelo more than 20 years, uttheyallwill is 250 because x=10), we get sions about the national situation 
spokesperson for total joint re- weightloss, activity modification, Ochoa. eventually wear out, whichis why 16Ax+(40A+16B)x'+(40B + in the university After a week of. 
Placement surgery to help edu- physical therapy, anti-inflamma- Мом cited the Philippine Gen- joint replacement surgery is usually 16C+2D)x°+(40C+2E)x?+2Fx uncertainties, I finally decided to 
fate middle-aged and elderly Fil- tory medication and cortisone іп. eral Hospital, Dr. Jose R. Reyes recommended for older patients. + 2G take a break from all the political: 
ipinos who need to undergo ће  jections. Memorial Medical Centerand the “Patients, however, cannot any- 8) Dividing by 2, we get SAY chaos for a while. That was when 
procedure. Mow said Estrada's knees Philippine Orthopedic Center аз more perform strenuous activi. +(20A + 8B)x'+(20B+8C+D) Tread your column and found just 

"A lot of Filipinos suffer from had practically по cartilage among the leading hospitals in ties like running, jumping and x°+(20C+E)x*+Fx+G. the right thing to take my mind 
severe arthritis and my advice is: left on the bone and the edges the country offering the proce- athletics as these would wear out Substituting 10 for x and then from the world of politics: a math 
Don't suffer in silence anymore. were already scratchy like dure. the prosthetic joints. combining similar terms, we ob- problem. God bless!" 


Chelation therapy 


Omega-3 bacon? 
By Rafael R. Castillo, MD 


OMEGA3 FATTY ACIDS HELP — — — — Re-balancing diet 3 
decrease the risk of heart dis- DISCOVEI “Livestock with a health ratio | 1 WAS ASKED DURING А RE- 
ease. They help regulate the of omega.3 to omega-6 fatty | cent lecture if chelation therapy, 
central nervous system and acids may be а promising way | Which many patients with coro- 
have been implicated in treat- н Ф i rebalance the modem diet | пагу artery disease (CAD) subject 
ing depression, schizophrenia, Massie 4 without relying solely on dimin- mere ае 
and bipolar disorder. hing fish susplies or supple- | vascular benefits. 
naue cusa му SAOS Ballo s ishing fish supplies or supple. | YAG aron a fom of weamentin 
acidsarentproducedbythebodY fibroblasts via nuclear transfer associate professor of medicine | which a drug is administered ether 
and have to be obtained by eat- cloning. This process allows at Harvard Medical School and | intravenously or by mouth to bi 
hoes А fen die clones to be made by replacing one ofthe papers co-authors о molecules, 
-e сое tune, saiman, i ide It was Dr Kang's researc ^ 
mackerel and sardines are good Sai tne weet и te that paved the = for this ра- MEDICAL case series. Some patients who tion of high doses of antioxidant 
sources, but high mercury levels genetic material tobe cloned, in per. Two years ago, his lab cre- FILES have undergone chelation thera- vitamin and mineral supple 
and the inability to get the fish this case, the fat-1 gene. The ated the first transgenic mam- py and the physicians who pre- ments. Thus, one can always ar- 
fresh stand in the way of includ- eggs are then placed inside фе  mals—mice—with high omega- Scribed it claimed subjective im- gue that the effects of the therapy 
ing these foods in a regular diet. surrogate mother's uterus and 3 levels. can be removed from the body.Ithas | provement in CAD. could be connected to these sup- 
This is one reason omega-3 is allowed to develop normally. “These animals could repre. | been scientifically proven tobe effec- Тһеге are also published clini- plements. To address this issue, 
perhaps more commonly associ- ^ Qyer 1,500 embryos were sent an alternative source as | tive for toxic metal poisoning. cal trials but they only involve the investigators will randomly 
ated with fish oil pill. transferred into several surro- well as be an ideal model for Lead poisoning can cause itre- small numbers of people which assign participants to receive èi- 
dc pl gates, and only 12 pregnancies studying cardiovascular disease | versible damage оп the brain and were nor sufficient to show statis- ther EDTA chelation or placebo. 
Tansgenic piss Fesulted. Ofthese, only fivewent and autoimmune disorders,"Dr | nervous system. tically significant results. Then the patients in these two 
Recent experiments would to term, producing 10 live births Daisaid. EDTA (ethylene diamine tetra- To settle the issue whether groups will receive either low- 
indicate though that there may and two stillborn male piglets. acetic acid) chelation therapy is@ chelation therapy produces bene- dose or high-dose vitamin/min- 
come a time when people could Heart defect popular form being administered fits and is safe for CAD, the Nation- eral supplements. 
order some pork chopsorbacon Results ‘Three of the piglets were lat- | by some physicians in the coun- a] Heart, Lung and Blood Institute Hopefully, this study can final- 
andstill keep their omege-3 lev- ‘There were no obviousdiffer- erdiagnosed with aheartdefect | ty. The solution consists ofasyn- in the United Statesis currently do- ly answer the question if EDTA 
els high. ences between the piglets, and associated with the cloning pro- | theticaminoacidthatisdetivered ing a large-scale, well-designed chelation and/or high-dose vita- 
Researchers from the Univer- DNA samples from each of the cess, which is reassuring given | through the veins and it’s sup. clinical trial. The study aims tore- min supplements can improve 
siy of Pittsburgh School of Je piglets—six of which were the researchers suggestions | posed to reduce the clogging of cruit 2372 participants aged 50 event-free survival (length of 
Medicine teamed up with col- found so have the hfat-l trans- that the animals could eventu- | Obstructed arteries inthe heart It years and above with a prior my- time without another heart at- 
leagues from the University of ene were then sent to the ally go in the marker, although. | iSnotapproved for this indication cardial infarction (heart attack). tack, stroke, death etc.) are safe 
Missouri-Columbia and Mas- lips ar Massachusens General much red tape and consumer | by the US Food and Drug Admin- ү; evaluates EDTA chelation thera- for use, improve quality of life, 
sachusetts General Hospital to Hospital and University ofitts- marketing stand in the way of | ‘strationorbyourBureauof Food pyand/or high-dose vitamin thera- andarecosteffective. |. 
create transgenic pigs that pro- burgh School of Medicine to this possibility. and Drugs. py in the treatment of CAD. 1 heard that it costs a big bün- 
duce high levels of omega-3. check their omega-3 levels. The research notes that У advi Costing approximately $30 mil- dle to undergo the entire course 
Results of the study were "she rests showed that the transgenie pork wil not have | Experts’ advice . lion this study is over 20 times larg- consisting of about 30 sessions. 
„published online in Nature wild-type pigs had higher any discolorations or textural | Various heart specialist associ- er than any previous study оп The principal investigator for 
Biotechnology onMarch26. __ опер 6 levels than they did differences, which is the most | ations, including the Philippine chelation therapy. It is designed to the trial is Gervasio A. Lamas, 
‘The work wasled by Dr. Yifan omega-3 levels, which is nor- they can say until someone can | Heart Association, have issued pe jarge enough to detect if there MD, director of cardiovascular re- 
Dai. His lab transferred а gene mal, The six transgenic pigs had check for flavor. advisories stating that there isa аге any mild or moderate benefits search and academic affairs at 
called fat-1 into porcine fibrob- higher levels of the heart-  Thehearthealthy bacon may | lack of adequate scientific re- or risks associated withthetherapy Mount Sinai Medical Center-Mia- 
lass. The lab im the National healthy omega-3 than they did not be in the market tomorrow, | search to verify the safey and ef | mi Heart Institute. 
Swine Resource and Research the omega fany acids, and butmaybetheresearchcanlead | fectiveness of EDTA chelation Vitamins, minerals "The investigators enrolled the” 
Center at the University of Mis- four of the piglets had higher to an alternative to fish oil pills | therapy for CAD. EDTA chelation therapy, as first participants in September | 
souri cloned the pigs from the omega-3 levels than the others. in the meantime, Currently, the only available practiced by several doctors lo- 2003. The study will take approie > 
data consists of case reports and cally often includes administra- imately five years to complete. ==> 
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‘Astoria Plaza 
15) Exch roe Ortigas Business Dine, 
[p 
лава? А Pax 910-0370 
ташаб нотара сот 


City Garden Hotel-Makati 
Maki Ate cor Kaisyaan S, Palat Слу 
ene Poe nn S 
Emal: laciclygardenhoteiscom 
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City Garden Suites 
Lise Mabini Se Emi Manita 
S36 as] Fux лана 
ErakónyreservatonsGetypuderbotet com 


City Travel Hotel 
15 nó Rond Baguio Cy 
TeL (074) 445-0456 Fa (014) 445-0457 
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Diamond Hotel Philippines. 
Cor Dr] Quito St Roxas Bd. 
Ер 3000 Fax 526-2235 


s 
Edsa Shangri 


‘Dusit Hotel 
Certo 1223 Makati Ciy Ph 
Te RET: 3333 Ema: cestode com 


Edsa Shangri-la Manila, 
1 Garcon Way, Ortigas Center, Man 
ro] 
мената com 


(pranata ton, Bm 
VIC tbe 


s.mlei@enecuorepasahotlcom Rr Belen St- faco, Manta 
а за УН но 


Evercrest Golf Club Resort, Inc. 
[3p базар 


лы 02у 
FeO 71-9299 
Manita Sales Otc 733-1822733-9955 


GARDEN 


Golan Pine 


Golden Pine Hotel and Restaurant. 
intersection of Carino Se and (ара а 
oad, Baguio Cy 
Tel (14944459181 71/740-89751 
Pax. (014) 4460704 
mal golderpnchote skynet net 


Grand Regal Hotel Davao 
P aurel St Larang, Davao Cry 
(082,25 сео 052) 234-3038 
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INTERCONTINENTAL. 

Intercontinental Manita 
Avenue, Maka Слу 
мо 


HOTEL ураг 
Vie 


Hotel Veniz 
No. | Abarao St Baguio Cy 
“a (074446 070012 0) 
Fax (074) 446-0704 
Emast hottven skynet net 
Wean hoteena cor 


ite, 
Las Palmas 
Las Palmas Hotel Manila 
IETA Mamai Se, Malate: Manda 
ETUR Rr 
Ri visplimu com gh 
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Mactan sand Resort 
Punta Engano Road, Lapu Lapu Cebu 
action лева 
vean com 


MANILA 
PAVILION 
‘Manila Pavilion Hotel 
UN Avenue. Ermia, Mara, 1000 


Wo (632) S16 I2 Лак (632) 26-2552. 
vmanispevion com ph 
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Renaissance Makati Chy Hotel Oakwood Premier Ayala Conner 
esperma Se como ath Poor: Gens 4 Ayala Conr 
Esperanza St cor malad Ave. at Cy Sorea Mane 


"iL Gi авва 811-6777 See. 


718 0000] ec ‘compo 
No WEZ 


[2 
Palm Plaza Hotel 
Pio eae mB е 
tA 2 
reggio com Royal Mandaya Hotel 
J Phra Gi Dono Cy 


es Tel. (ову 25 8888 (062) 25-1888 


Penri Farm Beach Resort £ 
(Miami erret iin bee 
EA EE OT] 
mec 
Al 
зонт 


Mandarin Oriental Manda. 
Paseo de Ronas cor. Palat Ave. Makati Су 
"Id 750-0888 


Subic International Hotel 
‘Subic Bay Free Por Zone, 
арат 
арена ола com. 


Somerset Salcedo, Makati 
HY dela Conta Se. cor LP Lensia S 
Salcedo Vilago, 1227 Pakau Ску 
“el 685-6068 Fax 808-6655, 


SUMMER PLACE HOTEL, 
ve omar Pace ta 
Erg testo 
БЕБА 
d 
it 
somerset 


Somerset Millennium, Makati 
No. 104 Agorre Se, Legaspi Vilage, 1229 


sia Cay kr 
“Te. 800.0808 ати 


"a hows 
БААНА 
n занњо 
somenser we 
aa сагаа 

somerset Olympia, Makati има 
Somerset Olympia Malatl qu, tps sora ons! 

noe eausa aui zo 
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The Bellevue Manila Waterfront Hotel Lahug 


Big quack 
Easter at Taal 


EXPERIENCE A “BIG 
Quacky Easter” at the 
breathtaking Taal 
Vista Hotel. The hotel 
is coming up with fun 
and exciting activi- 
ties including the 
hunt for the biggest 
Easter egg. The Big 
Quacky Easter activi- 
tyon April 16 is open 
to billeted and walk- 
in guests at P350++ 
per ticket and al- 
ready includes a kid- 
die lunch buffet, kid- 
die games, car 
toon/film _ showing 
and other fun kiddie 
activities with Easter 
mascots. 
Beat the heat at i 
the hotels Lobby Lounge with our Summer 
Coolers like the Taal Mudslide & Goin’ Ba- 
nanas. Savor the Taal Vista Special Lechon de 
Leche and delight your sweet tooth with the 
dessert of the month, Cathedral Window. All 
‘Saturdays of April atthe café on the ridge of- 
fers Spices of Southeast Asia Lunch Buffet. 
Discover the 13 Regional Cuisines of the 
Philippines’ Lunch Buffet every Sunday. 
Guests can rejuvenate by availing of the spa 


An Easter extr 


MANDARIN ORIENTAL, MANILA GEARS UP 
for an exhilarating Easter Sunday egg hunt 
and celebration dubbed “Toys 'N Treats-An 
Easter Extravaganza,” on April 16. Children 
of all ages will be treated to a fun and excit- 
ing, theme-inspired event in the ballroom, 
‘which is transformed into a Toyland that will 
see the most festive activities ever to be as- 
sembled in one place. 

Held in partnership with Toytown, Jam of 
Rustan's, M&M's, Enchanted Kingdom, and 
Events by Gigi Bautista, the Easter extrava- 
ganza promises overnight accommodations 
for two with breakfast at Mandarin Oriental, 
Manila and a host of other exciting gifts and 
prizes for the egg hunt winners. Separate egg 
hunts will be held for children up to 5 years 
old, and for those 6 years old and above. 

The celebration starts with a colourful 
Easter parade of Enchanted Kingdom mas- 


services at the Ylang Ylang Spa or take a dip at 
the refreshing free-form pool. Lounge at the 
cool and elegant interiors of the hotel and en- 
joy a Merienda Buffet (all Sundays of April) 
and listen to acoustic renditions every Satur- 
day night. 

Taal Vista Hotel is managed by Fuego Ho- 
tels & Properties. For inquiries and reserva- 
tions call (02) 886-4325 / (02) 751-3088 to 
89 ог log on to wwwtaalvistahotel.com or 
www.fuegohotels.com 


cots. Other fun-filled activities that can be 
enjoyed at Mandarin Oriental's Easter fair- 
grounds include egg-painting contest, face- 
painting session, Nickelodeon art contest, 
kiddie fashion show by Jam of Rustan's, a B- 
daman tournament, an Enchanted Kingdom 
magic show and concert, Bratz glitter tattoo 


i 


) Renaissance ; 
Makati’s Easter treat 


RENAISSANCE MAKATI CITY HOTEL, 
Manila (formerly New World Renaissance 
Hotel) offers you a chance to win a four- 
day three-nights holiday for two at Hong 
Kong Disneyland to those who would avail” 
ofits Easter Room package from April 12.0" 

116. Stay at a Deluxe Room for only 
р3,350+++ (room — only). and 
Р3,850 + ++ (includes buffet breakfast). A 
maximum of two adults and two children 
below 12 years old may stay in a room. One 
raffle coupon is given per night checked-in. 
The longer the stay, the more chances to win 
the Hong Kong holiday. Also, two invitations 
will be given for the exciting Easter Sunday 
Egg Hunt on April 16, from 1 p.m. to 2:30 
pam. at the Grand Ballroom. Late check-out 
at 3 pm. will be extended to those who avail 
of the special room package. The Easter 
Room Package is for local residents and for- 
‘ign nationals with a valid Alien Certificate 
of Registration only. 

‘An Easter Sunday celebration awaits 
families in the restaurants as it offers sump- 
tuous international and Asian fare at the 
Coffee Shop at P1,288+++. At Emperor 
Court, the hotel's premiere Chinese restau- 
rant, savor its authentic fine Cantonese cui- 
sine in a special la carte menu. At the Lobby 
Lounge, enjoy the yummy Chocolate "Wish- 
ing" Fountain at P350+ ++ per person. Pa- 
trons who partake of lunch on Easter Si 
day at any of the hotel's food outlets with a 
minimum of P3,000 get two invitations to 
the Easter Egg Hunt and a chance to win gift 
certificates in a raffle. 

For more information and reservations, 
call the Renaissance Makati City Hotel, 
Manila at 811-6888. 


andarin 


comer and kiddie salon, and lots of other 
fun games, wonderful prizes, and kiddie 
activities. Besides their egg hunt finds, the 
kids bring home loot bags filled with M&M 
candies and chocolates. Other supporters 
of Toys N Treats are Globe Quest, Globe 
Gizmo, Scholastic Books, Nestle Philip- 
pines, Teazers, Aji Ichiban, Lotte, Biogesic 
for Kids, Oishi, Enervon-C Plus Multivita- 
mins, Cetrinets, Fruit-tella Crazy, Mini 
Mentos, Noreen Moraleta & Company Face 
Painting, Forsc Ink Sounds and Lights. 

Two complimentary Easter egg hunt tick- 
ets await those who will avail of special 
Easter room packages for local residents , 
from April 7 to 17 for a luxurious summer 
refuge. 

For inquiries and ticket reservations, call 
750-8888 local 2415 (Mandarin Deli), and lo- 
cals 2303 to 2307 (room reservations). 


Dusit Hotel offers room package for Easter 


EXPERIENCE A RESTFUL SUM- 
mer day at Dusit Hotel Nikko and 
stay in the Hotels luxurious 
guestrooms with your loved 
ones this Easter. You may choose 
from the specially designed 
"Easter Room Package.” 

The “Easter Room Package" 
gives homage to families this sum- 
mer to enjoy the many facets of the 
season. This limited offer, valid 
from April 10 to 16, starts at P 
4200++ for a Deluxe Room with 
buffet breakfast at The Café for 
two persons and Р5,200++ for a 
Deluxe Room with a sumptuous 
buffet lunch at The Café for two 
persons (‘Easter Brunch Buffet” 
coupon will be issued for April 16). 


Celebrates 


LT 


Depending on your choice of ac- 
commodations, availing of the 
room package includes compli- 
mentary access coupons for kids 12 
years and below to the Hotels 
"Easter Family Fair on April 16 
Celebrate Easter at the Grand 
Ballroom of Dusit Hotel Nikko on 
April 16 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
and experience excitement and 
magic for the whole family with 
its “Easter Family Fair.” Join Dusit 
Hotel Nikko as it takes you to the 
whimsical world of carnival. The 
event creates a venue for families 
to bond with the exciting activity 
booths where you can play and 
win fabulous prizes. Not to be 
missed is the "a-MAZE-ing Egg 


Easter eggs in a maze. 


Hunt” wherein kids will hunt for 


quem 
{ 


triates with ACR. 
For inquiries and reservations, 


тһе “Easter Room Package” is please call 867-3333 extensions 
valid for local residents and expa- 


3131103134. 


Try healthy dining ` 
for grad celebration 


JAYMI'S GRILL OFFERS A WIDE 
variety of soups, vegetables, 
seafood, chicken, pork and beef 
courses. Those who want to eat. 
healthy can choose from several 
grilled dishes which use only the. 


freshest seafoods, 


ambience and reasonable } 
prices, Jaymiis Grill is a sure- 
shot dining experience for any 
group-big or small-especially 
this graduation season, when 
families and friends reunite to 
celebrate the success of the 


harvested 


WATERFRONT HOTELS AND CASINOS 

APPRECIATION NIGHT 

Waterfront Hotels and Casinos recently held its "Appreciation 

Night" at The Loft at Rockwell Center in Makati City on March 10, 
Corporate director of sales and marketing Joey Bernardino (third 

from left) is shown with (from left) sales manager Angie Vicencio, 

sales account manager Danielle Zayco, Cindy Brual, Mae Reyes, 
Jemimah Atienza, assistant sales manager Joseph Tam and group i 
marketing communications officer Jomel Gonzaga. 
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from pristine waters, flown in 
and baked or grilled. 

Prices are very reasonable 
too. Seafood dishes cost P150- 
P300, while combos for two to 
three people are below P400. 

With its big servings, airy 


graduates, 

Jaymis Grill is located at 
Benifacio Global City Taguig 
and Waltermart in Pasong Ta- 
mo. For reservations and in- 
quiries, call 887-2709 or 887- 
2741. 
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Landco starts devt of Ponderosa 


' ^" By Charles E. Buban “The area will feature four ele- 
1 gant and ornate garden courts, in 
4 ITH PHASE ONE. Which one can enjoy the relaxi 
space, the breeze and the exhi 
of the Ponderosa js view,” shared Alfred Xerez- , 
Leisure Farms 
Burgos Ш, president and COO of ғ 4 
nearly sold out, developer Landco Leisure Development 
Landco Pacific Corp. is Inc, developer of Ponderosa | 
"m 
Hf 


now focusing on its latest Heights. " 
stt 


i | With an exquisite Spanish- 
expansion, the 17-hectare yjexican-inspired visual theme, 
amenities now in place, the property promises to 
6. unique second home, where families can retreat, esp 


Ponderosa Heights. the property located in Silang, 
Ponderosa Heights is inan ele- Cavite, promises to offer superb 

À vated position providing its fu- location (from Sta. Rosa highway, | 
ture residents extensive views of the place is just a 45-minute drive 


puppies palate cde on weekends, and enjoy each other's company ina 


conducive nature setting. 


WITH SPACIOUS multipurpose hall now 
ready, Casa Ponderosa now hosts a variety of 
future residents as well as guests. 
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eom |) ai. X can say "Hello" 


en PRESYO. eum | | HU p in six languages. 
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Tam c d 
Your Total Solution To Any 
Waterproofing Problem 


FLEXSEAL" 
Elastomerie Paint 

Total waterproofing protection 

for wails, 1005 & other general 
Waterproofing requrements 


SUPERSEAL 
‘Cementitious Waterproofing Coating 
Heavy-duty cement-based 
\waterpootng protection for wals, 
fios, basements, water tanks and 
oher vater-holóng structures 

FLEXROOF 

Elastomeric Roof Paint 

Gloss waterproof roof paint 

specaly made to waterproof 

‘and ish mast type of ratings 


= 


94-9900032, 


From the most trusted name in waterproofing: 
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THE #1 ELASTOMERIC 
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SISTER Janelle has her heart set on her home 


Puso ng Karmelo 


АТОР ONE OF THE ROLLING HILLS OF 
Damortis, La Union lies a community of peace 

„and tranquility, a very small community of 

“ nuns—Mother Mary Claire, Sister Janelle and 
Sister Cora. Their home is a pleasant stop for me 
оп my occasional travels north. It is a place that 
refreshes the tired body and quenches the thirsty 
soul. This haven is known as Puso ng Karmelo. 

1 first walked up this hill 17 years ago. I re- 
member that day exactly since I had in my 
arms my eldest daughter, Glee, who was then 
only 21 days old. It was a grateful trek up the 
mountain, a veritable prayer of thanksgiving 
for my beautiful baby girl. That was how it all 
began, that “homing” instinct I experience ev- 
erytimeTm in the area. 

Те is an unconscious call for me to climb the 
mountain and set my prayers to the wind, be they 
of thanks or supplication. Back then, I had been 
awed by the exhilarating view of the China Sea as 
it merged into the San Fabian Bay A carpet of 
grass and wildflowers stretched down slopes and 
‘meadows before me. Birds called from treetops 
and crickets chirped from bushes. It was ever so 
soothing. Today it remains the same. 


Clear vision 

Even back then, these Carmelite sisters al- 
ready had a clear vision of what this place on 
the hills could inspire in anyone who scaled 
its heights. They knew it was the Lord's will 
for them to develop it and enable other peo- 
pleto feel God's grandeur there. They decided. 
to capitalize on the abundance of God's natu- 
ral gifts and worked from there. 


Through the years, they built little chapels: 


and retreat casitas, oriented toward the grand 
view of the ocean, the mountainside, or the 
gardens. They maximized the potentials of the 
breezes not only for ventilation and comfort, 


MEXICAN-SPANISH architecture dominates. 
the Silang, Cavite leisure farm property. 


Landco starts . . . 


From page B2-1 


to Makati City) and cool year round weather. 
(thanks to its proximity to Tagaytay City). 


Mexican-Spanish style houses 

Since the new phase of development is 
still part of the Ponderosa Leisure Farms, 
Xeres-Burgos said Ponderosa Heights will al- 
50 feature flower gardens as well as Mexi- 
can-Spanish-style houses that highlight de- 
sign elements such as warm, earth colors, 
arched doorways, sliding doors, niches and 
trellis, 

Each house will be designed to convey re- 
sort and farm feel with big picturesque win- 
dows overlooking scenic views and rooms 
opening to а central courtyard promoting 
passive cooling within the structure. 

Quaint gardens of roses, bougainvillea, 
bromeliads and ferns will also be common 
throughout the property 

"Each week these gardens will feature dif- 
ferent blooms. Any week is a perfect time to 
view these myriad colors,” said Xeres-Burgos. 

Future residents of Ponderosa Heights will 
also be able to enjoy the amenities of Pon- 
derosa Leisure Farms including Villa Pon- 
derosa Clubhouse, El Refugio Meditation Gar- 
den, Campo Verde Campsite, the Las Rosas 
outdoor dining restaurant, and the Plaza Mar. 
avilla with its flower produce market as well 
as food and retail stores. 

Ponderosa Heights will also enjoy round- 
the-clock security as well as maintenance and 
care services for hassle-free gardening. 

Apart from leisure farms, Landco Pacific 
Corp., a multi-product developer, is also en- 
gaged in high-quality first-homes subdivi- 
sions, residential resorts, shopping centers 
and central business districts as well as 
memorial parks. 


VILLA PONDEROSA clubhouse and 
swimming pool 


Livinc 
ARCHITECTURE 


Marcos 
de Guzman ji 


‘THE SITE is gifted with picturesque views as 
well as generous lighting and ventilation 

but to drive windmills to power their water 
pumps. They hamessed the sun for natural 
lighting during the day and to collect enough 
solar power for emergency night lights and 
charging mobile phones, not to mention the 
growing of wonderful lowers in their gardens. 


Multistar retreat site 
‘The creativity of their structures is amazing, 
with special kudos to Sister Janelle, who acts as 


THE STRUCTURES capitalize on creative use of indigenous materials. 


the in-house planner, designer, interior decora- 
tor, landscape designer, and builder all rolled into 
опе. She makes use only of available indigenous 
materials and, more important, limited funds to 
come up with quaint and cozy cottages. 

Furnishings are simple but comfortable, 
generally made from wood, bamboo and 
cane. Swings, hammocks and mats are a sta- 
ple in every hut. Oil lamps and candles are the 
only illumination at night, besides the silver 
of moonlight and the sparkle of fireflies. 
Wood carvings and Bible verses are welcome 
outposts along the paths. 

Perhaps, the jaded urbanite will see merely 
a melange of wooden cabins or expect per- 
fectly manicured lawns and thus, be disap- 
pointed. This is not a five- or three-star resort 
that promises to satisfy cosmopolitan tastes. 
Instead, it is a multistar retreat site that vows 
to bring you back to nature and lets you see 
the grace of God in the simplest detail. There 
is no piped-in music, other than from breezes 
and cicadas, to better hear the whisper of 


your soul, the murmur of your heart, here at 
Puso ng Karmelo. 


ANEW master plan will transform the emerging business 
district along C5 into a city that never sleeps. 


Bonifacio Global 
City to unveil new 
master plan 


BONIFACIO GLOBAL CITY 
will soon unveil a new master 
plan that will transform the 
emerging business district 
along C-5 into а city that never 
sleeps. 

One could call the master 
plan a reaction to traffic and 
Jong- commutes to work, to 
commercial centers, and to 
recreational and entertain- 
ment venues, according to Joel 
Luna, Ayala Land assistant vice 
president in charge of techni- 
cal planning. 


Multidisciplinary team 

Luna reveals that a multidis- 
ciplinary team comprised of 
Ayala Land experts in plan- 
ning, office development, com- 
mercial centers and property 
management sat down to map 
‘outdevelopment in the area to- 
gether with officers from the 
Fort Bonifacio Development 
Corp. and Ayala Land's part- 
ners in FBDC, Unilab and the 
Bases Conversion Develop- 
ment Authority. 

"The team also benefited from 
the inputs of the best consul- 


tants in the fields of urban de- 
sign, landscaping, transporta- 
tion, utilities and infrastructure. 
Vision 

According to Luna, the vi- 
sion for the new Bonifacio 
Global City is to allow those 
who live and work there a bal- 
ance of activities. While Boni- 
facio Global City is at the heart. 
of all activities, it is still con- 
nected to other central busi- 
ness districts and in relation to 
the larger region. 

Through transport and com- 
munication links and even 
through other _ transport 
modes, Bonifacio Global City 
will be connected to Makati 
Ortigas and other central bu: 
ness districts, even in cities in 
Asia and the Pacific, Luna says. 

"Every master plan is 
unique. This one is tailor-ft to 
benefit the Philippines. It was 
carved out of the wealth of ex- 
perience of its planners. It 
should allow Bonifacio Global 
City to join the ranks of other 
thriving cities in Southeast 
Asia," he adds. 
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Cyber corporations still need 


development, said high-technolo- 
gy companies, however, have old 
world needs, particularly quick ac- 
‘cess to transportation which was 
Vital for a labor-intensive business 
like TT. 

"We can compete evenly on 
price and other specifications but 
nobody can beat us in terms of lo- 
cation because we are one of the 


REENFIELD DEVELOP- 
ment Corp.'s Edsa's Cen- 
tral IT Center is using its 

good location to beat its competi- 
tors in the crowded real estate 
market for call centers and other 
business process outsourcing 
(BPO) providers. 

Jericho P Go, Greenfield Devel- 
‘opment vice president for business 


Fan а the Pees 
NATIONAL MARITIME POLYTECHNIC 
ONE Тисом Ciy Leye 
зонани sa E 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
PROCUREMENT OF SECURITY SERVICES 


The National Maritime Polytechnic, through its Bids and Awards 
Committee (ВАС), invites contractors to apply for eligibility and to bid for 
the hereunder project: 


Name of Project: Procurement of Security Services 
Twenty (20) Security Guards rendering 8 hours at 


Php 8,656.41 / security guardimonih duty daily 


Location. NMP Training Complex, Cabalawan, Tacloben Ciy 
Approved Budget 
for the Contract 


Contract Duration 


Prospective bidders should have experience in undertaking a similar 
Project within the last two years with an amount of at least 50% of the 
proposed project for bidding. The eligibility check/Screening as well as 
Preliminary Examination of Bids shall, use non-discretionary "pass/fai 
стела. Post-qualficaion of the lowest calculated bid shall be conducted. 


Al particulars relative to Eligiilty Statement and Screening, Bid Security, 
Performance Securiy, Pre-Bidding Conference, Evaluation of Bids, Post- 
Qualíication and Award of Contract shall be govemed by the pertinent 
provisions of R.A. 9184 and its Implementing Rules and Regulations 
(IRR). 


The complete schedule of activiies is listed, as folows 
ACTIVITES 1 SCHEDULE 


lasuance of Bid Documents — | Ара 3 - 7. 2006 
Pre-bid Conference Apri 10, 2006; 200 p.m. @ 
NMP Conference Room. 


Php 2,493,04590 
One Year 


Submission of Application 
for Eligibility & Bd Proposal 
‘Opening of Bids 


Арт 10 - 21, 2008 

Apri 21, 2008; 9:00 am. 6) 
'NMP Conference Room. 

‘Apel 21 - May 5. 2006 
Post-qualfication May 8 -12, 2006 

Nolice of Award May 15. 2006 

Bid documents wil be available only to prospective bidders upon payment 
of a non-refundable amount of Php 2,500.00 to the NMP Cashier. 

The NMP assumes no responsibility whatsoever to compensate or 


indemnify bidders for any expenses incurred in the preparation of 
the bid. 


Bid Evaluation 


(598) ROSITA C. BERINGUEL 
BAC Chairman 
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few projects that have virtually 24- 
hour service for buses, jeepneys 
and tricycles," said Go. "Not all of 
them (call center workers) drive 
cars or have chauffeurs." 


More practical bet 

Со said Edsa Central's location 
outside the central business dis- 
tricts make it a more practical bet 
for call centers and other BPO 
providers wanting to stay in the 
‘country for the long haul. 

“People forget how important 
location is ina service business es- 
pecially in times when there is a 
glut in office space and low-price 
renters like call centers dictate the 
market. But when office rent starts 
going up, call centers are forced to 
move out of Makati and Ortigas 
and seek areas with more afford- 
able rent,” Go said. 

He noted that call centers ini- 
tially converged in Makati and Or- 
tigas because of the real estate 
slump where landlords were des- 
perate to fill up their newly fin- 
ished buildings and the old build- 
ing left by tenants. "It was an un- 
natural situation. The tenants 
were forced to make do with their 
sites not prepped for high-tech 


firms. This made their startup 
costs higher and their operations 
inefficient,” Go said. 


24-hour transport service 
Go said this trend was happen- 
ing now in Makati and Ortigas 
with landlords increasing the rent 
as demand for office space swells. 
“Call center operators and other 
BPO providers are realizing the 
benefits of going into areas that 
have a natural 24-hour transport 
service and structures that ad- 
dress the space and security needs. 


PRIVATIZATION AND MANAGEMENT OFFICE 
INVITATION TO SUBMIT OFFERS 


The asset being offered on an “as-is, where-is" basis is a parcel 
of land with an area of 15,319 sq.m., formerly owned by 
MARSTEEL CORPORATION (MC) located at Bray. Baesa. 
Tandang Sora, Quezon City. 


The above asset is being offered at an indicative Price of 
PESOS: SEVENTY SEVEN MILLION THREE HUNDRED SIXTY 
THOUSAND NINE HUNDRED FIFTY (P77,360,950). 

Offers will be received, opened and tabulated in the presence 
of the offerors on April 26, 2006 at 3:00 p.m. at the PMO 
Conference Room, 6th Floor, 104 Gamboa St., Legaspi Village. 
Makati City. 


Interested parties may secure the sale documents for а non- 
refundable fee of P1,500.00 from the PMO Marketing Office. 


If the Offer for Sale becomes a failure PMO reserves the right 
to negotiate immediately with the Offerors or any third party for 
the purchase of the Asset. 


Interested parties are advised to deal directly with PMO. 
For more information, please call Ms: Jane V. Santiago at 
telephone numbers 818-4733; 892-2145. 


LEITET 


EDSA Central, Greenfield District is now accredited as an IT zone. 
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| system, Go said. 

He said the 8,000-square-meter 
floor space allocated for Green- 
fields IT Center 1 pavilion have 
been. fully booked just a few 
months after opening. Greenfield 
expected the IT Center 2 (which 
converted an old Uniwide Ware- 
house Club branch into a low-rise, 
high-tech facility) to be fully 
booked by the time it opened in 
June this year. 

“Our challenge now isto step up 
the construction of more facilities 
because office space for IT compa- 
nies is becoming scarce. Demand. 
is so far ahead supply right now,” 
Go said. Greenfield is now finaliz- 
ing the design for its 12-story IT 
Park building which is being tar- 
geted for opening by early 2008. 

Greenfield's rush to build IT fa- 
cilities is in line with its ongoing 
redevelopment of the 20-hectare 
Edsa Central facility where up to 
two hectares have been ear- 
marked for building IT facilities 
that would mesh with its other re- 
tail and residential projects. 

Edsa Central IT Center 2 reno- 
vated and added one floor to the. 
former Uniwide facility 


of high-tech firms," Go said. 

He said most IT firms, both ex- 
isting and incoming players, pre- 
ferred structures that were built 
specifically for their needs rather 
than old structures that were 
retrófitted to accommodate their 
needs for high-tech cables, wider 
floor space and faster elevators. 

“We have the advantage over 
other developments that used 
old legacy system or old phone 
cables. It's like we're operating 
on a Pentium M technology 
while they're still in a Pentium 1 


CONSTRUCTION OF AMENITIES AREA 

DMCI Homes, the real estate business unit of construction giant 
D.M. Consunji Inc, has started constructing the amenities area for 
its residential development Bonifacio Heights. Located inside Fort 
Bonifacio, Bonifacio Heights is a premier condominium development 
built exclusively for the Armed Forces of the Philippines personnel. 
The project offers medium-rise condominium buildings with top- 
dass amenities such as grand clubhouse, basketball court, fitness 
gym, swimming pool and pocket parks. The amenities area is 
expected for completion in April. 


Eun would ре 


Creba clears 
Lakeshore 
project 

of ‘charges’ 


THE CHAMBER OF REAL ESTATE AND 
builders Association (Creba) has cleared the 
Central Country Estate Inc., owner of the 
Lakeshore project in Mexico, Pampanga and 
its developer, architect Nestor Mangio, of 
charges of having allegedly violated require- 
ments of the government housing agencies, 
as published in the Inquirer on Feb. 25. 

‘This was reported by Creba national presi- 
dent Pedro C. Tario, who said the organization's 
ethics committee was satisfied by the documen- 
tary evidence presented by the project owner 
and developer. 

"The evidence consisted of registration, li- 
cence to sell and certificate of completion issued 
by the Housing and Land Use Regulatory Board, 
‘covering the Lakeshore Subdivision in the North 
Luzon Expressway. Other documents were En- 
vironmental Management Bureau compliance 
certificate issued by the Department of Environ- 
ment and Natural Resources and development 
permit by the local government of Mexico. 

Mangio, in a statement, also denied having 
been charged of any violation by the HLURB, 
Department of Agrarian Reform. 

"ario said that Creba records show that Man- 
gio is not only a member of good standing, but 
also a member of the board of directors and an 
active member of the Creba lobby committee 
charged with the responsibility of articulating 
and advancing Creba's advocacies to enhance 
the housing industry's role in the economy. 

‘As the umbrella organization of direct and in- 
direct players in the realestate and construction 
industry, Tario said, Creba has actively been 
policing its own ranks over the years. 

Thus, he said, anyone with a gripe against 
any Creba member is urged to file a written 
complaint with the ethics committee so that ap- 
propriate action may be taken early- 
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LATEST PROJECT 
Castillo and Associates Designs and 
Consultancy recently unveiled its latest 
project, the 1,898 sq-m EZP Center Phase | 
located inside the Calamba Premiere 
Industrial Parkin Laguna. The warehouse 

is built to accommodate business 
solutions for domestic and foreign investors. 
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ATTENTION ~ | SM Investments starts construction 
<a H of expo and convention center 


DEVELOPERS. REALTORS, FURNITURE 
indoor furniture requirements, £3398} | SM INVESTMENTS CORP STARTS CONS- г" € Y 


AKERS ANO HOWE OWNERS 

truction ofa convention and exhibition center 
at the SM Central Business Park. Two weeks 
ago it broke ground on a 10-story e-com- 
Mc A 86 merce building. й à Р 
Siemmessaorrem | Тһе two projects, together with the Mall of 
MELAMINE BOARD | s t тоа Bast sopping mal, 
А тА ттен нЕ: usima cena тарнов" | are aimed at positioning the SM Central Busi- 
T короста ano services orrenco. | 155 Park as the country’s new premiere busi- 
аена. mess district. The 60-hectare SM Central Busi- 
пете SE SS ness Park is located near the international air- 

OEE OF PMTCLERDIRD OR OE I сте port and key seaports. 

"E —  "-—-— SMIC vice chair Henry T. Sy Jr and first ex- 
Кел racesouesumtnornecwwewusao | ecutive, vice president Hans T. Sy led the 
f| | пала groundbreaking on March 23 by unveiling the . 288 8 a 
E poe ems come, Soles model and the architect's perspective. SHOWN during the time capsule laying for the Maitrade Expo and Convention Center are, 
iuge ле Reclamation Authorky general from left, SM Investments Corp. vice chair Henry T. Syr and first EVP Hans T. Sy; Tourism 
ТЯ | manager Silvestro Belio Ш, Tourism Depart- Department NCR director Reynato Chua, representing Tourism Secretary Ace Durano; 
eT s ment NCR director Reynato Chua, and Pasay Philippine Reclamation Authority CEO and GM Silvestre H. Bello Ill; former Public Works 
fuer romt Condom Pn Pray она ша Pe тоц ilor Dr. Jose Antonio Roxas attended Undersecretary Mabini F. Pablo and Pasay City councilor Dr. Jose Antonio Roxas, 
È the event. representing Mayor Wenceslao B. Trinidad. 
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Largest privately run center 

Maitrade Expo and Convention Center: 
which is expected to cost P900 million, is 
scheduled for completion in June 2007. Inter- 
national firm Arquitectonica is the projects de- 
sign consultant while the architect of record is 
Jose Siao Ling and Associates. 

Maitrade will become the countrys largest 
privately-run exhibition and convention center. 
The 46,647-square-meter building will have 
three floors and basement parking with a total 
ieasable area of 19,800 sq m featuring large ex- 
hibition areas and function rooms. 

“Maitrade is envisioned to become a pre- 
ferred venue for major conferences and wade 
exhibits as twill offer more modern facilities 
and larger floor areas for international and lo- 
cal exhibitions, conferences, events and func- 
tions,” said SMIC executive vice president Jessi, 
Lucas. "It incorporates a contemporary look? 
and world-class design that raises the level off 
prestige and exposure of trade exhibitors.” * 


Maximum use of space 

The buildings design allows for maximum 
use of space, giving exhibitors flexibility and 
options in terms of their specific area require- 
ments. The exhibition area at the ground level. 
will have a floor area of 9,000 sq m, which can. 
bedivided into four halls. 

Commercial shops will be located along the 
perimeter. A bridgeway on the second level 
‘will connect Maitrade to the Mall of Asia, the 
SM group's biggest shopping mall. The third 
leve will have a total floor area of 8,730 sq m, 
which can be divided into six halls for func- 
tions and conventions, along with nine meet- 
ing rooms. = 

“This early organizers of both local and inter- 
national events have already signified their in- 
terestin using Maitrade as their venue, accord- 
ing to Dexter Deyto, assistant vice president 
for Shopping Center Management Corp., the 
operator of Maitrade. He said: "We plan to un- 
dertake an international marketing campaign 
and tap the market for medical conventions,” 
Deyto sai 


Handyman holds 
builders’ fair 


HANDYMANS SECOND BUILDERS’ FAIR, 
held recently at Robinsons Starmills Pampan- 
ga, was packed with product exhibits, free 
workshops, games and big discounts on a 
wide range of merchandise. It brought to- 
gether different sectors of the building indus- 
try, hardware fanaties and just about anyone 
interested in home improvement. 

Gracing the opening ceremony were Rufino 
Ng, general manager of APT Homes; Norman 
Dy, president of NKD Intemational; Anthony 
Aliarey, country manager of Black and Decker; 
Bob Plank, Do it Best USA consultant; Nilo Ma- 
pa, general manager of Robinsons Malls and 
Mitz Vicente, GM of Robinsons Starmills Pam- 
panga. Handyman was represented by its presi- 
dent, Willy Co; GM Johnson Go; AVP-merchan- 
dising Stanley Co; operations manager Ryan Si 
son and marketing services manager Marivi 
Flores. 


High-quality products 
Thirty booths displayed and sold at the best 
prices high-quality products including industri- 
al and power tools; assorted paints and paint- 
ing materials; kitchen and bathroom showcas- 
es; auto parts and accessories; security gadgets; 
lawn and garden products; plumbing and heat- 
ing devices; household and pet accessories; wa- 
ter heaters; water tanks; tiles; pipes and fit- 
tings; and summer ware such as camping tents. 
The customers were also treated to free 
workshops and demonstrations which were 
very educational and iine nding 
А " Black & Decker's “Woodworking Skills"; Davies 
Feel the lofty experience at The Metropolitan Sky Lofts: Paints “When, Where and How to Use Paints"; 
Nissan's Road Safety and Defensive Driving”; 
Jardine-Solignum, Dursban, Thoroseal and 
Waterplug's "Home Maintenance Must-Haves"; 
These posh residences offer the ideal urban life both for families and professionals being proximate to the Makati. Boschs "Uses and Practical Applications of 
Power Tools" and Commander Auto's "Get to 
and Ortigas business districts, schools and shopping centers. What's móre, you even get playing rights at the exclusive Know Your Cars Engine." These activities 


Metropolitan Athletic Club when you avail of a Sky Loft unit. Call us at 830-0455 to 57, 890-5711 to 14, 0917- Rowe efile for do-it-yourself afi- 


536539 or e-mail t wn.net if wi view T tropolitan Sky Lofts 
8536539 or e-mail us at sales@philtown.net if you wish to view ts model unit гове гой 
"Qur aim was to offer innovative products 
under one roof, help consumers find what they 
——————M—— need easily and extend additional services 
[4 Р H TI OW through informative workshops,” said Stanley 
Co, Handyman AVP for merchandising. 
"We were inspired by the success of our Ist 
E Builders Fair held last year at Handyman 
Robinsons Place Pioneer,” added Mativi Flores, 
Bevond condos, Landmarks marketing services manager 
Handyman currently has 16 branches in 
Metro Manila, 22 in Luzon and nine in the 
Visayas-Mindanao regions. 
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Singapore French Spring |. 
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‘The thing about fame is that... people think 
everything comes easy. No one knows that 
we hardly ever sleep. 

The thing ! love most about what | do 

the reaction on kids’ faces when 1 do 
mali shows. They look so mesmerized and 
happy to see a “fairy"right before their eyes. 

People might be surprised to know 
thal... | love to walk around the malt alone, 
Shopping alone is the fastest way to doit. 

The most important thing I've ever 

|- learned is that... You can get through any 
problem even if you think it's the end of the 

{ world. 

‘wish when I started off I've been told 
10... Get Rosario Herrera as a stylist. Haha, 

"The worst thing that ever happened to 
me was... When | slipped during a dance 
number in “SOP.” 

‘And what taught this to me was... | got 
up right away because that's how we were 
trained in ballet. 

The secret to happiness is... To kno 
that you're nat the only person in this world. 
You can be happy for other people too. 

My best ever outfit consisted of 2... My 
outfits when | the MTV Pilipinas. 
awards. 

Itl was invisible for a day, I would... 
Follow Usher or Madonna or Beyoncé 
around. Be like an invisible groupie. 

The thing that makes me most angry 
Is... When people li 

itt was the most powerful person on. 
earth... | would add one free day every year. 
Declare ita world holiday when no one is al 
lowed to work. 

The bost thing about family is that.. 
They will always think you're the best. 

‘When I'm gone, they'll probably say... | 
hope that they will say that | was a good per- 
son. 

W money was no option... ! would teach 

+ Kids at a preschool. 

When | retire, i would like to... travel, 
travel, travel. 

The world would be a much better place 
Hwe could... Stop hating on people a friend 

{+ ora relative was hating on. We carry and 
pass over hate and grudges when we don't. 
суеп know what we're mad about or what 
we're fighting for. That would cut the world's 
hating by more than hal. 

‘The worst thing somebody sald about 
тё was... That | was fat when I'm not. Itto- 

{ tally messed me up. | got so praning. 1 hat- 

- edit. think | ended up annoying everyone 
asking it It was true, Oops! 

My favorite moments are whan... I'm 
abroad with Dong... } lova traveling with him 
because there's no work, there are no places 
to seo, plus nothing much to think about ax- 
cept to soak up the sun. 

‘My biggest Indulgence Is... massage. Г 

| don't really go for designer bags and shoes. 

[тенот woul never ake that path 
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_ MOMENTS|WITHIZA AND KARYLLE 


It's no longer hip to be extremely 


goody-goody, or extremely bad. price 
Normal's good now 


Photography: JAY TABLANTE 
Makeup: XENG ZULUETA for Shu Uemura using Shu Umeura's Precise Eyeshadows 
Hair: JANET DE RAMA using Kiehl's Stylists Series 
Special thanks to ACKY FERRERIA for the 19605 Karmann Ghia car 
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By Pepe Diokno 


S MUCH AS 1 MISS THE DAYS 
when stars wore pigtails and 
smiled all the time, I love the peri- 

od we're in now. I may be wrong, but 
2006 is shaping up to be the year that Fil- 
ipinos break from the extremes. In the 80s 
and 90s, we saw extremely goody-goody 
types and then later people like Mystika 
ruled the airwaves. Now, I think we're 
embracing the warmness of normalcy. 

1 mean, you see people like Iza Calzado and 
Karylle. Theyre perfect (or in my head they 
are—but keep that quiet, stalker-weirdness is not 
good) but they're so human. They're not like 505 
Stars who were so pristine you couldn't touch them. 
or the late 905 stars who were too dirty to touch. 
They're um, touchable (again, keep that quiet). 

"The trend of breaking the concept of “perfection” 
can be seen in Filipino movies too. Gradually, we 
see movies try and break away from the “ideal” con: 
cept that studios used to have (or still have). There 
are hits and misses but deviation and change are al- 
ways good things—no matter the outcom. 

Artistas are stan 


their audience. The same appl 
all movies experiments. There have been a lot of e 
periments recently, trying to come up with a balance 
between dazzling the audience and making them feel. 
The latest experiment is Iza and Karylle's "Mo- 
ments of Love.” 
1е a movie about love and space-time continu- 
ums (Seriously). So you'd think its all deep, and. 
complicated and very un-love story like. But it isn’ 
because the whole plot outline is available online. 
hear the complexities take a backseat 
oomph. 


no longer hip to be extremely goody-g 
bad. It’s hip to be just—right. Right? So 
mbrace Iza Calzado and Karylle, a welcome 
change in the way we see our stars 


Iza Calzado 


The thing about fame is hal... ts all just a hype. 

The thing I love most about what I do is... Answering these ques- 
tions, hehe! Having fun and being able to make others happy as well. 

People might be surprised to know that... | usually get nervous 
when I have to go up the stage and perform or speak. 

‘The most important thing I've ever learned Is that... God is always 
with us and that His love is within each and everyone of us. 

I wish when | started off I've been told to... Be healthy 

The worst thing that ever happened to me was that... | lost my 
mom. 

‘And what taught this to me was... To have faith iri God and what He 
has planned for me. 

The secret to happiness Is... God's love, love from others and from 
yourself. 

My best ever outfit consisted ol... A terno that | wore for the Film 
Academy Awards for 2004 by Patrice Ramos-Diaz..| ike wearing ter- 
nos, they make me feel beautiful and regal and every inch a Filipina. 

My Super! Saturday night consists of... Work? But if hada 
choice, I'd say quality time with my friends, may it be in public places 
or just at home, chilling. 

"The soundtrack to my life would include... “Fairground” by Simply 
Red, "Something To" by Maxwell, "I Will Sing Forever" (gospel song). 
"When | Fall In Love" (Miles Davis, quintet version), “Fly away" (Lenny 
Kravitz) 

1 was invisible for a day, i would... Steal all the money of the in- 
explicably rich and buy food for the hungry and give the rest to charity. 

The thing that makes me most angry Is... Injustice 

ИТ was the most powerful person on earth... | don't want to be the 
most powerful person on earth 

The best thing about family is that... They will always be there for 
you, no matter what. 

When lm gone, they'll probably say... She loved food, hehe! 

И money was no option... 'd travel all the time and take my friends. 
and family with me! 

When | retire, | would like... То live on the beach or in a place full 
of greens, where time would not exist. 

The world would be a much better place it... We all try our best to 
love our neighbors as we would love ourselves. 

My hero is... GOD 

The thing that makes my life worth living is... The hope of a better 
and brighter tomorrow. 

My greatest hope for the future is... To become a respected ac- 
tress... in Hollywood! worldwide! Hehehe! To be a good wife and. 
тот 

The worst thing somebody said about me wa: 

My favorite moments are when... | feel free. 

My most embarrassing moment was when... There are far too 
many instances, l'm a klutz. 

T'm saving up for... My future famil... а house and acting classes 

Му biggest indulgence is... FOOD! Clothes 

My current state of mind is... As | write this, lam currently sleepy 
but in general... searching 

If someone would play me in my biopic il would be... Julia 
Clarete? | ike her alot 

My five favorite words are... faith, hope, love, passion, imagine. 

aspire to be... a source of inspiration 


.. Tm hopeless. 
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life for a couple of days and res- 

urrect after the weekend? 
That's presuming you're not Jesus 
of course. 

When practically your whole life is stored 
in that compact little device that nobody can 
leave home without anymore, then losing itis 
akin to being dead for a few days. 

ТЕ happened last Friday night. My friend 
and I had happily filled our systems with rum 
cokes to reward ourselves for clawing 
through another work week, and to welcome 
а new summer of possibilities. Little did we 
know that as we were clinking our chilled 
glasses to our favorite season, some lowlife 
bastard scum had stuck his grimy hands into 
our bags and stolen our cell phones. 

IFI may break down my mental anguish in- 
to stages upon this terrible discovery, it was 
something like this: 


The Sweat Storm 

“No way. This thing only happens to other 
people." Such thoughts swirled in my head as I 
‘was sweating profusely, desperately searching 
every pocket, fold, crinkle and crease inside my 
bag, hoping against all odds that my cell phone 
was just buried under a sheaf of year-old gaso- 
line receipts. For some reason, I unearthed all 
these utterly useless, random objects that didn’t 
know I stil possessed, like a flattened, stale men- 
thol cigarette, a Post lt with a smiley face scrib 
bled on it, a tiny conch shell from a past beach 
trip, and half а Tylenol PM (so that's where it 
was!) When I finally realized that my cell phone 
was stolen, 1 could only react one way— 


I SIT POSSIBLE TO LOSE YOUR 


The Scream 


‘The Onslaught of Expletives 

Allof a sudden, “South Park” seemed like a 
Citistian fellowship ,program compared -to 
mi? sdelirious "monologué “manifesting а 
héghtened case of Tourette's Syndrome. Ap- 
parently it was contagious, as it soon became 
а group activity, with my friends joining in the 
verbal onslaught. The foul language from 
friends was actually comforting. It was their 
way of showing me they really care, by wish- 
ing etemal.damnation to the dirtbag who 
stole my phone. 


Spiritual Reckoning 

‘Suddenly, everyone renews their faith in 
karma, for actually believing that the sorry 
ass lowlife will get what he deserves, like get- 
ting reincarnated as a one-legged cockroach. 
People had chen become well-versed with 
snippets of the ten commandments, asking, 
didn’t that pond scum thief ever hear ofa talk- 
ing burning bush that got Moses to tell the 
people that it’s bad to steal? 

Then of course, you ry to be a better person 
by telling yourself a hundred times over that 
its just a material thing, that you won't take it 
with you in that place “up there” where there 
are fluffy clouds and singing cherubs. Actually 
їс more like, you won't need it much “down 
there” (and I don't mean Australia) while shut 
tling back and forth between the nine floors 

‘Okay, no dice. In this case, I'm а material 
girl, but with reason 


‘The Remembrance of Things Past 

For someone who has long been contented 
with any of mobile phone, as long as it had 
keypad that could text a smiley face, imagine 
how it was like to receive the latest, state-of 
the-art Motorola SIVR (a.k.a. Ninakaw Мо 
тој) Might as well do a little plugging, even if 
i's a requiem. Receiving the SLVR was akin to 
tasting champagne after drinking beer all my 
life. It was a sleek, black and blade-thin beau 
ty, and more intelligent than Pd ever be. 

In fact, my ultra-wired friends had been 
thankful that this objet d'art had finally fast 
tracked my e-volution, especially after being a 
self-confessed dunce when it came to all m 
ters techie. I quickly e-volved from associat 
ing “Bluetooth” with smurfs’ dentures, to 
learning how to download Goldfrapp MP3s 
into the {Tunes database, accessing the Web, 
sending e-mails, and taking full color videos 
‘of my dog frolocking in the garden. 

Yet my biggest loss extended beyond the all 
too-groovy features. For a sentimental shmuck 
like me, its the memories attached to it that 
caused my delirium. I didn't just lose my net 
‘work that I built over the years in my directory 
(heed my advice people: list down all your 
‘contacts on paper!).In the SIM card that disap. 
peared along with the phone, there was stored 
a private diary of sorts; a collection of old mes 
sages (some even over three years) from be 
friends and past loves, testimonials of gre: 
parties, even some random texted notes bear 
ing good vibes that cheered me up when 1 
needed it. I lost the photos I took of awesome 
Boracay sunsets, the candid shots of friends on 
happy afternoons, the light-streaked master 
pieces of my fire-spinning crew on the beach 
Now what the hell will all this mean to the 


lowlife bastard who snitched my phone? 


Incommunicado 

In this cell phone-crazed country 1 know 
‘many have fallen prey to this terrible techno 
thievery. As such, Iwas deluged with sympathet- 
ic stories, some consoling me that its actually a 
"nice feeling” to be disconnected for a few days. 

Man, I really wish I could echo this senti- 
ment, but in the two days that I didn’t carry a 
cell phone, I was extremely fidgety, restless and 
beside myself with anxiety, wondering whether 
Thad made enemies or lost clients because I 


failed to text back. Strangest of all was not inter- 
mittently reacting on instinct, like Paviov's dog, 
toa beeping sound every few minutes. 


The Resurrection 

So these days, Iam painstakingly reconstruct- 
ing my directory once again. As expected, once I 
had reestablished contact with the outside world 
on a Monday morning, many had wondered if I 
had fled the country, gotten kidnapped, or had 
something against DJ Tiesto, simply because 1 
‘wasn't responding to their text messages. 

АП this reminds me of those scifi stories 
about how machines had begun to control 
mankind before they realized it. Methinks its 
already happened. In the blink of an eye, we 
have become enslaved by an inanimate object; 
a product of technology. You lock up a substan- 
tial part of your life in it, and when you lose it, 
you feel as if you've become a cripple. Is it any 
wonder at all that it’s called a “cell?” 


Mainit ang tiyan, 
‘di sunog ang bulsa! 


Payless Spicy Mami. 
Ang Spicy na Mas Affordable! 


“THIS eventis 
much more than 
a fashion exhibit. 
Twantto present 
inspirations and 
auniverse in 
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“DIALOGUES” 
a conversation 
between 
designer, artist 
and viewer. 


x at the Ayala Museum? 


OHYES. 

We kid you not. 

Thank The Alliance Francaise de Manille, 
the French Embassy, the Association Française 
d'Action Artistique and the Ayala Museum. 

For the first time, an art exhibit featuring 
Christian Lacroix Haute Couture will be pre- 
sented in the Philippines at the Ayala Muse- 
um. The event, which will run from the 1st of 
April until the 4th of May 2006, will open the 

French Spring in Manila 2006. 

The exhibit, whose curator is Yves 

4 Sabourin, went first on display at the 

Fine Art and Lace Museum of the city of 
Alengon in France and was then fol- 
lowed by a world tour, which included 

China, Thailand and now the Philippines, 
before а final trip to Israel. 

As a designer, Lacroix has always been in- 
terested in every aspect of art. Moreover, his 
Haute Couture creations are real pieces of art. 
In this exhibit, which focuses on 17 years of 
work by one of Frances most outstanding 
fashion designers, 63 of his unique dresses 
and accessories will be presented. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 1, 2006 


As Christian Lacroix says, "This event is 
much more than a fashion exhibit, 1 want to 
present inspirations and a universe in harmo- 
ny with space.” 

The display intends to communicate to the 
viewer the inspiration that stimulates Lacroix 
to continuously rejuvenate and reinvent him- 
self as a designer. The message is that artists, 
including fashion designers, absorb influ- 
ences from their environment to react to their. 
surroundings in creating their art. In turn, the. 
viewer of these artistic forms is stimulated 
and encouraged to view his or her surround- 
ings ina new way. 

“This is a display where everything is 
mixed together, where inspiration and influ- 
ences are released, where distance allows un- 
derstanding the creation process,” says Mr. 
‘Yves Sabourin, curator of the exhibit. 

‘The result is “Dialogues,” a conversation 
between designer, artist and viewer. The sen- 
sibilities and perception of each dialogue 
partner are expanded through this process 
and the works produced and perceived take 
on new meanings. 

A series of lectures and discussions related. 
to fashion and the influence of French fashion. 
designers will also be held at the Ayala Muse- 
umin April. 


This is why 
we tell the 
Story 


ARE YOU LOOKING FOR GOOD, ENTER- 
taining reading but don't have the time to 
commit to finishing a bestselling novel? 
“How about good, entertaining short sto- 
ries? 

Story Philippines, the country’s short 
fiction magazine is back. The second is- 
sue features entertaining short stories 
from multi-awarded writers Vicente 
Garcia Groyon, Marianne Villanueva, 
and Dean Francis Alfar, as well as eight 
other talented wordsmiths. Available 
nationwide at most bookstores and 
newsstands at a mere P150. 

Here's a sample: 

“A thousand false days whirled before 
him-of how, together, they swam in the 
rivers and chased the water birds; how 
she rode on his back as they hunted the 
torpid fishes; how she told him that she. 
loved him no matter what he looked 
like, no matter what he was, that she 
would be pretend to be a diuata en- 
chanted beyond hope by his charming 
voice." 

-from "The Maiden and the 
Crocodile" by Dean Francis Alfar 

"She slid into bed in a rush, half- 
afraid that a cold hand would grab her 
ankle if she stood beside her bed too 
Jong, but lay awake in the dark listening 
to the house creak as it cooled and 
thought about the ghost.” 

-from "The Haunting of Martina 
Luzuriaga” By Vinee Groyon 

"The  socialite-ofthe-moment, who 
looked like a pretty, middle-aged mesti- 
za in the papers, was frightening in per- 
son, She was a giantess who seemed to 
tower beyond six feet in her teetering 
heels and had an eyebrow that was per- 
petually cocked to one side, She ap- 
proached Clara, her barbaric jewelry 
banging againsther magnificent chest.” 

from "Girl on a Couch" by Rachelle 
Medina 
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SINGAPORE FASHION FESTIVAL2006 


ashionably loud 
fashionably lat 


NE FOOT AFTER THE 
other alighting on the red 
carpet, out sauntered a rag 
tag bunch—a chic clique that was 
all abuzz with excitement for the 


affair to come. 
Tt was hot, literally and figuratively at the 


| The ваја Standard in Memory Enhancement 


‘Tent @ Ngee Ann City on Singapore's famed 
Orchard Road as the Lion City celebrated the 
‘Singapore Fashion Festival. 

‘Team Philippines was represented by style 
editors and experts that manifested posh spice. 
Svelte Preview editor Pauline Juan enters the 
room in subtly elegant tones, wearing Vivienne 
Tam day dresses and Robert Clergerie plat- 


forms, with her hair neatly pinned to reveal 
her classic swan-like features. 

ТЕ Pauline is a swan, Mega editor Carla 
Sibal is a flamingo—and a pink one at that. 
‘Always turning heads with her now famous 
‘do and her distinct va-va-voom flair for 
clothes, Carla is an Asian version of a Barbie 
doll on Atkins. The retinue was completed by 


‘The Star’s dandy design duo Ricky Toledo 
and Chito Vijandre, from the stylish house of 
Firma, and myself 


Pinoy models shine 
Our first stop was the perfect fusion of a 
catwalk extravaganza mixed with an electri- 
fying live performance, aptly titled “Fashion- 
ably Loud.” This MTV trademark production 
has been touring the world, and is on its first 
hop in Asia. It featured UK rock band Placebo, 
famous for their androgynous antics and sub- 
stance infused songs. 
FASHIONABLY/D3 
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Automatic BLIMS 


Hygienization У CENTRE fine furniture 


ic and Scarless removal of unwanted pimples, 


Ырада. whiteheads and мана. Ne ‘eauterization! || 5 April 1 to May 31, 2006 


Dekeratinization 
‘The peeling off of the outer skin layer to bring out the 
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FASHION and 
music make a 
merry mix in. 


thisMTV Y 


spectaculag y 
which operjad 
the festival 


fashionably late 


From pageDI 

“тев music made by outsiders 
for outsiders,” they explained 
their sound to me and Mega style 
wiz Patrick Ty, who was with me 
during the MTV shindig. "We 
played in bad wigs, cross dressed 
in the middle of Bible belt in 
‘America, pushed boundaries to 
fight repression. Sometimes you 
have to allow for the floodgates 
to open,” said Placebo lead singer 
Malko before their Fashion Festi- 
val performance. 


‘And when the fashion flood- 
gates did open, 1 was late for it. 1 
ended up waiting outside (Singa- 
pore super starts on time) for a 
bit, which made me miss the stir 
that Filipino model Rocky 
Salumbides caused. Apparently 
our caramel-skinned fashion im- 
port has been making headlines 
and heads turn on the catwalk. 
Rocky topbilled all the major 
shows featuring big marquee 
names like Jean Paul Gaultier, 
Salvatore Ferragamo, Missoni, 


Jean Paul Gaultier Summer 2006 


THE FESTIVAL 
cost $2M to 


“HELD in the 
heart of. 
Orchard Road. 


‘WILD ONE. 
Pinoy model 
Blu Freeland 


G Star Raw Denim 


ROCKY is our 
Asian male. 
supermodel 


HEY replicated 
JPG's signature. 
theatrical 


LOCAL 
PLAYERS. Sing 
pride Tang's 


Lily Cole, face of 
the festival 


THE festival 
hasa line up of 
30 shows 


among others. 

‘Another shaved beauty is our 
very own Ezra Blu Freeland from 
Cebu, who even in the midst ofall 
the foreign models stands out be- 
cause of his distinct look and 
physique. I chit-chatted with the 
two male models while they were 
backstage with Lily Cole at the 
Ferragamo show. I was so proud 
of them because they would al- 
ways be the opening and closing 
ofthe show. And in fashion terms, 
that meant absolute star power. 


THE FESTIVAL 
lasts 10 days 


TANG'S 
THEME. Secret 
Garden 


У SALVATORE Jr: 
Я wasinthe 
audience 


'AIM. To be the 
region's style 
hub 


4 
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hand Placebo made the 
Singaporcans go wild 
their tunes 


Haute couture and cuisine 

We caught the theatrics of the 
Jean Paul Gaultier gala, the denim 
possibilities of G-Star, the local de- 
signs of Singapore's very own 
‘Tang's and the "Fiera" collection 
of leather goods powerhouse Sal: 
vatore Ferragamo. The shows 
started promptly and ended even 
earlier, with enough time for an 
after-party and post-event affairs 
afterwards, At the MTV post party 
at The 1006 1 was pleased to see 
models Brent Javier and Jon 
Mullaly doing the rounds of 
shows in the Lion City. And oh, did 
1 mention that MTV VJ Colby 
Miller is being mobbed by fans 
wherever he goes? 

Tn between fashion shows, our 
fayorite guide Wee Tee, showed. 
us'Singapore «sunny side up, as 
ме hopped from one hot resto to 
another. Particularly memorable 
was the Straits Kitchen at the Hy- 
att, which featured island buffets 
from our spicy South East Asian 
neighbors. Yum! 

Since this is a fashion group, 
we all had our dietary con- 
straints. Pauline's was "no chick- 
en," since she was allergic to it. 
Carla's was “no carbs," since she's 
also allergic to it. Ricky and Chito 
both brought their stash of Xeni- 
cal, but would always conve- 
niently forget to bring it during 
meals. 

It had to take our good hu- 
mored Singapore sling Wee Tee to 
remind us to, “Eat, drink and be 
merry, because tomorrow... we 
die." She would ада with a 
high-pitched giggle. "No restric- 
tions should be your diet rule,” 
she would remind us as we made 
Orchard Road our longest cat- 
walk, to burn off the calories, of 
course 


Singapore nights 

‘Our bubbly nights didn't end 
with the runway shows, after- 
parties and sponsors goodie 
bags. We would tipsily traipse 
around Sing City’s nocturnal 
treats—from the newly renovat- 
ed Asian club legend Zouk to cav- 
ernous Ministry of Sound (MOS). 

MOS is something else. The 
main floor can house up to 1,100 
partyphiles. And that's not count- 
ing the other VIP rooms that 
ranges from a disco themed St 
dio 54 to a futuristic white 
washed "Bed Supper Chib"in- 
spired room, even a Sky lounge 
area for CEOs to wine and dine 
their clients. 

There was even a baroque gold 
room filled with Philippe Starck 
furniture that serves as a VIP pri- 
vate room. Hmm, now I know 
how to solve the issue of having 
too many VIPs—have a lot of VIP 
rooms! 

‘Another night spot worth 
checking out is Butter Factory on 
Clark Quay. The bar and club fea- 
tures art installations and urban 
themed murals that celebrate 
global creativity, something that 
Singapore makes sure to empha- 
size with its every venture. 

АП these reinforce Singapore's 
determined stance to be at the fore- 
front of the global style stage, They 
have positioned themselves to be 
the hub where all other hubs con- 
verge. Just for that, they deserve the 
spotlight in the red carpet. 


Terms and Conditions: 


|| « Guarantee applies to a single receipt delivery transaction, 


maximum of two pizzas. А 
© Pizza Hut may suspend guaranteo during bad weather 
conditions for the safety of our delivery пдаг. ' 


| e Guaranteed time may vary depending on the 


weather condition, and the distance from. 
the nearest Pizza Hut restaurants. 
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THE FACE OF THE FESTIVAL » 
Lily Cole stops traffic 
on Orchard Road 


OR THE FIRST TIME EVER IN THE 
E history of Singapore, cars stood still for 

a momentous event in Orchard Road 
Shopping history. No woman has ever done 
this before, but then again, global supermod- 
el Lily Cole is no ordinary woman. 

‘Tagged as “The Face of the Festival 2006," 
Lilyis tipped to be one of the hottest and most 
in demand girls, who has been desreribed as 
“a British girl who resembles a maiden in a 
pre-Raphaelite painting’—her signature look 
that evokes the freshness and the romance 
that fashion emanates now. 

Super! got the chance to have a little chit- 
chat a day before her Orchard Road shoot. 
Backstage during the Ferragamo show, she 
was pleasantly surprised to know that this 
writer was from the Philippines. "My best 
friend in London is Filipina!” she exclaimed. 

When asked the cliche questions that puts 
models under a certain stereotype, she has 
this to say, “It really is the strange dichotomy 
with what 1 do—that’s why I study and do 
other things.” A straight-A student in sec- 
ondary school, she plans to study political sci- 
ence in a British University. 

Of course, I asked her opinion on Kate 
Moss’ current predicament. Lily is one of 
those girls who have been tagged as the “next 
Kate.” "To be even compared to her is the 
highest compliment. Fashion loves Kate and 
for sure she will bounce back,” she said in a 
nonchalant tone. "When she did those cam- 
paigns, she signed her face, as a model. She 
didn't sign her life away: She didn’t have to." 

"With a face like that (as you can see from | 
all the campaigns she has done) and a mind 
like that to boot, it comes as no surprise that ^ 

Ле could cause heavy traffic. Tim Yap 


CLOCKWISE FROM TOP. FACES OF THE FESTIVAL. Lily Cole and 
Ricky Toledo, Pauline Suaco-Juan, Singaporean ; ‘Tim Yap, Salvatore Ferragamo, Jr with 
celebrities, models Vince Canizares with Rocky, Carla Sibal, Lily Cole in Gaultier, Lily with 
Colby Miller and Patrick Ty of Mega at the MI Rocky and Blu, MTV vj Denise Keller, Blu 
after-party, Brent Javier and Jon Mullaly and Rocky after the Ferragamo show at 
the Tent at Ngee Ann City, Orchard Road 
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‘Markell Market! is in Bonifacio Global City. For inquires, call Cus 
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LAST NIGHT'S. 

Tiesto and Hed Kandi has quenched 

thirst for dancing pleasure. Hed Kandi's top acts 
and DJ Tiesto has made the whole town spinning 
up and down. 

But these past few ; not only these giant 
foreign acts have made Manila go dance-dance- 
dance. Last week} 

Jon ^ Herrera 


PPINE р, 


Pp 


brought us two 
Pinoy DJs who 
have been mak- 
ing a name in 
their own circuit- 
—DJ Riddler and 
DJ E-Man. DJ 
Riddler is the 
mext Pinoy boy 
dance ^ wonder, 
having — beaten 
top DJ, DJ Oaken- 
fold in the WMC 
Winter. — Music 
Conference (one 
tough act—that's 
for sure). DJ E- 
Man on the other 
hand is the music 
director of the 
famed Power 


Jor school likes 
UP UST ATENEO 
De La SALLE 
Phil. Science H.S. 

and universities abroad like 


E 
Singapore Management Univ 


NUS 


National Univ. of Singapore 


Summer Programs 
2006 


Pre-School 
Programs 


Academic 
Advancement Professional 


Review 


GRADE SCHOOL 
* English * Reading, 
+ Math «Science. 


Play Camp 
Math Clinic 
Reading Clinic 
Skilled Readers 
Phonics Factory 


CSEE CESO 
Civil Service 
LET 
TSE IELTS 
TOEFL 
LAE ММАТ 
GMAT 


= Algebra» 


COLLE 

va + Trigo Саса 
Penmanship 

Violin 


Mental Math Sports Clinic 


106, top-rated 


hiphop station in 
LA. He is also a 
performance DJ 
for Baby Bash, 


MSA 


Alabang 
писма Ds 
[s 


815-1307 
813-0943 


Mariah Carey. 
Checkout what | 

makes these two 

Pinoy DJs Super! 


GrsubCee ise — SMisllbGices 
Vere sess Pak 


850-6550 
850-6551 


Register now! 
315 Katpunan Avenue, Loyola Heights, Queen Cy 
GF Pince David Condo. Katipunan Ave., Loyola Hs 


925-7544 + 929-9145 
435-6062 + 925-4602 


SMFairview Novaliches Cainta Antipolo 
TUB. Fas. p 


[o Teig 
935-0011 417-4469 
935-0012 938-8134 
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Acer products 
ВРІ Madness Special P Promo! 


Mar Spt X DR Ge na 


Acer recommends Windows® XP Professional. ` 
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ore time... 


To meet up with friends. 
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Acer products 


BPI Madness Special Promo! 
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Aspire 5562WXMi SRP: Php 89,900 (7,491.67/mo. x 1205.) 
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Theihingaboutfameisihat..itsafad. The soundtrack to my life would include The world would be a much better place if 
The problem isn't when people approach you... The following songs: ... Everyone could just get along. 


far apicrure or autograph; the problemiswhen ` KC and the Sunshine Band—“That'sthe way My hero is.. My father Mate! Соб. 
‘The thing that makes my life worth living 


[Ie ar gan a eae they Вот appreach anymore uae 
Mint zaseg ! "hethingllovemostaboutwhatldois..: — Troop—AIlIdoisthink of you" is... Knowing that I've been able to accomplish 
Thatlmakepeoplehappywiththemusiclplay Savage Garden—“I knew love you” all my life goals. 
Е П Tfthey're happy, then I'm happy! "Twinkle Twinkle Little Star" My greatest hope for the future is... That I 
‘ | уте Барр ee ле coknow that... The Wiggles—"Choo Choo Chuga Chuga Big continue to live successfully and happily 

ES i 1 like all other kinds of music besides hip-hop Red Car” "The worst thing somebody said about me 
Ne ge x -. NSyncis dope! ‘New Edition "Cool it now" was ... That I didn't deserve to DJ on the radio 
pot у ‘The mostimportant thingr'veeverleamned 1 can give details later .. (Gan you tell that person that I'm already 11 

E i isthat..thingschangezroundyoualliheüme _ If I was invisible for a day, I would ..1 yearsin-.) 
A. you got to change with the imes. don't know if could say that.) My favorite moments are when ... I take 
yore hon I tanted об Tve been told to The thing that makes memostangryis.. my family out and see them having a good 

Memini ван ои иако „.. Buy more than one copy ofa record. anyone ever messes with my kids time! 

пау ore ee thareverhappenedtome  Iffwasthe most powerful persononearth Му most embarrassing moment was 


E wart My father passed away almost 4... 1 would make sure my family would ђе зе: when ..I got drunk and knocked out at my 
` months ago. for life, bring peace to the world, wipe out bachelor party ... before the party even started 
ome Soet to happiness is ... my family... poverty, cure the sick, and bring my father back I'm saving up for. Paying off bills... that’s 
always makes me happy to this life. a never ending process. 
7 MS pest ever out consisted of a ... Baby The best thing about family is that ... We My biggest indulgence is РОДИ 

—— wd best mih blackjeans and all white Nike always do things together ... theyll always Му current state of mind is: All over the 

evra ззатика sar: saso Aspire звана $38,800 Air Forceones ... Iworethattoa wedding have your back. piace...t00 much going on!!! 
[Erro [rien Ifmoney was по option... wouldtravelto Му 5 favorite words are? “Yo, have fun 


every county in the world to experience the with it” 

different lifestyles and cultures out there. aspire to be ... One of the most successful 
‘When I retire, I would like ... Sleep in and  Fllipino-Americans in this.crazy music indus- 

with the DJ. wake whenever I feel like it. uy 
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Adidas Originals is reintroducing 
Adicolor, its classic collection of 
customizable footwear. 

The original Adicolor was 
launched back in 1983. Adidas 
offered pure white footwear with 
especially created quick-drying 
and weatherproof pens, allowing 
customers to interact with and 
produce their very own pair of 
sneakers. The idea was such a hit 
that the shoes from the collection 
have achieved cultstatus: the SU- jue, yellow, green, pink, and by Cey Adams and Dave's Quality are sure to put smiles on faces. 
perstar Ш, the Century, and Lo Масс темпо complete sixdis- Meat are slapped with pictures of Опе artist who figures prev 
and Hi | tinct palettes of product. rappers, graffiti, and dollar signs. пепцу in every line is Bill Ме 

For 2006, the original range is ^ Adidas tapped the talents of Artworks Бу avant-garde Mullen, a graphic artist who cre- 
enhanced by а more comprehen- fashion designers, famous artists, Japanese artist Taro Okamoto, ated the Foot Locker exclusive 
Sive set of customization tools, and cartoonists to reinterpret the Glasgow modern artist Jim Lam- collection that represents, the 
ranging from the basic felt-ip Original White series models and bie, and the duo of Keith Haring popular city of New York. He in- 
pens, spray paint, and colored create products based on aspecif- and Jeremy Scott will draw in art corporated each of the five bor- 
laces to changeable tongues, ic color from the palette. enthusiasts, coughs, namely Manhattan, 
stripes, even lace jewels. It also ‘The result is the Colour series, Мог to be forgotten are comic Bronx, Queens, Brooklyn, and 
goes beyond footwear with the A- a strikingly rich collection that book fanatics and computer Staten Island, into every color in 
15jacker in white leather, the Su- пог only highlights imaginative gamers with the Dark Horse the series, treating, mem, 
perstar Tracksuit, and the Appar- designs but different textures and Comics and Tron lines, respec- sportsteamsand coming up with 
Етромегіпо Реоріе E! pack composed of an Adicolor materials. tively. a unique crestor logo foreach g 


track top, Tshirt, cap, and wrist- Fashionistas will relish the And for the young at heart, one. 
m vomere uli. AME E .. Emilio Pucci design with the fa- Betty Boop, Kermit the Frog, Ms. _ There are а total of 36 fem 
E ar ‘The set colors used in the origi- mous print, as well as the shoes Piggy, Happyman and even Goofy lines under the Colour se- , e. * 
MERITON Aer aa | mal fep pens—white, red, fined in different fabrics like ries that come in vari- Zee, 
i addas | Sirs lee Cone p QR "m satin, denim, suede and mono ous shoe cuts, styles, aama 


grammed leather (reminiscent of and prices. 


the fashion powerhouse brands). zs) 
For hiphop denizens, the lines Na 


cum] n 75A x 


sce ge core A at f > $ = 


Photos by Mark Nicdao 
Clothes by Tru Youth (h 

The thing about fame is that ... I's the 
good, the bad, and the ugly at times! 

‘The thing I love most about what I do is 
.. Playing music! 

People might be surprised to know that 
мава nursing student 

The most important thing Ive ever 
learned is that... Stay humble and hungry 

Iwish when I started off Гуе been told to 
.. Take business courses. 

The worst thing that ever happened to 
me was ... That | found out my fiancée was 
cheating on mea week before my wedding. 

‘And what taught this to me was ... Girls 

nothing but trouble (joke) 

‘The secret to happiness is 
your mind, body and soul balanced. 

My best ever outfit consisted of 
blazer, and a Tru Youth T-shirt 

My Super! Saturday night consists of 
Having a nice sushi dinner then going to the 


Keeping 


mes, 


TM 


Our Coolest 


10 people "til 4 a.m. in 
ginto New York City to 


lub and pla 
the mornin; 
Crobar and listening to m 

The soundtrack to my life would include 
.. Inner City, "Good Ме" Queen, “Bohemian 
Rhapsody,” and NWA, “Express yours 

If Iwas invisible for a day, I woul 
into the bathroom with Victoria Secret model 
Gisela. =) 

The thing that makes me most angry is 
.. People who have to pretend or be fake. 

If 1 was the most powerful person on 
earth ... Td stop the war in the Middle East 

The best thing about family is that ... You 
can't get rid of them. 

When I'm gone, they'll probably say 
He took my favorite CD! 

If money was no option 
space 

When I retire, I would like 
condo in the Philippines. 


Td g 


A high rise 


My herois... M 
The thing that makes my life worth liv 
ing is... Not knowing what t > 
My greatest hope for the future is 

"The worst thing somebody said about 
me was ... Your hair is 

My favorite moments are when ... l 
My most embarrassing moment was 


Tm saving up for 

My biggest indulgence is... Sus 

My current state of mindiis... H 

If someone would play me in my biopic 
it would be ... Adam S: HA 
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Accepted 


12* months installment plan. 
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Мау 31 
Credit Cards 
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Interest on featured 
Acer products 
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with the new 


Acer Projector 


TRADE-IN 


TRADE-IN old projectors for the new Acer PD100 DLP Projector 


Mechanics: 
* Working projectors of any brand get a trade- 
in value of P10,000. Pay only P49,900 for a 
brand new Acer PD100 DLP Projector. 


* Non-working projectors of any brand, get a 
trade-in value of P5,000. Pay only P54,900 for a 
brand new Acer PD100 DLP Projector. 


Acer PD100 sap: 59,900 
(4,991.67/mo x 12mos. 
credit card purchase) , 
+ DLP Projection Sytem 
ren (600 x 600) 
XGA (1200 1,028) 
ras Ratia: 20001 
(00 ANSI Lumens, 
боне ата 


T 
" 
(Now 59,900. 


et yaur very avn Acer POT DLP Prajecar nowi | | 
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VISIT OUR CAMERA DEPARTMENT FOR THE BEST DEALS! 


MAKATI + CUBAO * HARRISON • NORTH EDSA * STA. MESA « 
DAVAO « CAGAYAN DE ORO * BICUTAN • LUCENA - BAGUIO • MARILAO • DASMARIRAS + 


ORTIGAS - LAS PIRAS + DACOOR- FAIRVIEW + MANILA 


BATANGAS - SAN LAZARO - SUCAT 


3 days of exciting finds 
and big savings at 3 (1 malls 


SM City Bicutan, SM City Lucena and SM City Cebu will hold 
their simultaneous 3-DAY SALE on March 31, April 1 and 2. 


As an added value for shoppers, a 
VS city cona 2 SMO 


raffle event will be held at each of the 
i Р : 3 participating malls. 
A wider selection 


^ З At stake are a total of 35 units of 
of items are on sale :. JvcXa-nsoo DIGITAL AUDIO PLAYERS 


at up to 50% savings! i| ‘to be given away to lucky shoppers. 

Discounted #( • SMCityBicutan —— 10 units 

merchandise include | * SM GityLucena -- 10 units 

swimwear, sporting 2 | • SM City Себи — 15 units 
| j 

goods, and outdoor ^ / 3-Day Sale shoppers get a chance to join 


i the raffle event with only a P500 purchase 
m furniture. at any participating mall establishment. 


SM CITY BICUTAN 


This SM mall invites southsiders 
to take advantage of great deals at 
SM Hypermarket, SM Department Store, 
and a host of other fun stores and shops. 


March 31 and April 1 
shopping hours at 
SM City Bicutan are 
extended until 11pm 


SM CITY LUCENA 
Aside from SM Department Store and 
SM Supermarket, you'll be delighted to 
discover great bargain buys in almost 
every corner, including: 


* ENY Boutique Ten " 
* Pale Bleue. И 

* Mandarin Chinese Drug Center 
• Patricia Jewels Collection 

• Dermstrata Skin Clinic & Spa 


Sam 


Ee E 8 


c" 


Tih 


-COXMVUTER VANS AND 
SEEPNEYS are accessible 
within the mall vicinity. Many routes 
are available thru both the old and 
the new teminals. 


• LIBRENG SAKAY at 
selected areas in Lucena City will 
be provided by SM during the 
mallwide sale. 


n 


‘SM CITY CEBU 


More savings on a wide selection of 
summer items await you at SM City Cebu. 


The daily raffle draws are selected on an 
hourly basis starting 12nn and ending at 
10pm as follows: 


• P3,000 SM GIFT CHEQUES 
(5 draws / 5 winners) 


mdi * JVC DIGITAL AUDIO PLAYER 
any peruang mal esent (6 draws / 5 winners) 


SM Department Store and 
SM Supermarket also have sale 
offerings galore! 


SM Bowling Center's “Barkada Bow! Treat" 
promo is ongoing in which a customer 
may avail of FREE one (1) hour bowling 
plus meals with Pepsi for only P299. 


Offering a variety of 2 
‘specialty food counters, || W 
SM Foodcourt is the 

ideal place to take time out from bargain 


hunting as you re-charge before you shop 
some more in the mall. 


yi “it's time again for 
Uli SM Cinema’s “One, 

KEMAS Two, Three, FREE” 
promo! Come in groups of 4 and get your 
movie tickets for the price of 3! Promo 
valid only during the 3-DAY SALE. 


